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The Weekly Forerunner  
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

301 Struthers Liberty Rd 
Campbell, OH 44405 

NOVEMBER Bulletin Sponsor 
In Memory of my Mother Dorothy & my grandmother  Mary – Given by AP Andrew Bartek  

Liturgical & Events Schedule 
TWO WEEK EDITION  

Sunday, November 23 
9:15-9:45 AM: Confessions by app’t 
9:35 AM: Hours 
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Monthly Panachida /     
Social / Choir Rehearsal  
 
Sunday, November 30 
9:35AM: Hours 
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Choir Rehearsal / Social 
 
Wednesday December 3 
7:30 PM: Campbell Public Council Meeting w/ New 
Mayor & Council 
 
Friday, December 5 
6:00 PM: Vespers w/ Litia For St Nicholas 
 
Saturday, December 6 
9:00 AM: Divine Liturgy 
3:15-3:45PM: Confessions by app’t 
4:00 PM: Vespers / Confessions 
 
Sunday, December 7 
9:15-9:45 AM: Confessions by app’t 
9:35 AM: Hours 
10:00 AM:  Divine Liturgy / Panachida for WWII, 
Pearl Harbor & Eugene Pallai / Visit by St. Nicholas / 
FOCA Christmas taping / St. Nicholas Social 

Many Years! Congratulations to His 
Eminence Archbishop Daniel 

The clergy and faithful of the Diocese of the Midwest 
congratulate their hierarch, 

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, on the commemo-
ration of his birthday. 

EIS POLLA ETI DESPOTA 

The Entry of the Most Holy Mother of God 
into the Temple /Commemorated 

on November 21 
According to Holy Tradition, the Entry of the Most Holy 
Theotokos into the Temple took place in the following 
manner. The parents of the Virgin Mary, Saints Joachim 
and Anna, praying for an end to their childlessness, vowed 
that if a child were born to them, they would dedicate it to 
the service of God. 

When the Most Holy Virgin reached the age of three, the 
holy parents decided to fulfill their vow. They gathered 
together their relatives and acquaintances, and dressed the 
All-Pure Virgin in Her finest clothes. Singing sacred songs 
and with lighted candles in their hands, virgins escorted 
Her to the Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-15). There the High Priest 
and several priests met the handmaiden of God. In the 
Temple, fifteen high steps led to the sanctuary, which only 
the priests and High Priest could enter. (Because they re-
cited a Psalm on each step, Psalms 119/120-133/134 are 
called “Psalms of Ascent.”) The child Mary, so it seemed, 
could not make it up this stairway. But just as they placed 
Her on the first step, strengthened by the power of God, 
She quickly went up the remaining steps and ascended to 
the highest one. Then the High Priest, through inspiration 
from above, led the Most Holy Virgin into the Holy of 
Holies, where only the High Priest entered once a year to 
offer a purifying sacrifice of blood. Therefore, all those 
present in the Temple were astonished at this most unusual 
occurrence. 

After entrusting their child to the Heavenly Father, Joa-
chim and Anna returned home. The All-Holy Virgin re-
mained in the quarters for virgins near the Temple. Ac-
cording to the testimony of Holy Scripture (Exodus 38; 1 
Kings 1: 28; Luke 2: 37), and also the historian Josephus 
Flavius, there were many living quarters around the Tem-
ple, in which those who were dedicated to the service of 
God dwelt. 

The earthly life of the Most Holy Theotokos from Her in-
fancy until She was taken up to Heaven is shrouded in 
deep mystery. Her life at the Jerusalem Temple was also a 
secret. “If anyone were to ask me,” said Saint Jerome, 
“how the Most Holy Virgin spent the time of Her youth, I 
would answer that that is known to God Himself and the 
Archangel Gabriel, Her constant guardian.” Con’t Pg 7  
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PLEASE KEEP OUR ELDERS OF THE CHURCH & SHUT-INS IN YOUR  
PRAYERS 

Send a “Thinking of You” card or remember their Birthday with a card.  If anyone needs to be added, please 
contact Fr. Andrew.  

Mrs. Mary Fredericks  
648 Dumont Ave 

Campbell, OH 44405 

Mrs. Audrey Chengelis 
c/o Assumption Village  

9802 Market Street / Room 132 
North Lima, OH 44452 

Mrs. Julia Simko 
c/o Caprice Senior Care Facility  
9184 Market Street / Room 210 

North Lima, OH 44452 

Matushka Helen Psinka 
c/o Concordia Villa St. Joseph 

1030 W State Street / Room 1B49 
Baden, Pa, 15005 

Emilia Yannitto 
8017 Salinas  Tr. 

Boardman, OH  44512-5402 

Carol Ruff 
2207 Birch Trail Blvd  

Youngstown, OH 44515-4910 

Mrs. Dorothy Shirilla 
8362 Van Dr. 

Poland, OH 44514 

Mrs. Pauline Fesz 
488 Harmony Lane 

Campbell, OH  44405 

Sue Kennedy 
593 Hyatt Ave 

Campbell, OH 44405-1479 

Joan Cross 
97 Butler Street / Apt 1-rear 

Brooklyn , NY 11201 

George Horodnic, Sr. UPDATED 
c/o Briarfield Manor 

461 South Canfield-Niles Rd / Room 101 
Austintown, OH 44515 

Ann Cvercko 
1875 Mallard Land 

North Lima, OH 44452 

Opportunities 
Parish Christmas Card 
¨ Would you like your name included in the 2025 Christmas Card.  

DonaƟon amount: $20. Please see Cindy.  
Christmas Cookies (Tray) Fundraiser 

$50 to purchase one (1) tray with 5 dozen cookies 
Number of available trays is limited.  ORDER EARLY!  Order deadline:  
Sunday, December 7. 
Call Sherrie @ 330-881-5087.  

Pierogy/Stuffed Cabbage FOR SALE 
Þ See or call Nancy if interested. 

