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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church

301 Struthers Liberty Rd
Campbell, OH 44405

NOVEMBER Bulletin Sponsor
In Memory of my Mother Dorothy & my grandmother Mary - Given by AP Andrew Bartek

Liturgical & Events Schedule

Sunday, November 16

9:15-9:45 AM: Confessions by app’t

9:35 AM: Hours

10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Council Meeting / Choir
Rehearsal / Social

Wednesday, November 19
7:30 PM: Public City Council Meeting

Thursday, November 20
6:00 PM: Vespers w/ Litia for Entry of Theotokos

Friday, November 21
9:00 AM: Divine Liturgy

Saturday, November 22
3:15-3:4 PM: Confessions by app’t
4:00 PM: Vespers / Confessions

Sunday, November 23

9:15-9:45 AM: Confessions by app’t

9:35 AM: Hours

10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Monthly Panachida /
Social / Choir Rehearsal

NOVEMBER CHARITY

We are asking this year for gift cards to help seminarians
and their families for Christmas. Gift cards can be from:

Amazon

Target

Walmart

Khols

Barnes & Noble

If you are going to make a monetary donation by check
please make it out to FOCA and put in memo Gift cards
donation.. If you are going to donate by cash the church
will send the checks at one time later this month. Dead-
line Sunday November 23rd. The donations must get to
the seminary by Dec. 3rd.

Any questions please see Elizabeth Willison.

NOVEMBER Reader Schedule
November 16— Jacob Hryb
November 23— Deacon David Gemmel
November 30— Natalia Simko

Clergy Wives Host Gathering with
Archbishop Daniel in Dayton, OH

On Saturday, November First, five clergy wives from
the Indianapolis Deanery met with His Eminence
Archbishop Daniel of Chicago and the Midwest dur-
ing his visit to Dayton, OH.

In an attempt to connect and support our diocesan
clergy and clergy families, Archbishop Daniel provid-
ed an opportunity for area clergy wives to gather and
share their experiences in their own parishes. His Emi-
nence expressed the importance of care for our clergy
and clergy families. A wonderful time was had by all.
We hope to hold more gatherings like this for our di-
ocesan clergy wives in the future.

40 DAY REMEMBRANCE

November 23— Eleana Silk & Matushka Lecko
December 7— John Formel
December 14— Basil Glovinsky

NOVEMBER SOCIAL
November 16— Council
November 23— Sisterhood
November 30— OPEN

Office: 330-755-4931
https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/

/ Cell: 570-212-8747
padrebartek@gmail.com




PLEASE KEEP OUR ELDERS OF THE CHURCH & SHUT-INS IN YOUR
PRAYERS

Send a “Thinking of You” card or remember their Birthday with a card. If anyone needs to be added, please
contact Fr. Andrew.

. Mrs. Audrey Chengelis Mrs. Julia Simko
Mrs. Mary Fredericks . . o
643 D y ont Ave c¢/o Assumption Village c/o Caprice Senior Care Facility
‘ﬁm 42; 9802 Market Street / Room 132 9184 Market Street / Room 210
Campbell, OH 44405 North Lima, OH 44452 North Lima, OH 44452
Matushka Helen Psinka -y . Carol Ruff
c/o Concordia Villa St. Joseph Emilia Y;mmtto 2207 Birch Trail Blvd
1030 W State Street / Room 1B49 8017 Salinas Tr. Youngstown, OH 44515-4910
Baden. Pa. 15005 Boardman, OH 44512-5402
Mrs. Dorothy Shirilla Mrs. Pauline Fesz Sue Kennedy
8362 Van Dr. 488 Harmony Lane 593 Hyatt Ave
Poland, OH 44514 Campbell, OH 44405 Campbell, OH 44405-1479
George Horodnic, Sr.
97 Butl Stect) Agt 1 ¢/o Briarfield Place 1875 Malland Lond
Brooklyn . NY 11201 8400 Market Street / Room 306 North Lima, OH 44452
’ Boardman, OH 44512 ’
Opportunities Last Week’s Fundraiser
Parish Christmas Card THANK YOU

Thank you to the Chairs: Nancy, Sher-
rie, Cindy, Natalia, Nadine, as well as eve-
ryone who took part in last week’s fund-
raiser.

It was successful. Hopefully, total dol-
lars raised & list of prize winners will be

¢ Would you like your name included in the 2025 Christmas Card.
Donation amount: $20. Please see Cindy.

