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The Weekly Forerunner  
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

301 Struthers Liberty Rd 

Campbell, OH 44405 

NOVEMBER Bulletin Sponsor 
In Memory of my Mother Dorthy & my grandmother  Mary– Given by AP Andrew Bartek  

Liturgical & Events Schedule  
 
Sunday, November 9– NOTE TIME CHANGE 
8:35 AM: Hours  
9:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Panachida for Military / 

NO SOCIAL 
1:00-4:00 PM:  Crates & Basket Raffle & Slavic food 
Festival here 
 
Wednesday, November 12 
6:00 PM:  Fire Training Meeting  
 
Saturday, November 15—NATIVITY FAST      
BEGINS 
3:15-3:45 PM:  Confessions by app’t 
4:00 PM:  Vespers / Confessions  
 
Sunday, November 16 
9:15-9:45 AM: Confessions by app’t 
9:35 AM: Hours 
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Council Meeting / Choir 
Rehearsal / Social  

NOVEMBER Reader Schedule 
November 9– George Horodnic 
November 16– Jacob Hryb 
November 23– Deacon David Gemmel 
November 30– Natalia Simko  
 

40 DAY REMEMBRANCE 

November 9– Paula Voytilla                                                                                                  
November 23– Eleana Silk & Matushka Lecko                
December  7– John Formel  

NOVEMBER CHARITY 

We are asking this year for gift cards to help seminarians 
and their families for Christmas. Gift cards can be from: 

Amazon                                                                                                     
Target                                                                                                      
Walmart                                                                                              
Khols                                                                                                   
Barnes & Noble 

If you are going to make a monetary donation by check 
please make it out to FOCA and put in memo Gift cards 
donation.. If you are going to donate by cash the church 
will send the checks at one time later this month. Dead-
line Sunday November 23rd. The donations must get to 
the seminary by Dec. 3rd.   

Any questions please see Elizabeth Willison.  

NOVEMBER SOCIAL 
November 9– FUNDRAISER  
November 16– Council 
November 23– Sisterhood 
November 30– OPEN  

Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius of 
Ephesus                                                         

Commemorated on November 9 

The Holy Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius of 
Ephesus suffered during the persecution against Chris-
tians by the emperor Diocletian (284-305). They beat 
them and burned them. After this, they tied the saints 
to wild horses, which dragged them over the stones, 
after which the Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius 
died. Believers gathered the remains of the saints and 
reverently buried them. 
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PRAYER LIST 
PARISHIONERS: Achiles Arvan / Audrey Chengelis / Joan Cross / Ann Cvercko / Pauline Fesz / Mary Fredericks / 
George Horodnic / Gianna Hryb / Sue Kennedy / Matushka Helen Psinka /  Dorothy Shirilla / Julia Simko / Deborah 
Zelinsky  
 
CLERGY: AP James Gleason (Fr.) / AP Michael Rustic / AP Emil Hutyan / Fr. Peter / For Fr. Matthew Nyumu & his 
family and his faithful at the parish of St Makarios in the Metropolis of Nairobi, Kenya / Fr. Michael Dayang & his        
family & his parishioners at 3 Hierarchs parish in Cameroon / Fr. Raphael Stephano & his family and parishioners of his 
2 mission communities in the Diocese of Western Tanzania  
  
FAMILY & FRIENDS: Mary Ann Bozichovich (Kennedy) / Diane Caban (Sirilla) / George Caban (Sirilla) / Donna 
Chiarelli / Karen Debiec / Steve Dubic (Fr.) / Basil Glovinsky (Fr.) / Ron Hryb / Paula Kennedy / Joe Kollar (Fr.) /             
Ginny McCay (Fredericks) / Pauline Meath (Fr.) /Matushka Raisa (Nicoloff) / Chris Quotap (Fr.) / Bob Smrek (Sirilla) / 
Matt Turner ( Sirilla) / Emilia Yanitto / Catherine Zile (Fr.) / David (Willison) / Drew (Willison) /  Eleanor  Marie 
(Vansuch) / Katherine (Steffaro) / Richard (Tusinac) / Genna Koval & her unborn baby / Kelly and her unborn baby  
 
MILITARY FAMILY & FRIENDS: Cory Deaton (Fr.) / Alena Grabavoy (Fr.) / Liam Garrity (Zelinsky)  
  
MISCELLANEOUS: Metropolitan Paul (Orthodox Diocese of Aleppo) & Archbishop John (Archdiocese of               
Aleppo) still being held captive & Metropolitan Arseny imprisoned / The UN & IOCC humanitarian aid workers around 
the world / Those suffering persecution in Syria, Iraq, Israel, Egypt, Ukraine and around the world.  