UPDATED ADDRESSES FOR: 
Elaine Johnston 
501 Thomas Jones Way / Room 105 
Exton, PA 19341 
484-873-3645 
George Horodnic Sr. 
New Address above 
Room Phone 330-951-0441 or  
330-270-3468 

UPCOMING EVENTS—SAVE THE DATE !  
DECEMBER 
à Christmas Cookie Trays (December 7: order deadline. Saturday, December 13:  pick-up (see above) 
à December 7: St. Nicholas Day Breakfast. Free will offering. There will be a sign-up sheet @ candle desk). Sign-

up is recommended so we can get an estimate but it is not necessary. 
à December 11:  Tentative date to feed Campbell residents in need (further details to follow). 
à December 17:  5:30 PM Unction Service, followed by Fish Lenten meal. (There will be a sign-up sheet @ candle 

desk. Please sign if you are coming so we know how much fish to prepare.) Free-will offering (Unction Service 
& meal open to family & friends but we need to know who is coming for this event) 

JANUARY 
à January 5:  Holy Night Supper @ 5:30 PM followed by Great Blessing of Water. There will be a sign up sheet. 

This will be a pot-luck event. Deadline Christmas Day (to know who is coming). There will be a sign-up sheet @ 
candle desk listing required foods. This is a strict fast meal. No dairy or meat. Further details to follow. 

FEBRUARY 
à February 8:  Church Annual Meeting. Liturgy will begin @ 9:00 AM. Brief social w/ sandwiches & chips. Meet-

ing begins @ 11 AM. Free will offering. 
à February 15:  Meatfare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite meat dishes. (Last day to eat meat until Pascha). Free 

will offering. 
à February 22:  Cheesefare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite dairy dishes. (Last day of dairy until Pascha) Free 

will offering. 
à February 23:  Beginning of the Great Fast 
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Bulletin: In memory of my loving husband George Kolesar– Given by Barbara Kolesar 
Wine: OPEN  
Incense: OPEN 
Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light: In loving memory of parents Nicholas & Mary K. Libertin– given by Charissa & 

Tom Oliphant / In memory of the Sveda Family– Given by Barbara Kolesar  
Altar Candles: In loving Memory of brother Dr. Nick Libertin– Given by Charissa & Tom Oliphant / In memory of 

George and Olga Vansuch– Given by Daughter Sandy & husband Jim Bufalini  
Tetrapod Candles: OPEN 
St. Herman Candles: Commemorating all who participate in the maintenance of the church, the teachers, singers and 

those who participate in social events. Praying for everyone to love one another. 
St. Panteleimon Icon Candles: OPEN 
Protection Icon Candles: OPEN 
St. John the Baptist Candles: OPEN  
Monthly Flowers: OPEN   

$50 per month 
*Wine   
*Bulletin 
*Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light 
*Altar Candles 
*Tetrapod Candles 

$30 per month 
*St. Herman candles 
*St. Panteleimon Icon candles 
*Protection Icon candles 
*St. John the Baptist candles 

$25 per month 
Incense 
Flowers– NEW UPDATED PRICE / DECREASED 
  

DECEMBER Candle & Bulletin Sponsors  
NOTE: If anything is missing from the Sponsorships please contact Fr. Andrew ASAP  

PRAYER LIST 
PARISHIONERS: Achiles Arvan / Joann Biros / Audrey Chengelis / Joan Cross / Ann Cvercko / Pauline Fesz / Mary 
Fredericks / George Horodnic / Gianna Hryb / Elaine Johnston / Sue Kennedy / Matushka Helen Psinka /  Nadine Sabo / 
Dorothy Shirilla / Julia Simko / Deborah Zelinsky  
 
CLERGY: AP James Gleason (Fr.) / AP Michael Rustic / AP Emil Hutyan / AP John Steffaro / Fr. Peter Simko / Fr. 
Bryan Crivella / Fr. Matthew Nyumu & his family and his faithful at the parish of St Makarios in the Metropolis of   
Nairobi, Kenya / Fr. Michael Dayang & his family & his parishioners at 3 Hierarchs parish in Cameroon / Fr. Raphael 
Stephano & his family and parishioners of his 2 mission communities in the Diocese of Western Tanzania  
  
FAMILY & FRIENDS: Mary Ann Bozichovich (Kennedy) / Diane Caban (Sirilla) / George Caban (Sirilla) / Donna 
Chiarelli / Karen Debiec / Steve Dubic (Fr.) / Ron Hryb / Paula Kennedy / Joe Kollar (Fr.) / Kelly Marie Konya (Candle 
guy’s daughter) / Ginny McCay (Fredericks) / Pauline Meath (Fr.) /Matushka Raisa (Nicoloff) / Conner (Sabo) Chris 
Quotap (Fr.) / Bob Smrek (Sirilla) / Matt Turner ( Sirilla) /    Emilia Yanitto / Catherine Zile (Fr.) / David (Willison) / 
Drew (Willison) /  Eleanor  Marie (Vansuch) / Katherine (Steffaro) / Richard (Tusinac) / Genna Koval & her unborn 
baby / Kelly and her unborn baby  
 
MILITARY FAMILY & FRIENDS: Cory Deaton (Fr.) / Alena Grabavoy (Fr.) / Liam Garrity (Zelinsky) /           
Kenneth (Simko) 
  
MISCELLANEOUS: Metropolitan Paul (Orthodox Diocese of Aleppo) & Archbishop John (Archdiocese of               
Aleppo) still being held captive & Metropolitan Arseny imprisoned / The UN & IOCC humanitarian aid workers around 
the world / Those suffering persecution in Syria, Iraq, Israel, Egypt, Ukraine and around the world.  