Christmas Cookies (Tray) Fundraiser
S50 to purchase one (1) tray with 5 dozen cookies
Number of available trays is limited. ORDER EARLY! Order deadline:

Sunday, December 7. available next week. Our parish is de-
Call Sherrie @ 330-881-5087. pendent on successful fundraisers to fund
Pierogy/Stuffed Cabbage FOR SALE the budget.
= See or call Nancy if interested. May God bless everyone who partici-
pated.
PRAYER LIST

PARISHIONERS: Achiles Arvan / Audrey Chengelis / Joan Cross / Ann Cvercko / Pauline Fesz / Mary Fredericks /
George Horodnic / Gianna Hryb / Sue Kennedy / Matushka Helen Psinka / Dorothy Shirilla / Julia Simko / Deborah
Zelinsky

CLERGY: AP James Gleason (Fr.) / AP Michael Rustic / AP Emil Hutyan / AP John Steffaro / Fr. Peter / For Fr.
Matthew Nyumu & his family and his faithful at the parish of St Makarios in the Metropolis of Nairobi, Kenya / Fr.
Michael Dayang & his family & his parishioners at 3 Hierarchs parish in Cameroon / Fr. Raphael Stephano & his
family and parishioners of his 2 mission communities in the Diocese of Western Tanzania

FAMILY & FRIENDS: Mary Ann Bozichovich (Kennedy) / Diane Caban (Sirilla) / George Caban (Sirilla) / Donna
Chiarelli / Karen Debiec / Steve Dubic (Fr.) / Ron Hryb / Paula Kennedy / Joe Kollar (Fr.) / Ginny McCay (Fredericks) /
Pauline Meath (Fr.) /Matushka Raisa (Nicoloff) / Chris Quotap (Fr.) / Bob Smrek (Sirilla) / Matt Turner ( Sirilla) /
Emilia Yanitto / Catherine Zile (Fr.) / David (Willison) / Drew (Willison) / Eleanor Marie (Vansuch) / Katherine
(Steffaro) / Richard (Tusinac) / Genna Koval & her unborn baby / Kelly and her unborn baby

MILITARY FAMILY & FRIENDS: Cory Deaton (Fr.) / Alena Grabavoy (Fr.) / Liam Garrity (Zelinsky) /
Kenneth (Simko)

MISCELLANEOUS: Metropolitan Paul (Orthodox Diocese of Aleppo) & Archbishop John (Archdiocese of
Aleppo) still being held captive & Metropolitan Arseny imprisoned / The UN & IOCC humanitarian aid workers around
the world / Those suffering persecution in Syria, Iraq, Israel, Egypt, Ukraine and around the world.

Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747
https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/ padrebartek@gmail.com
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DECEMBER Candle & Bulletin Sponsors
NOTE: If anything is missing from the Sponsorships please contact Fr. Andrew ASAP

Bulletin: OPEN

Wine: OPEN

Incense: OPEN

Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light: OPEN

Altar Candles: OPEN

Tetrapod Candles: OPEN

St. Herman Candles: Commemorating all who participate in the maintenance of the church, the teachers, singers and
those who participate in social events. Praying for everyone to love one another.

St. Panteleimon Icon Candles: OPEN

Protection Icon Candles: OPEN

St. John the Baptist Candles: OPEN

Monthly Flowers: OPEN

$50 per month $30 per month $25 per month
*Wine *St. Herman candles Incense
*Bulletin *St. Panteleimon lcon candles Flowers— NEW UPDATED PRICE / DECREASED
*|lconostasis Candles & Eternal Light *Protection Icon candles
*Altar Candles *St. John the Baptist candles

*Tetrapod Candles

A Gift Toward Renewal
Help Make These Retreats Exceptional

The 2026 OCA Clergy and Clergy Wives Retreats
are being carafully designed to offer an exceptional
experience—spiritually enriching, pastorally
relevant, and personally restorative.

Your support helps provide quality speakers,
thoughtful programming, and the welcoming
enviromnment that allows our clergy and their
families to rest and renew their vocation.

Gifts of any size strengthen this work and express
gratitude for those who serve Christ’s Church so
faithfully.

Make a gift at: oca.org/stewards

FOCA Hosting Virtual Christmas Concert to Celebrate Nativity

The Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America (FOCA) will be hosting its 5th “Virtual Christmas Concert” on
Thursday, December 25, and is inviting parishes from around the country to participate in their virtual Christmas con-
cert.

Among other efforts during the Nativity season, the FOCA will also be raising money for married seminarians and
their families through their annual St. Nicholas Wish List Program.

NOTE: We will be recording on December 7th following Liturgy. Following the recording we will have a St. Nicholas
Day meal. Also, St. Nicholas will ber present for the concert.

Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747
https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/ padrebartek@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER Celebrations
Binthvdouy

29 William & Nadine Sabo— October

31 Paul & Layne Demkosky— October

1- FrJohn Zdinak

2- Melina Livosky

5- Maya Kubancsek

11- Ethan Vansuch

13- Elliot Vansuch

14- Lynn Krause

16- Valerie Schutt / Archbishop Daniel

17- Mark Livosky

18- George Horodnic, Jr / George Horodnic Sr
20- His Holiness Patriarch Kryill

24 Lara Wise (Polewan)

25- Michael Livosky Jr / Donna Lynn (Ruff) / Iris
Konik / Geno Kennedy

30- Kristen Basala

7-93 Sub-deaconate ordination of AP Andrew Bartek
13-2012- The Most Blessed Tikhon elected as Primate
15-1980- AB Nathaniel of Detroit & the Romanian
Episcopate