40 DAY REMEMBRANCE 
November 23– Eleana Silk & Matushka Lecko                
December  7– John Formel                                           
December 14– Basil Glovinsky  

NOVEMBER Reader Schedule 
November 23– Deacon David Gemmel 
November 30– Natalia Simko  
December 7– Sub-deacon Donald Tamulonis 

NOVEMBER SOCIAL 
November 23– Sisterhood 
November 30– OPEN  
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NOVEMBER  FINANCIALS 
Expenses $11,210.09 
Income $9,402.40  
TOTAL   -$1,807.69 
 
Weekly Tithe  $7,783.70 
Weekly Candles $377.00 
Altar Candles $50.00 
Tetrapod Candles $50.00 
Bulletin $50.00 
Wine  $50.00 
Incense $25.00 
Mission $5.00 
Fundraiser $501.00 
Cookie Tray donation                                       $50.00 
Wasko Funeral reimbursement for Calendar  $373.20 
Christmas card $20.00 
Reimbursement of Shirts for festival               $67.50 
   
Monthly Charity:  Second Harvest $115.00 
 Seminarians                      $315.00 

NOVEMBER Celebrationơ 
Birthdaƻ 

 
29   William & Nadine Sabo– October 
31   Paul & Layne Demkosky– October    
1-   Fr John Zdinak                                                                                                                                                                 
2-   Melina Livosky                                                                                                                                       
5-   Maya Kubancsek                                                                                                                                 
11- Ethan Vansuch                                                                                                                                                                          
13- Elliot Vansuch                                                                                                                                                                   
14- Lynn Krause                                                                                                                                                                 
16- Valerie Schutt / Archbishop Daniel                                                                                                                                                                                     
17- Mark Livosky                                                                                                                                                         
18- George Horodnic, Jr / George Horodnic Sr                                                                                                                                           
20- His Holiness Patriarch Kryill                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
24 Lara Wise (Polewan)                                                                                                                            
25- Michael Livosky Jr / Donna Lynn (Ruff) / Iris 
Konik / Geno Kennedy                                                                                                                            
30- Kristen Basala                                                                                                                                                                      

Anniversarƻ 
7-93   Sub-deaconate ordination of AP Andrew Bartek                                                                                        
13-2012- The Most Blessed Tikhon elected as Primate                                                                                                              
15-1980- AB Nathaniel of Detroit & the Romanian 
Episcopate                                                                                                                                               

Nameơ Daƻ  
8- Michael Centofanti / Michael Polewan / Michael 
Simko / Gabriella Hryb                                                                                                                               
14- Gary Thompson                                                                                                                                       
16- Reader Matthew Vansuch / Ethan                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
24- Sherrie Fredericks                                                                                                                                                          
25- Retired Bishop Lazar of Ottawa                                                                                                                    
30- His Grace Bishop Andrei of Cleveland / AP                 
Andrew Bartek                                                                                                      

Office of the Chancellor Issues Report on 
Clergy Data 

The Chancery of the Orthodox Church in America is 
pleased to present up-to-date data concerning the age of 
our active priests and projections concerning ordinations 
and transfers. 

The data for the age of current active priests are as fol-
lows: 
34 & less 19 
35-44  83 
45-54  162 
55-64  107 
65-74  96 
75 & over 28 
Unknown 7 
Total  502 
 

The numbers above include 3 already retired clergy who 
are still listed as in charge of a congregation. 

The unit of analysis was active priests for 2025, that is 
priests who are currently in charge of parishes serving as 
priests-in-charge, acting rectors, or rectors. The number of 
priests currently in charge of parishes in the Orthodox 
Church in America is 502 (priests in charge of more than 
one congregation are counted only once). As the graph 
above shows, the priests were subdivided into six age 
groups. A total of 124 currently active priests are at or 
above the conventional age of retirement (65 years). This 
number represents 25% of all priests. Considering the mat-
ter slightly differently, 109 priests are presently serving at 
or above the age of 67, which is the Full Retirement Age, 
as defined by the United States Social Security Admin-
istration, for people born in 1960 or later. That number 
represents 22% of all priests.   Con’t Pg 6  
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NOVEMBER Reposed List 
         Infant Kapsonris (1962) ©                                                                                                               

Maria Vaselas (1963) ©                                                                                                                                 
Eva Georgiades (1963) ©                                                                                                                                                                  
1-   Still born Stalian (1920) © / Barbara Boyiazas 
(1931) © / Maria Vovlas (1962) ©                                                                                                                                             
2-   Still born Volchko (1922) ©                                                                                                                                  
3-   Efrosinia Melnik (1929) ©                                                                                                                            
4-   Myrna Tucci (1996) ©                                                                                                                                                                                                  
5-   Fr. Peter Tutko (2021) / Mary Pavoula (1948) 
© / Dan Shirilla (1963) © / Anna Pasco (1962) ©                                                                                                                                                         
6-   Edward Krajnak (1941) © / Simon Zografas 
(1947) © / Mary Feltovich (1963) ©                                                                                                                             
7-   Desiree Flaherty (1960) / Helen Korchniak 
(1920) ©                                                                                                                           
8-   Anna Fesz (1980) © / Michael Puskas (2012) 
© / George Pacak (1931) © / Julia Stuller (1956) 
©                                                                                                                                           
9-   Walter Leshinsky (2012) © / Ann Liszka 
(2006) © / John Zanbetis (1930) ©                                                                                                                                               
10- Mary Billy (1934) (Grandmother)  / Theodore 
Theodosiou (1957) ©                                                                                                     
11- Dorothy Bartek (2005) / Protodeacon Dennis 
Lucak (2018) / Matushka Helen Lucak (2018)                                                                                                                                   
Elias Maillis (1961) © / Charles Demetrios (1963) 
©                                                                                                                                       
12- Steve Bura (1985) © / John Livosky (1946) ©                                                                                                                                

         13- Stamatis Kousoufis (1943) ©                                                                                        
14- Thelma Paullas (1957) ©                                                                                                     
16- Donald Keegan (2021) / John Lebo (1985) 
© / Nicholas Petzakes (1936) © / Infant Spirtos 
(1959) ©                                                                                                                     
17- John Graban (1979) ©                                                                                                        
18- George Pallas (1962) ©                                                                                                      
19- Fr. John Dolhy (2006) / William Bakish 
(1985) © / Mike Talaban (1958) ©                                                                                             
Theodore Cougras (1960) ©                                                                                                    
20- Russell Harvischak (2020) ©                                                                                                 
21- Prot. Fr. Joseph Mihaly (1975) / Paul 
Waychik (1975) © / Mary Lebo (2010) ©                                                                                        
22- Olga Vansuch (2007) ©                                                                                                       
23- Serge Mihaly (2019) / Cilina Tolich (1993) 
© / Anna Graban (2009) © / Andrew Kotchmar 
(1965) ©                                                                                                                     
24- George Harvischak (1963) ©                                                                                                  
25- Luba Johnson (2020) / Thelma Herman 
(1952) ©                                                                                                                   
26- Slavi Radivojkov (1921) © / Infant Xenakis 
(Still Born) (1963) ©                                                                                                        
27- Louise Despetorich (1999) ©                                                                                                 
28- Livan Ostovich (1921) © / Michael Pogonis 
(1973) ©                                                                                                                  
29- His Eminence Archbishop David from        
Alaska 

 

Christmaơ Flowerơ—2025 
To help defray the cost of the Christmas flowers, the 
the price is $15/ flower. Give Father the names of your 
loved ones (in memory or health) you would like re-
membered during the Great Entrance on Christmas 
Day. Give $$ to Cindy. Deadline: November 22nd. 
 
Archpriest Andrew - (8 Flowers) 
For the Health of: 
* His Eminence, Archbishop Daniel; 
* All parishioners & their families; 
* The Altar Society, ‘O’ Club, the Sisterhood, the 

Council, the Choir, Fr. Dn. Jimmy & Protodeacon 
David, all the altar servers; 

* My family & friends; 
* The Hawk Run, Summitt & Cambell Fire Depart-

ments: especially Steve, Evan, David, Greg, Bryan, 
Robert, Steve, Frank, Tony & Paul; and 

* The Mayor, City Council, residents and businesses; 
In Memory of: 
* His Eminence, Met. Nicholas, my ordaining Bish-

op; 
* His Eminence, Met. Orestes; 
* His Eminence, Archbishop Job;  
* His Eminence, Archbishop Paul;  

* His Grace, Bishop Matthias;  
* His Grace, Bishop John; 
* His Grace, Bishop David; 
* His Grace, Bishop Innocent; 
* His Beatitude, Met. Herman & His Beatitude, Met. 

Theodosius 
* George & Dorothy, my parents;     
* My family & friends; and  
* The Diptychs of this Parish 

Luke 12:16-21 (Sunday, Gospel– Nov. 23) 
Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of 
a certain rich man yielded plentifully. And he thought 
within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no 
room to store my crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will 
store all my crops and my goods. ‘And I will say to my 
soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; 
take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”’ But God said to 
him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; 
then whose will those things be which you have provid-
ed?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God.” 
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Clergy data con’t from pg 4 

The total number of active priests aged 55 – 64, who 
will achieve retirement age within the next 10 years, is 
107, or 21% of the entire number of active priests. 
Meanwhile, we note that the number of priests below 
the age of 44 is only 102, which is 20% of the total 
number. 

Note that though there 502 active priests, there are 932 
priests in the Orthodox Church in America. Discount-
ing priests temporarily on loan, there are 907 priests. 
191 of these are retired and not listed as in charge of a 
community, 13 are on leave of absence, 18 are sus-
pended, and 1 has been loaned out. However, this 
leaves 207 priests who are serving as assistants or as-
sociates, are attached to a parish while working out-
side of it, are military chaplains, and so forth. It is im-
portant to remember that many of these 207 priests 
could become “active,” taking over a parish as a rec-
tor, at some point in the future. 

Noteworthy also is the fact that 319 deacons currently 
serve the Orthodox Church in America, and 301 of 
these are active, that is, neither retired, suspended, nor 
on a leave of absence. The Diaconal Vocations Pro-
gram currently has 81 students and at least 6 graduates 
awaiting ordination. Importantly, some deacons play a 
significant ministerial role in the life of their commu-
nities, roles that extend well beyond their strictly litur-
gical functions. Moreover, some number of these dea-
cons may one day be ordained to the presbyterate, 
should they have both the calling and the qualifica-
tions (an M.Div. degree from an Orthodox theological 
seminary, or, rarely, some equivalent accepted on a 
case-by-case basis by the Board of Theological Educa-
tion of the Orthodox Church in America). Therefore, 
no account of the clergy situation in the Orthodox 
Church in America is complete without considering 
our diaconate. 

These figures must be further considered against the 
Church’s present and projected needs. The Orthodox 
Church in America has a total of 683 parishes 
(parishes, missions, and mission stations across three 
countries), 118 of which are without a rector. These 
latter are usually administered by a regional dean or 
appointed administrator. It must be remembered these 
vacancies may have any number of causes: they may 
be temporary, or they may be due to very small num-
bers, great remoteness, and so forth. Some of these 
communities may be drawing near to closure due to 
geographic and demographic realities; it should not be 
assumed that all or even most of these vacant parishes 
are prepared to support a priest, even on a somewhat 
limited basis.  

It is worth considering in this regard that the Orthodox 
Church in America has opened more parishes than it 
has closed in the last five years, as the figure below 
shows. Between 2020 and 2024, 38 parishes were 
opened, and 18 parishes were closed, a net gain of 20  

parishes. In 2025, 8 parishes have opened to date and 
only one has been closed. It would appear that parish 
openings are far outpacing parish closings. This expan-
sion of our number of parishes suggests a general bur-
geoning and readiness for growth.  