Noumes Qay
8- Michael Centofanti / Michael Polewan / Michael
Simko / Gabriella Hryb
14- Gary Thompson
16- Reader Matthew Vansuch / Ethan
24- Sherrie Fredericks
25- Retired Bishop Lazar of Ottawa
30- His Grace Bishop Andrei of Cleveland / AP
Andrew Bartek

NOVEMBER FINANCIALS

Expenses $8,921.78
Income $5,973.70
TOTAL -$2,948.08
Weekly Tithe $5,013.70
Weekly Candles $209.00
Altar Candles $50.00
Tetrapod Candles $50.00
Bulletin $50.00
Wine $50.00
Incense $25.00
Mission $5.00
Fundraiser $501.00
Christmas card $20.00
Monthly Charity: Second Harvest $115.00

Seminarians $180.00

Thriving in Ministry: Strengthening the
Hearts of Our Clergy and Their Families

By Archpriest Nicholas Solak, Director, Office of Pastoral
Life

On Stewards Sunday, November 9, the faithful of the Or-
thodox Church in America are invited to support the work
of the Church’s Departments and Offices. Each serves a
vital role in the life of the Church. Among them, the Of-
fice of Pastoral Life exists to strengthen the spiritual,
emotional, and relational health of our clergy and their
families. One of its most impactful efforts is the Thriving
in Ministry program.

A Growing Ministry

The Orthodox Church in America’s Thriving in Minis-
try program began in 2018 with support from the Lilly
Endowment, Inc. It was created in response to a simple
but pressing question: How do we help our priests and
their families not only serve faithfully but truly thrive in
their ministry?

Since then, Thriving in Ministry has grown into a national
network of clergy and clergy wives who meet regularly in
small, facilitated peer groups. These groups offer a space
for connection, reflection, and shared learning rooted in
Christ and the lived experience of parish ministry.

We are now in our second Lilly Endowment grant, known
as the Sustainability Grant, designed to help the program
achieve long-term financial sustainability—reflecting the
shared responsibility of the Orthodox Church in America,
its faithful, and benefactors.

At the Heart of the Program

From the beginning, Thriving in Ministry has included
clergy wives alongside clergy, recognizing that both share
in the vocation of parish life. Each peer group—whether
clergy or clergy wives—meets regularly for prayer, open
conversation, and mutual encouragement.

Members explore themes such as balancing pastoral work
and family life, sustaining spiritual vitality, managing
change, and finding renewal in ordinary rhythms of parish
life.

Though rooted in the Orthodox Church in America, the
program welcomes participants from other Orthodox ju-
risdictions, making it a truly pan-Orthodox ministry of
mutual support and shared wisdom.

The Moment We Are In

Across the Orthodox Church in America, many parishes
are experiencing strong—even remarkable—growth: new
families are discovering the Church, parish life is expand-
ing, and opportunities for ministry are multiplying.

This moment of growth is a tremendous blessing, but it
also brings new demands on our clergy and their families.
We rely on our priests and their wives to steward that
growth with wisdom, steadiness, and pastoral care. Con’t
on Pg 6

Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747

https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/

padrebartek@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER Reposed List

Infant Kapsonris (1962) ©

Maria Vaselas (1963) ©

Eva Georgiades (1963) ©

1- Still born Stalian (1920) © / Barbara Boyiazas
(1931) © / Maria Vovlas (1962) ©

2- Still born Volchko (1922) ©

3- Efrosinia Melnik (1929) ©

4- Myrna Tucci (1996) ©

5- Fr. Peter Tutko (2021) / Mary Pavoula (1948)
© / Dan Shirilla (1963) © / Anna Pasco (1962) ©
6- Edward Krajnak (1941) © / Simon Zografas
(1947) © / Mary Feltovich (1963) ©

7- Desiree Flaherty (1960) / Helen Korchniak
(1920) ©

8- Anna Fesz (1980) © / Michael Puskas (2012)
© / George Pacak (1931) © / Julia Stuller (1956)
©

9- Walter Leshinsky (2012) © / Ann Liszka
(2006) © / John Zanbetis (1930) ©

10- Mary Billy (1934) (Grandmother) / Theodore
Theodosiou (1957) ©

11- Dorothy Bartek (2005) / Protodeacon Dennis
Lucak (2018) / Matushka Helen Lucak (2018)
Elias Maillis (1961) © / Charles Demetrios (1963)
©

12- Steve Bura (1985) © / John Livosky (1946) ©

13- Stamatis Kousoufis (1943) ©

14- Thelma Paullas (1957) ©

16- Donald Keegan (2021) / John Lebo (1985)
© / Nicholas Petzakes (1936) © / Infant Spirtos
(1959) ©