Looking to our seminaries, there are currently 55 Master 
of Divinity students from the Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica enrolled at Saint Vladimir’s (23) and Saint 
Tikhon’s Seminaries (32), and who will graduate over 
the next three years. That is an average of 18 potential 
priests per year. Additionally, St. Herman’s Seminary, a 
diocesan seminary educating students for ministry spe-
cifically in Alaska, currently has 15 students (10 full-
time) and sees approximately 1 to 2 students ordained to 
the priesthood each year. At the Diocese of Mexi-
co’s Colegio Pastoral Ortodoxo San Basilio, there are 
currently 8 students, all ordination track, in the program; 
the program has produced 9 ordained clergy already. 

Therefore, if the enrollment at our seminaries remains 
steady over the next 10 years, then our present rate of 
seminary graduation and enrollment is sufficient to al-
low our parishes with retiring clergy to fill those posi-
tions, to permit parishes that already have openings to 
seek priests to fill them, and to provide for the founding 
of new missions in areas currently lacking an organized 
Orthodox presence. 

Beyond our seminaries, transfers are another source of 
clergy for the Orthodox Church in America. As the data 
below shows, for the year 2024, as well as for the cur-
rent year to date, Orthodox Church in America has seen 
more clergy transfer in than out. Clergy transfers are 
thus a minor but not insignificant source of younger 
clergy to help meet the needs of our growing communi-
ties.   Con’t next pg 
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Clergy data Con’t from previous pg  

In sum, a well-rounded assessment of the clergy situation 
of the Orthodox Church in America—one that includes 
our current number of priests, both active and not, as well 
seminarians, deacons and transfers—shows that we are 
not expecting to face an acute clergy shortage in the near 
future. Indeed, provided that we maintain and build upon 
our present strong efforts to increase vocations, support 
our seminaries, and assist our clergy families, these num-
bers show that the Orthodox Church in America is well-
positioned to raise up clergy to meet and exceed our pro-
jected needs. These efforts, if sustained and increased, 
will allow us to expand our mission and reach more North 
Americans with the holy Gospel and the sacred Orthodox 
tradition. 

It is important to emphasize the verbs “sustain” and 
“increase.” The post-COVID period has seen the rapid 
growth of our parishes, with many communities welcom-
ing significant numbers of inquirers, catechumens, and 
new converts. To maintain their liturgical and pastoral life 
under the conditions of constant expansion, many commu-
nities may now or soon benefit from the presence of an 
assistant priest or a seminary-trained deacon. In some cas-
es, the establishment of daughter missions or new parishes 
may also serve as a natural and fruitful way to meet the 
demands of expanding membership. In any case, careful 
planning, vocational support, and collaboration among 
dioceses will be essential to meeting this growth with suf-
ficient clergy and other resources. 

To this end, the Orthodox Church in America encourages 
its faithful and parishes to continue supporting our semi-
naries, which are critical sites for the formation of our 
bishops, priests, deacons, and lay leaders, unto the glory 
of God and the upbuilding of his holy Church. 

Entry con’t From pg 1 

But there are accounts in Church Tradition, that during 
the All-Pure Virgin’s stay at the Temple, She grew up in 
a community of pious virgins, diligently read the Holy 
Scripture, occupied Herself with handicrafts, prayed con-
stantly, and grew in love for God. From ancient times, the 
Church has celebrated the Feast of the Entry of the Most 
Holy Theotokos into the Temple. Indications that the 
Feast was observed in the first centuries of Christianity 
are found in the traditions of Palestinian Christians, which 
say that the holy Empress Helen (May 21) built a church 
in honor of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the 
Temple. 

Saint Gregory of Nyssa, in the fourth century, also men-
tions this Feast. In the eighth century Saints Germanus 
and Tarasius, Patriarchs of Constantinople, delivered ser-
mons on the Feast of the Entry. 

The Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into 
the Temple foretells God’s blessing for the human race, 
the preaching of salvation, the promise of the coming of 
Christ. 

Saint Amphilokhios, Bishop of Iconium / 
Commemorated on November 23 

Saint Amphilokhios (Amphilókhios), Bishop of Iconium, 
was born in Caesarea of Cappadocia (circa 340) a city 
which produced some of the greatest Fathers and teach-
ers of the Orthodox Church. He was a lawyer in Con-
stantinople, but later he devoted himself entirely to serv-
ing the Church. Not only was he a friend of Saint Basil 
the Great and a relative of Saint Gregory the Theologian, 
he was also their disciple. 

Saint Amphilokhios labored diligently in Christ's vine-
yard, living in the wilderness as a strict ascetic for about 
forty years, until the the Lord chose him to serve as a 
Hierarch. Saint Amphilokhios was the first Metropolitan 
of the new province of Lycaonia, and he often relied on 
Saint Basil for advice and help in his pastoral duties. 

The holy Archpastor fought against Arianism and other 
heresies of that time, defending the Divinity of the Holy 
Spirit against the heresy of Macedonius. Saint Basil ded-
icated his treatise "On the Holy Spirit" to Bishop Am-
philokhios. In addition to demonstrating the divinity of 
the Holy Spirit and His equality with the Father and the 
Son, Saint Basil's treatise defends the Church's ancient 
unwritten traditions, such as making the Sign of the 
Cross, facing East when we pray, not kneeling on Sun-
day, and so on. 

For many years Saint Amphilokhios tended the flock of 
Iconium which the Lord entrusted to him. The righteous 
one's prayer was so intense that he could ask the Lord to 
heal the physical and spiritual infirmities of his flock. He 
was also a gifted writer and preacher, guiding his flock 
on the path of salvation . As a strict    Con’t next pg   
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ATTENDANCE: 
A Comparison - 

NOVEMBER 
2024 2025 

1st Week    

Vespers 5 9 

Liturgy 56 / 37 51 / 24  

2nd Week   

Vespers 8 17 
(Festival 
Weekend)  

Liturgy 45 / 35 54 / 27 

3rd Week    

Vespers  4 14  

Liturgy 
Vespers foe Entrance 
Liturgy for Entrance  

60 / 49  
15 
10 

56 / 36  

4th Week    

Vespers 6  

Liturgy 60 / 47  

5th Week    

Liturgy  No 5th week  

flagship Master of Divinity program. Broadly speaking, the 
program will strengthen and reinforce an updated and re-
vised traditional curriculum, integrate a diocesan-level sat-
ellite Master of Divinity extension, promulgate a pre-
seminary preceptorship system, and strengthen chaplaincy 
through the Institute for Clinical Pastoral Education. 

Archpriest John Parker, Dean of St. Tikhon’s Seminary, 
explains that “the Orthodox Church in North America is 
growing rapidly as the apostolic witness is shared. This 
growth requires growing pastors and institutions that can 
serve those who are hungry and waiting for the Word. This 
program is water, spirit, and fertile soil for that growth.” 

St. Tikhon’s Seminary is one of 163 theological schools 
that have received grants since 2021 through the Pathways 
Initiative. Together, the schools serve a broad spectrum of 
both Orthodox and non-Orthodox traditions in the U.S. and 
Canada, also encompassing evangelical, mainline 
Protestant, nondenominational, Pentecostal, Roman Catho-
lic, a breadth of culturally distinct denominations, and his-
toric peace church traditions. 

Lilly Endowment launched the initiative because of its 
longstanding interest in supporting efforts to enhance and 
sustain the vitality of Christian congregations by strength-
ening the leadership capacities of pastors and congregation-
al lay leaders. 

“Theological schools have long played a central role for 
most denominations and church networks in preparing and 
supporting pastoral leaders who guide congregations,” said 
Christopher L. Coble, the Endowment’s vice president for 
religion. “These schools are paying close attention to the 
challenges churches are facing today and will face in the 
foreseeable future. The grants will help these schools en-
gage in wide-ranging, innovative efforts to adapt their edu-
cational programs and build their financial capacities so 
they can better prepare pastors and lay ministers to effec-
tively lead the congregations they will serve in the future.”  

The Pathways Initiative is part of Lilly Endowment’s wider 
efforts to strengthen theological schools and other religious 

St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary Receives Grant from Lilly 

Endowment Inc. 
St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Semi-
nary received a grant of $920,107.00 from Lilly En-
dowment Inc. to help establish the Sowing for Plen-
tiful Harvests program. 

The program is being funded through Lilly Endow-
ment’s Pathways for Tomorrow Initiative, which is 
intended to help theological schools across the Unit-
ed States and Canada strengthen their educational 
and financial capacities/programs and enhance their 
financial viability so they are better able to prioritize 
and respond to the most pressing challenges they 
face as they prepare and support pastoral leaders for 
Christian congregations both now and into the fu-
ture. 

The program, titled Sowing for Plentiful Harvests: 
Multiplying Vocations Regionally in a Season of 
Vocational Need, seeks to address the looming 
shortage of ordained vocations in the Orthodox 
Church throughout North America as the historic 
faith grows deeper roots and branches throughout 
the continent. In particular, it encourages the devel-
opment of older, second-career priestly vocations by 
synergistically opening and widening four different 
apertures to the 

Bishop Con’t from previous pg  

Orthodox theologian, the Saint fought relentlessly against 
the Arian and Eunomian heresies. He participated in the 
Second Ecumenical Council in 381, and led the struggle 
against the heresy of Macedonius. Few of the Saint's writ-
ings have been preserved, but eight of his homilies exist, 
including the oldest known homily on the Meeting of the 
Lord (February 2). 

The holy Bishop Amphilokhios departed peacefully to the 
Lord in the year 394. Pieces of the Saint's Holy Relics are 
to be found in the Monasteries of Saint Panteleimon on 
Mount Athos, Kykkos Monastery on Cyprus, and at the 
Benaki Museum in Athens.  
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Apostle Andrew, the Holy and                         
All-Praised First-Called /                           

Commemorated on November 30 
The Holy Apostle Andrew the First-Called was the first 
of the Apostles to follow Christ, and he later brought 
his own brother, the holy Apostle Peter, to Christ (John 
1:35-42). The future apostle was from Bethsaida, and 
from his youth he turned with all his soul to God. He 
did not enter into marriage, and he worked with his 
brother as a fisherman. When the holy Prophet, Fore-
runner and Baptist John began to preach, Saint Andrew 
became his closest disciple. Declaring Christ to be the 
Lamb of God, Saint John the Baptist himself sent to 
Christ his own two disciples, the future Apostles An-
drew and John the Theologian. 

After the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, 
Saint Andrew went to the Eastern lands preaching the 
Word of God. He went through Asia Minor, Thrace, 
Macedonia, he reached the River Danube, went along 
the coast of the Black Sea, through Crimea, the Black 
Sea region and along the River Dniepr he climbed to 
the place where the city of Kiev now stands. 

He stopped overnight on the hills of Kiev. Rising in the 
morning, he said to those disciples that were with him: 
“See these hills? Upon these hills shall shine forth the 
beneficence of God, and there will be a great city here, 
and God shall raise up many churches.” The apostle 
went up around the hills, blessed them and set up a 
cross. Having prayed, he went up even further along 
the Dniepr and reached a settlement of the Slavs, where 
Novgorod was built. From here the apostle went 
through the land of the Varangians towards Rome for 
preaching, and again he returned to Thrace, where in 
the small village of Byzantium, the future Constantino-
ple, he founded the Church of Christ. The name of the 
holy Apostle Andrew links the mother, the Church of 
Constantinople, with her daughter, the Russian Church. 