17- John Graban (1979) ©

18- George Pallas (1962) ©

19- Fr. John Dolhy (2006) / William Bakish
(1985) © / Mike Talaban (1958) ©

Theodore Cougras (1960) ©

20- Russell Harvischak (2020) ©

21- Prot. Fr. Joseph Mihaly (1975) / Paul
Waychik (1975) © / Mary Lebo (2010) ©

22- Olga Vansuch (2007) ©

23- Serge Mihaly (2019) / Cilina Tolich (1993)
© / Anna Graban (2009) © / Andrew Kotchmar
(1965) ©

24- George Harvischak (1963) ©

25- Luba Johnson (2020) / Thelma Herman
(1952) ©

26- Slavi Radivojkov (1921) © / Infant Xenakis
(Still Born) (1963) ©

27- Louise Despetorich (1999) ©

28- Livan Ostovich (1921) © / Michael Pogonis
(1973) ©

29- His Eminence Archbishop David from
Alaska

Chwiistmas Flewens—2025
To help defray the cost of the Christmas flowers, the
the price is $15/ flower. Give Father the names of your
loved ones (in memory or health) you would like re-
membered during the Great Entrance on Christmas
Day. Give $$ to Cindy. Deadline: November 22nd.

Archpriest Andrew - (8 Flowers)

For the Health of:

*  His Eminence, Archbishop Daniel;

*  All parishioners & their families;

*  The Altar Society, ‘O’ Club, the Sisterhood, the
Council, the Choir, Fr. Dn. Jimmy & Protodeacon
David, all the altar servers;

* My family & friends;

*  The Hawk Run, Summitt & Cambell Fire Depart-
ments: especially Steve, Evan, David, Greg, Bryan,
Robert, Steve, Frank, Tony & Paul; and

*  The Mayor, City Council, residents and businesses;

In Memory of:

*  His Eminence, Met. Nicholas, my ordaining Bish-
op;

*  His Eminence, Met. Orestes;

*  His Eminence, Archbishop Job;

*  His Eminence, Archbishop Paul;

His Grace, Bishop Matthias;

His Grace, Bishop John;

His Grace, Bishop David,;

His Grace, Bishop Innocent;

His Beatitude, Met. Herman & His Beatitude, Met.
Theodosius

George & Dorothy, my parents;
* My family & friends; and

*  The Diptychs of this Parish

L I

*

Ephesians 2:4-10 (Epistle)

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love
with which He loved us, even when we were dead in tres-
passes, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us
sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in
the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For
by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any-
one should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-
hand that we should walk in them.

Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747

https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/

padrebartek@gmail.com
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St. Tikhon’s Seminary Opens Search for
Faculty Position in Church History /
Historical Theology

The Faculty of St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological
Seminary invites applications for a full-time, residen-
tial position at the rank of Assistant, Associate, or Full
Professor of Church History / Historical Theology
within the Seminary’s Master of Divinity (M.Div.)
program, with a starting date of July 1, 2026, and
teaching responsibilities to commence in fall 2026.
The Seminary is a tight-knit community of Orthodox
faith and learning nestled in the beautiful surroundings
of the Pocono region of Northeastern Pennsylvania.
Since its founding in 1938, St. Tikhon’s Seminary has
dedicated itself to the spiritual, pastoral, liturgical, and
academic formation of those who seek to serve the
Orthodox Church in positions of ordained ministry and
lay leadership.

The successful candidate will offer graduate-level
courses in areas of Church History and/or Historical
Theology (Patristics). Beyond classroom commit-
ments, it is expected that he/she will engage in active
scholarly publication, help students in undertaking
guided research, and be involved in institutional ser-
vice through participation in standing faculty commit-
tees and working groups of the Seminary.

The Seminary seeks candidates who possess a broad
knowledge of Church History and/or Historical Theol-
ogy, demonstrate sound teaching ability in engaging
students within the classroom, as well as solid demon-
stration of the conduct of academic research within
their discipline. The successful candidate must be a
faithful member and participant in the sacramental life
of the Eastern Orthodox Church, as well as agree to
support and advance the established mission and pur-
pose of the Seminary, which can be found HERE.

Academic Qualifications

Candidates must possess a terminal research doctorate
(Ph.D., Th.D., D.Phil.) in either Church
(Ecclesiastical) History with a concentration in Patris-
tics or in Patristics proper, which has been or will be
awarded before the date of hire.

Applications for this position must be received by De-
cember 31, 2025. Please submit a letter of application,
current curriculum vitae, and three letters of recom-
mendation to the search committee

at employment@stots.edu.

Faculty Status

Assistant, Associate, or Full Professor (Based upon
previous professional experience and qualifications)

Full-time, revolving, three-year term appointment po-
sition, with health care and pension benefits.

Background Check

Appointment is contingent upon the successful comple-
tion of a background check. Applicants will be asked to
identify all felony convictions and/or pending felony
charges. Felony convictions do not automatically bar an
individual from employment. Each case will be examined
separately to determine the appropriateness of employ-
ment in the particular position. Failure to be forthcoming
or dishonesty with respect to felony disclosures can result
in the disqualification of a candidate.

Thriving in Ministry con’t from pg 4

That is precisely where Thriving in Ministry shows its
greatest value. These peer-learning groups provide
priests and clergy wives with the relationships, reflec-
tion, and support they need to respond to this welcomed
surge in parish life with resilience and grace.

The Impact

More than 200 priests and clergy wives are currently par-
ticipating in Thriving in Ministry, and over 100 peer
group meetings have been held across the Church this
year alone.

Participants describe these gatherings as spaces to share
the joys and challenges of ministry with others who un-
derstand those realities firsthand. In this shared under-
standing, they strengthen their pastoral insight, deepen
their confidence, and renew their sense of purpose in
serving Christ’s Church.

As one priest reflected, “Our group has helped me stay
grounded and clear in my ministry. Hearing how others
approach similar challenges gives me fresh perspective
and new energy for the work God has placed before me.”

Looking Forward

The success of Thriving in Ministry has laid the founda-
tion for future initiatives in clergy vitality and ongoing
formation within the Orthodox Church in America. The
lessons learned—about connection, balance, and resili-
ence—are helping shape how the Church supports her
clergy and families in every stage of life and ministry.

Your generosity on Stewards Sunday helps make this
possible. Each gift strengthens the work of the Office of
Pastoral Life and helps sustain programs like Thriving in
Ministry—which nurture the heart of our Church by car-
ing for those who serve.

To learn more and join a Thriving in Ministry peer-
learning group, visit https://opl.oca.org.

Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747

https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/

padrebartek@gmail.com
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A Time for Fellowship and
Renewal: OCA Clergy and Clergy
Wives Retreats Announced for 2026

By Archpriest Nicholas Solak, Director, Office of Pas-
toral Life — Orthodox Church in America

In 2026, the Orthodox Church in America’s Office of
Pastoral Life will host two in-person gatherings to
strengthen the hearts of those who serve the Church:

Clergy Retreat, September 28—October 1, 2026
Clergy Wives Retreat, July 27-30, 2026

Both retreats will draw clergy and clergy wives from
across the Church for several days of prayer, fellow-
ship, and renewal.

The Heart of the Gathering

The Clergy Retreat is envisioned as a time of genuine
fellowship and renewal—where priests gather to rest
and rediscover the joy of shared life in Christ amid the
rigors of parish ministry. Freed from the responsibility
of leading, they are invited simply to pray, worship,
and be present with one another—recovering the peace
and companionship that sustain their life of service.

In this setting of trust and hospitality, they gain wis-
dom from one another, find fresh perspective for their
pastoral work, and strengthen both their personal and
priestly lives. The retreat will focus on restoring bal-
ance, rekindling vocation, and nurturing the deep
bonds that sustain ministry over time.

A First for Clergy Wives

The Clergy Wives Retreat offers a time of fellowship,
rest, and renewal—where clergy wives gather to redis-
cover the joy of shared life in Christ. Freed for a few
days from the expectations and quiet responsibilities
of parish and family life, they are invited to pray, re-
flect, and be present with one another in grace. In this
space of hospitality and understanding, they find re-
newed strength, companionship, and gratitude for the
sacred work they share.

Through shared prayer, open conversation, and mean-
ingful connection, participants will reflect on the
blessings and challenges of their ministry, drawing
wisdom and encouragement from one another’s expe-
rience.

Rooted in the Life of the Church

These retreats express the best of what the Orthodox
Church in America seeks to foster: a community of
faith that is connected, prayerful, and life-giving. Ra-
ther than focusing on “identity,” these gatherings aim
to deepen a shared sense of belonging in Christ and in
the Church’s mission—renewing those who serve so
that they may continue their ministry with peace, clari-
ty, and love.

Designed for an Exceptional Experience

Both retreats are being carefully designed to offer an ex-
ceptional experience—spiritually enriching, pastorally rele-
vant, and personally restorative. From the moment partici-
pants arrive, each aspect of the gathering will invite them to
rest, reconnect, and rediscover the joy of their vocation.

Thoughtful attention is being given to the rhythm of the
days: time for prayer and worship, unhurried meals, mean-
ingful conversation, and moments of genuine stillness.
Each retreat will feature high-quality speakers and facilita-
tors chosen for their pastoral depth, wisdom, and ability to
create a space of trust and grace.

Looking Ahead

The Office of Pastoral Life is committed to making these
retreats accessible and of the highest quality, offering par-
ticipants an experience worthy of their sacred calling. Fur-
ther details and registration information will be announced
on the Orthodox Church in America website.

About the Office of Pastoral Life

The Orthodox Church in America’s Office of Pastoral Life
supports the well-being of clergy and their families, the
foundation of parish life across North America. Believing
the health of the Church is inseparable from the health of
her clergy, the Office offers programs that build resilience,
connection and pastoral joy. Programs include Thriving in
Ministry peer-learning groups, Financial Health Initiatives,
quarterly Synaxis Gatherings, National Clergy Retreats and
Clergy Wives Ministry. In partnership with bishops, dio-
ceses, parishes and our generous donors, the Office of Pas-
toral Life helps create sustainable conditions in which
priests, deacons and their families of the Orthodox Church
in America can flourish spiritually, vocationally and per-
sonally through every season of parish ministry.