On his journeys the First-Called Apostle endured many 
sufferings and torments from pagans: they cast him out 
of their cities and they beat him. In Sinope they pelted 
him with stones, but remaining unharmed, the persis-
tent disciple of Christ continued to preach to people 
about the Savior. Through the prayers of the Apostle, 
the Lord worked miracles. By the labors of the holy 
Apostle Andrew, Christian Churches were established, 
for which he provided bishops and clergy. The final 
city to which the Apostle came was the city of Patra, 
where he was destined to suffer martyrdom.  

The Lord worked many miracles through His disciple 
in Patra. The infirm were made whole, and the blind 
received their sight. Through the prayers of the Apos-
tle, the illustrious citizen Sosios recovered from serious 
illness and Maximilla and Stratokles, the wife and 
brother of the governor of Patra, were healed.  The mir-
acles accomplished by the Apostle and his fiery speech   

enlightened almost all the citizens of the city of Patra 
with the true Faith. 

Few pagans remained at Patra, but among them was the 
prefect of the city, Aegeatos. The Apostle Andrew re-
peatedly turned to him with the words of the Gospel. 
But even the miracles of the Apostle did not convince 
Aegeatos. The holy Apostle with love and humility ap-
pealed to his soul, striving to reveal to him the Christian 
mystery of life eternal, through the wonderworking 
power of the Holy Cross of the Lord. The angry Aegea-
tos gave orders to crucify the apostle. The pagan 
thought he might undo Saint Andrew’s preaching if he 
were to put him to death on the cross. 

Saint Andrew the First-Called accepted the decision of 
the prefect with joy and with prayer to the Lord, and 
went willingly to the place of execution. In order to pro-
long the suffering of the saint, Aegeatos gave orders not 
to nail the saint’s hands and feet, but to tie them to the 
cross. For two days the apostle taught the citizens who 
gathered about. The people, in listening to him, with all 
their souls pitied him and tried to take Saint Andrew 
down from the cross. Fearing a riot of the people, Ae-
geatos gave orders to stop the execution. But the holy 
apostle began to pray that the Lord would grant him 
death on the cross. Just as the soldiers tried to take hold 
of the Apostle Andrew, they lost control of their hands. 
The crucified apostle, having given glory to God, said: 
“Lord Jesus Christ, receive my spirit.” Then a blazing 
ray of divine light illumined the cross and the martyr 
crucified upon it. When the light faded, the holy Apos-
tle Andrew had already given up his holy soul to the 
Lord. Maximilla, the wife of the prefect, had the body 
of the saint taken down from the cross, and buried him 
with honor. 

A few centuries later, under the emperor Constantine 
the Great, the relics of the holy Apostle Andrew were 
solemnly transferred to Constantinople and placed in 
the church of the Holy Apostles beside the relics of the 
holy Evangelist Luke and Saint Paul’s disciple Saint 
Timothy. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 (Sunday, Epistle-Nov. 30) 
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 
with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope 
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all. 
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Ephesians 2:14-22 (Sunday, Epistle– Nov. 
23) 

For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and 
has broken down the middle wall of separation, having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in 
Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 
and that He might reconcile them both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmi-
ty. And He came and preached peace to you who were 
afar off and to those who were near. For through Him we 
both have access by one Spirit to the Father. Now, there-
fore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fel-
low citizens with the saints and members of the house-
hold of God, having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being 
fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in 
whom you also are being built together for a dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit. 

Luke 13:10-17 (Sunday, Gospel– Nov. 30) 
Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 
Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit 
of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in 
no way raise herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called 
her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from 
your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on her, and imme-
diately she was made straight, and glorified God. But the 
ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because 
Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, 
“There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore 
come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.” 
The Lord then answered him and said, “Hypocrite! Does 
not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey 
from the stall, and lead it away to water it? So ought not 
this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 
has bound – think of it – for eighteen years, be loosed 
from this bond on the Sabbath?” And when He said these 
things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the 
multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were 

ALL WINNERS FROM FUNRAISER 
*Sunrise Inn Gift Card- $20 (Jacob Hryb)                                   
*Stonebridge gift Card- $25 (Patty Thompson)                          
*Sweet Grace Annas Bakery Gift Card- $50 (Angela 
Thomas)                                                                    
*Selah’s Gift Card- $25 (Michelle Hordnic)                 
*Target Gift Card- $50 (Nicholas Basile)                     
*Lets Eat Gift Card- (Beth Willison)                               
*Stonebridge Gift Card- $25 (Patty Bozichovich)     
*Aqua Pazzo gift Card- $100 (Carrie Antalocy)             
*Wedgewood Pizza Gift Card- (Terrah Andrews)            
*Belleria Pizza Gift Card- $25.00 (Lynn Krause)      
*Donavito’s Gift Card $20 (Mat. Katherine 
Demshuk)                                                                            
*Petitti Garden’s Gift Card- $25 ( Kelly Ferrick)            
*Texas Roadhouse Gift Card- $50 (Sherrie Freder-
icks)                                                                             
*Dunkin Gift Card- $25 (Arlene Getch)                          
*B. Addi & Turkey Gif Card- $50 (Arlene Getch)            
*Giant Eagle & Turkey Gift Card- $50 (Arlene 
Getch)                                                                             
*Duck Book Basket (Mary Luthern)                         
*Vera Bradley- (Vicki Powell)                                     
*Fall Plate Basket (Michelle Hordnic)                         
*Hello Lovely Pillow (Sherrie Fredricks)                    
*Cozy Basket (Louis Such)                                             
*Metal Tray Basket- (Pamela Direnzo)                               
*Martha Stewart Metal Tin (Sue Peters)                      
*Merry Xmas Tree Wreath (Patty Thompson)               
*Martha Stewart Sheet set (Sue Kennedy)                        
*trough & Candle Basket (Louis Such)                         
*Candy Basket (Sheila Factor)                                       
*Charcuterie board & Wine (Anthony Vargo)                 
*Victoria Secret Perfume (Sandra Buffalini)                      
Collapsable Basket Gain (Anthony Marafote)              
*Children’s Games & Books (Terrah Andrews)            
*Cold Beverage Dispenser– Krystal Miller)                  
*Pioneer Tree Farm (Tom Hull)                                    
*Xmas Gnome Countdown (Anna Dixon)                       
*Honey Bake Ham Basket (Tonya Boggia)                       
*Panera Canfield (Sheila Factor)                                                                 
*Steeler Wreath (Dn David Gemmel)                                
*Cast Iron Grill (Sue Peters)                                                
*Bathroom crate (Georgia Davis)                                      
*Large Egg Basket (Elaine Ernst)                                    
*Wine & Towel (Michelle Hordnic)                                  
*Camera & gift card (Patty Mico)                                                  
*Champagne & glasses (Georgia Davis)                          
*wine glasses & gift card (Anthony Vargo)                       
*Fall wreath (Tracy Zenko)                                           
*Egg Basket (Nina Boggia                                               
*Zmas pillow & robe (Karen Bailey)                                        
*Egg Basket (maria Cole)                                                
*kids Basket Boys (Thersa Mazzoca)                              
*Ford Sarchione car basket (Georgia Davis)                     
*Cheese Grater (Andy Pettitt)                                         
*Steeler’s blanket (Thersa Mazzoca)                                          
*Browns Blanket (Tracy Zenko)    Con’t next Pg                                                                    