Save the Dates!

National Clergy Retreat 2026 & 2027

Time Together Space to Reflect.

A Shared Commitment to h
Serve with Joy. |

September 28th to October Ist, 2026
October 18th to 21st, 2027

More information to come ot opl.oca.org ~ Pastor

Office: 330-755-4931 /
https.//www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/
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ATTENDANCE:
A Comparison - 2024 2025
NOVEMBER
1st Week
Vespers 5 9
Liturgy 56/37 51/24
2nd Week
Vespers 8 17
(Festival
Weekend)
Liturgy 45/35 54727
3rd Week
Vespers 4
Liturgy 60 /49
Vespers foe Entrance |15
Liturgy for Entrance |10
4th Week
Vespers 6
Liturgy 60 /47
S5th Week

Beginning of the Nativity Fast 2025

To the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Orthodox
Church in America, beloved children in the Lord,

Christ is in our midst!

As we begin this sacred season of fasting in prepara-
tion for Our Lord’s Nativity in the flesh, I desire first
of all to give each of you my blessing and assure you
of my prayers.

According to the sanctoral calendar of our Church, the
first day of the Nativity Fast is also the memory of St.
Paisius Velichkovsky, one of the great transmitters and
exponents of the Byzantine hesychastic tradition
among both Slavic and Romanian peoples. In marking
this commemoration, we rightly take pride in our rich
sacred tradition of prayer and watchfulness, of theolo-
gy and contemplation. St. Paisius is a true teacher of
Orthodoxy and knight of the faith, and, even as we
begin our fast, we celebrate his feast with great joy.

St. Paisius was not merely a teacher, however; he also
practiced what he preached. He lived a life of prayer,
of study, of service to God and neighbor. Therefore,
during this sacred season of repentance and prepara-
tion, let us be prompted by

his example: not merely to lay claim to lofty theology and
exalted spirituality with our words, but to live our Tradition
daily. Without making Holy Tradition our own through
practice, it is in vain that we celebrate St. Paisius and other
teachers of Orthodoxy. “Orthodox” is not a shiny label that
we proudly apply to ourselves; it is our path to living out
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Therefore, as we embark on the Nativity Fast, [ urge that
we each return to the pure springs of Orthodoxy: the New
Testament, the Old Testament, the fathers, the saints. As
we renew our study of our Tradition, we are not merely
seeking so-called “head knowledge,” though such
knowledge is laudable and valuable. Rather, as an Athonite
father once told me, we study the fathers in order to forget
them: in other words, we study them so that their faith and
their teachings become our very way of life.

We may liken this approach to learning to swim, to ride a
bicycle, or to drive a car: abstract knowledge is put into
practice until discursive thought disappears, and the task,
whether swimming or riding or driving, becomes second
nature. Likewise, the holy Tradition is not something that
we should seek to show off self-consciously; rather, it
should become the rhythm of our existence. This is not the
way of disputes, of “long fringes” (Mt. 23:5), of spiritual
pride: it is the way of humility, of daily dying through the
offering of ourselves to God and neighbor.

We practice this humble self-abnegation every time we
turn to God in prayer, even when we are tired, listless, and
lacking in hope. We also practice it when, despite our own
busy-ness and stress, we make time for our neighbor, our
spouse, our child, our co-worker—or a stranger. We incar-
nate the holy Tradition when we choose, not to blame or
complain, but to thank God and to wait on him.

This waiting lies at the heart of the Nativity Fast, when we
recall how the world lay in darkness before the First Com-
ing of the Messiah. Indeed, this waiting is at the heart of
the Christian faith: our entire life should be oriented toward
his Second Coming, when Christ, who is our Life, shall
appear to reign forever.

I pray that, through the intercessions of St. Paisius Veli-
chkovsky, this time of the fast may be a time of renewal for
us all, inviting us to learn from our holy Tradition and
thereby be oriented in all things toward Our Lord and God
and Savior Jesus Christ, whose coming again in glory we
await—and also anticipate, in and through faith, hope, and
love.

With my primatial prayers and blessing for these holy days
of anticipation,

+ Tikhon
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada
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St. John of Chicago Celebrated in
Historic Cathedral for Annual Feast

The feast of the Hieromartyr John of Chicago, was held in
the very city in which he labored in for over a decade.
October 30 and October 31 brought together clergy and
faithful from all over the world to celebrate the memory
of the missionary saint.

On Thursday evening, the All Night Vigil was held at the
historic Holy Trinity Cathedral, Chicago, IL, the very
temple the saint built in 1903. His Eminence Archbishop
Daniel of Chicago and the Midwest presided over the ser-
vice. The Archbishop welcomed His Grace Bishop Peter
of Caffa, Vicar of the Exarchate of Spain and Portugal, to
the Cathedral for the festal celebration.

Serving with the hierarchs were Archpriest Herman Kin-
caid, Chancellor, Priest Alexander Koranda, Cathedral
Dean, Archpriest Mykola Bodnarchuk, Archpriest Mousa
Haddad (Antiochian Orthodox Church), Priest Leonty
Naidzions (ROCOR), Priest John Kennerk, Priest Antho-
ny Saunders, Deacon Paul Garklavs, Deacon Andrew
Bender, and Deacon Timothy Heinbokel. The responses
were sung by the Chicago Deanery Male Choir under the
direction of Reader Philip Sokolov. At the end of the vig-
il, the Archbishop greeted Bishop Peter and all of those
gatehred for the feast.

On the feast of St. John of Chicago, clergy and faithful
gathered to celebrate the Divine Liturgy. Archbishop
Daniel celebrated with Bishop Peter and they were joined
by, Archpriest Herman Kincaid, Chancellor, Priest Alex-
ander Koranda, Cathedral Dean, Mitered Archpriest Vla-
dimir Kovalchuk, Archpriest Athanasios Chulakov
(Bulgarian Orthodox Church), Archpriest Tarasy Maxim,
Archpriest Michael Myers (Bulgarian OCA), Priest Niko-
lai Lochmatow, Priest Jacob Van Sickle, Priest John Ken-
nerk, Priest Anthony Saunders, Deacon Paul Garklavs,
Deacon Nikolai Tambur, and Deacon Timothy Heinbokel.
The responses were sung by the Cathedral Choir under
the direction of Reader Vladimir Lymar.

At the end of the service, Archbishop Daniel recalled the
life of St. John. Bishop Peter offer a reflection stating that
he was very moved by the experience and the work of the
saints in Chicago. Following the Archbishop’s remarks,
Fr. Alexander greeted the hierarchs and gathered clergy.
After the Prayers of Thanksgiving a festive meal was held
in the hall.

It was in 1899 that Father John Kochurov commissioned
noted architect Louis Sullivan to construct what is today
Holy Trinity Cathedral. The new church was consecrated
by Saint Tikhon of Moscow in 1903 and designated a ca-
thedral in 1922. After his return to Russia, Father John
became the first clergyman to be martyred at the outset of
the Bolshevik Revolution. He was glorified as Saint John
of Chicago and Tsarskoye Tselo in December 1994. In
2024, a portion of his relics have been transferred to the
Cathedral and are enshrined for veneration.

Apostle and Evangelist Matthew /
Commemorated on November 16

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, was also
named Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27); he was one of the
Twelve Apostles (Mark 3:18; Luke 6:45; Acts 1:13), and
was brother of the Apostle James Alphaeus (Mark 2:14).
He was a publican, or tax-collector for Rome, in a time
when the Jews were under the rule of the Roman Empire.
He lived in the Galilean city of Capernaum. When Mat-
thew heard the voice of Jesus Christ: “Come, follow
Me” (Mt. 9:9), he left everything and followed the Sav-
ior. Christ and His disciples did not refuse Matthew’s
invitation and they visited his house, where they shared
table with the publican’s friends and acquaintances. Like
the host, they were also publicans and known sinners.
This event disturbed the pharisees and scribes a great
deal.

Publicans who collected taxes from their countrymen did
this with great profit for themselves. Usually greedy and
cruel people, the Jews considered them pernicious be-
trayers of their country and religion. The word
“publican” for the Jews had the connotation of “public
sinner” and “idol-worshipper.” To even speak with a tax-
collector was considered a sin, and to associate with one
was defilement. But the Jewish teachers were not able to
comprehend that the Lord had “come to call not the right-
eous, but sinners to repentance” (Mt. 9:13).

Matthew, acknowledging his sinfulness, repaid fourfold
anyone he had cheated, and he distributed his remaining
possessions to the poor, and he followed after Christ with
the other apostles. Saint Matthew was attentive to the
instructions of the Divine Teacher, he beheld His innu-
merable miracles, he went together with the Twelve
Apostles preaching to “the lost sheep of the house of Is-
rael” (Mt. 10:6). He was a witness to the suffering, death,
and Resurrection of the Savior, and of His glorious As-
cension into Heaven.

Having received the grace of the Holy Spirit, which de-
scended upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, Saint
Matthew preached in Palestine for several years. At the
request of the Jewish converts at Jerusalem, the holy
Apostle Matthew wrote his Gospel describing the earthly
life of the Savior, before leaving to preach the Gospel in
faraway lands.

In the order of the books of the New Testament, the Gos-
pel of Matthew comes first. Palestine is said to be the
place where the Gospel was written. Saint Matthew wrote
in Aramaic, and then it was translated into Greek. The
Aramaic text has not survived, but many of the linguistic
and cultural-historical peculiarities of the Greek transla-
tion give indications of it.