AGAIN A HUGE THANK YOU  

& SUCCESS 
To all that helped at fundraiser. After expenses to date 
we have made $8,040. Further  reports will be given at 
Annual meeting in February.  

God Bless all! 
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Winners con’t from previous Pg 

*$50 Cash (Melanie Yannitto)                                                               
*$50 Cash (Terrah Andrews)                                                              
*cutting Board (Joann Kalantis)                                                             
*White House Fruit Farm (Lisa Davanzo)                                            
*Coffee Starbucks  (Joann Biros)                                                          
*Gia Russo Basket (Sub-deacon Dr. Don Tamulonis)                       
*Italian Basket (Sherrie Fredericks)                                                       
*Pink Flamingo blasket (Carol Zammary)                                            
*Perfume (Sandra Wiesen)                                                                    
*Gluten snack basket (Darlene Demjen)                                            
*Laundry Basket (Tonya Boggia)                                                        
*Metal Breakfast basket (Joann Sirilla)                                           
*Popcorn Basket (Nathaniel Willison)                                                 
*Gorant’s Basket (Michelle Hordnic)                                                        
*Autumn Cozy Basket (Brenda  Snitzer)                                                   
*Teacher Basket (Terrah Andrews)                                                     
*Football wreath (Patty Bozichovich)                                                           
*Metal Tray Chocolate (Michelle Hordnic)                                           
*Metal Zmas Gingerbread (Michelle Hordnic)                                    
*Chocolate Basket (Michelle Hordnic)                                               
*Cat Carrier (Mat. Katherine Demshuk)                                 
*Egg Basket (Patty Thompson)                                           
*Fall Basket (Michelle Hordnic)                                             
*Santa Claus lite (Sue Peters)                                                 
*Snack basket (Patty Thompson)                                               
*Hair Products Basket (Elaine Ernst)                                    
*Laundry Basket (Thersa Mazzoca)                                          
*Craft Box (Georgia Davis)                                                   
*Vase with Flowers (Anthony Vargo)                                      
*Xmas Basket (Heidi Kuzemchak) 

*Vera Bradley Holly (Louis Such)                                                             
*Baird Bothers (Sandra Wiesan)                                                                 
*Bubbles & Toys (Terrah Andrews)                                                           
*Kids Girl Basket (Kathy Brammer)                                                             
*Xmas tree Basket (Kelly Kurtz)                                                                    
*Children’s pillow (Kathy Brammer)                                                                 
*Wine Basket & Basket (Mat. Rose Crivella)                                            
*Egg Basket (Georgia Davis)                                                                    
*Lazy Susan fall basket (Patty Boldish)                                                    
*Metal tray pear (Nancy Tusinac)                                                            
*Girls Basket (Bill Sabo)                                                                             
*Teachers supply basket (Terrah Andrews)                                                
*Dinner with Fr. Andrew Cert. Tracy Zenko)                                           
*Matsy Basket (Krystal Miller)                                                                     
*Bundt Cake (Georgiana Lukehart)                                                            

50 / 50 Winner                                                                                              
*Ken Miller                                       

Lottery Tree Winner                                                                                     
*Pamela Direnzio                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                   
BIG ITEM WINNERS                                                                                       
*Kitchen Aid (Sherrie Fredericks)                                                             
*Christmas Tree (Sherrie Fredericks)                                                               
*Traformers toys (Mat. Rose Civella                                          
*70 inch TV– Mat. Katherine Demshuk                                    
*Outdoor fireit (Andy Pettitt 

We raised $8,040 from this report. A full report will be giv-
en at the Annual meeting in February along with all the 
fundraisers of 2025. Thank You & God Bless & Congratu-
lations  

Give As You Have Been Blessed 
 

“Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 23 Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and olive 
oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the Lਏ਒਄ your God at the place he will choose as a 
dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the Lਏ਒਄ your God always. Deuteronomy 14:22-23 
 

2026 Household Estimate of Giving 
 

$________________._____ - weekly  biweekly  monthly  (circle one) 
 
 
$________________._____ Total Annually 
 
 
Signed:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Signed:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
** Please remember: if unforeseen hardships change your ability to give, you will not be held accountable to your orig-
inal estimate.  Simply speak with Fr. Andrew and different arrangement will be made.  Conversely, if the Lord blesses 
you more than you had originally foreseen, feel free to give more than your estimate.** 

Return by December 1, 2025 
 

May our Lord God bless you as you follow His commands! 