The Apostle Matthew preached among people who were
awaiting the Messiah. His Gospel manifests itself as a
vivid proof that Jesus Christ is the Messiah foretold by
the prophets, and that there would not be another (Mt.
11:3). Con’t Next Pg
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St Matthew con’t from previous pg

The preaching and deeds of the Savior are presented by
the evangelist in three divisions, constituting three aspects
of the service of the Messiah: as Prophet and Law-Giver
(Ch. 5-7), Lord over the world both visible and invisible
(Ch. 8-25), and finally as High Priest offered as Sacrifice
for the sins of all mankind (Ch. 26-27).

The theological content of the Gospel, besides the Chris-
tological themes, includes also the teaching about the
Kingdom of God and about the Church, which the Lord
sets forth in parables about the inner preparation for enter-
ing into the Kingdom (Ch. 5-7), about the worthiness of
servers of the Church in the world (Ch. 10-11), about the
signs of the Kingdom and its growth in the souls of man-
kind (Ch. 13), about the humility and simplicity of the
inheritors of the Kingdom (Mt. 18:1-35; 19 13-30; 20:1-
16; 25-27; 23:1-28), and about the eschatological revela-
tions of the Kingdom in the Second Coming of Christ
within the daily spiritual life of the Church (Ch. 24-25).

The Kingdom of Heaven and the Church are closely inter-
connected in the spiritual experience of Christianity: the
Church is the historical embodiment of the Kingdom of
Heaven in the world, and the Kingdom of Heaven is the
Church of Christ in its eschatological perfection (Mt.
16:18-19; 28:18-20).

The holy Apostle brought the Gospel of Christ to Syria,
Media, Persia, Parthia, and finishing his preaching in
Ethiopia with a martyr’s death. This land was inhabited
by tribes of cannibals with primitive customs and beliefs.
The holy Apostle Matthew converted some of the idol-
worshippers to faith in Christ. He founded the Church and
built a temple in the city of Mirmena, establishing there
his companion Platon as bishop.

When the holy apostle was fervently entreating God for
the conversion of the Ethiopians the Lord Himself ap-
peared to him in the form of a youth. He gave him a staff,
and commanded him to plant it at the doors of the church.
The Lord said that a tree would grow from this staff and it
would bear fruit, and from its roots would flow a stream
of water. When the Ethiopians washed themselves in the
water and ate the fruit, they lost their wild ways and be-
came gentle and good.

When the holy apostle carried the staff towards the
church, he was met by the wife and son of the ruler of the
land, Fulvian, who were afflicted by unclean spirits. In the
Name of Christ the holy apostle healed them. This miracle
converted a number of the pagans to the Lord. But the
ruler did not want his subjects to become Christians and
cease worshiping the pagan gods. He accused the apostle
of sorcery and gave orders to execute him.

They put Saint Matthew head downwards, piled up brush-
wood and ignited it. When the fire flared up, everyone
then saw that the fire did not harm Saint Matthew. Then
Fulvian gave orders to add more wood to the fire, and
frenzied with boldness, he commanded to set up twelve
idols around the fire. But the flames melted the idols and

flared up toward Fulvian. The frightened Ethiopian
turned to the saint with an entreaty for mercy, and by the
prayer of the martyr the flame went out. The body of the
holy apostle remained unharmed, and he departed to the
Lord.

The ruler Fulvian deeply repented of his deed, but still
he had doubts. By his command, they put the body of
Saint Matthew into an iron coffin and threw it into the
sea. In doing this Fulvian said that if the God of Mat-
thew would preserve the body of the apostle in the water
as He preserved him in the fire, then this would be prop-
er reason to worship this One True God.

That night the Apostle Matthew appeared to Bishop Pla-
ton in a dream, and commanded him to go with clergy to
the shore of the sea and to find his body there. The
righteous Fulvian and his retinue went with the bishop
to the shore of the sea. The coffin carried by the waves
was taken to the church built by the apostle. Then Fulvi-
an begged forgiveness of the holy Apostle Matthew,
after which Bishop Platon baptized him, giving him the
name Matthew in obedience to a command of God.

Soon Saint Fulvian-Matthew abdicated his rule and be-
came a presbyter. Upon the death of Bishop Platon, the
Apostle Matthew appeared to him and exhorted him to
head the Ethiopian Church. Having become a bishop,
Saint Fulvian-Matthew toiled at preaching the Word of
God, continuing the work of his heavenly patron.

Luke 10:25-37 (Gospel)

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him,
saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”
He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your
reading of it?” So he answered and said, “’You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,” and
‘your neighbor as yourself.”” And He said to him, “You
have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” But he,
wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?” Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain
man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell
among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wound-
ed him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by
chance a certain priest came down that road. And when
he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a
Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked,
and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan,
as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw
him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on
his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of
him.On the next day, when he departed, he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him,
‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when |
come again, I will repay you.” So which of these three do
you think was neighbor to him who fell among the
thieves?” And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
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