PLEASE KEEP OUR ELDERS OF THE CHURCH & SHUT-INS IN YOUR  

PRAYERS 

Send a “Thinking of You” card or remember their Birthday with a card.  If anyone needs to be added, please 

contact Fr. Andrew.  

Mrs. Mary Fredericks  
648 Dumont Ave 

Campbell, OH 44405 

Mrs. Audrey Chengelis 
c/o Assumption Village  

9802 Market Street / Room 132 
North Lima, OH 44452 

Mrs. Julia Simko 
c/o Caprice Senior Care Facility  
9184 Market Street / Room 210 

North Lima, OH 44452 

Matushka Helen Psinka 
c/o Concordia Villa St. Joseph 

1030 W State Street / Room 1B49 
Baden, Pa, 15005 

Emilia Yannitto 
8017 Salinas  Tr. 

Boardman, OH  44512-5402 

Carol Ruff 
2207 Birch Trail Blvd  

Youngstown, OH 44515-4910 

Mrs. Dorothy Shirilla 
8362 Van Dr. 

Poland, OH 44514 

Mrs. Pauline Fesz 
488 Harmony Lane 

Campbell, OH  44405 

Sue Kennedy 
593 Hyatt Ave 

Campbell, OH 44405-1479 

Joan Cross 
97 Butler Street / Apt 1-rear 

Brooklyn , NY 11201 

George Horodnic, Sr. 
c/o Briarfield Place 

8400 Market Street / Room 306 
Boardman, OH 44512 

Ann Cvercko 
1875 Mallard Land 

North Lima, OH 44452 

Once we give in to agitation, we lose both self-control 
and the ability to understand events clearly in order to 
do the right thing. Each such loss gives the devil an-
other avenue to agitate us still more and push us to 
take some step which would be difficult or even im-

possible to remedy. 

Fr. Jack Sparks 
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NOVEMBER Candle & Bulletin Sponsors  
NOTE: If anything is missing from the Sponsorships please contact Fr. Andrew ASAP  

Bulletin: In memory of my mother Dorothy & grandmother Mary - Given by AP Andrew Bartek  
Wine: In memory of my cousin Protopresbyter Joseph Mihaly– Given by AP Andrew Bartek   
Incense: In memory of my friends & family– Given by AP Andrew Bartek  
Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light: In memory of my mother Olga Sveda on occasion of her b-day– Given by      

Barbara Kolesar /  in memory of the birthdays for my Baba Pearl Miralles (Nov 1st) and my dad Robert Yannitto 
(Nov 5th).– Given by Melanie Yannitto 

Altar Candles: In memory of Archbishop David of Alaska– Given by AP Andrew Bartek 
Tetrapod Candles: OPEN 
St. Herman Candles: Commemorating all who participate in the maintenance of the church, the teachers, singers and 

those who participate in social events. Praying for everyone to love one another. 
St. Panteleimon Icon Candles: OPEN 
Protection Icon Candles: OPEN 
St. John the Baptist Candles: For the health of all of those who have helped & continue to help in anyway for the    

November fundraiser– Given by anonymous  
Monthly Flowers: OPEN   

$50 per month 
*Wine   
*Bulletin 
*Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light 
*Altar Candles 
*Tetrapod Candles 

$30 per month 
*St. Herman candles 
*St. Panteleimon Icon candles 
*Protection Icon candles 
*St. John the Baptist candles 

$25 per month 
Incense 
 
Flowers - $50 for 2 weeks at a time–  

His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon             
Presides at 100th Anniversary               

Celebration of Ss. Peter and Paul Sobor 
in Montreal, QC, Canada 

On Saturday, October 25, 2025, His Beatitude Metro-
politan Tikhon traveled to Montreal to preside at the 
100th Anniversary Celebration of Saints Peter and Paul 
Sobor at the invitation of His Eminence Archbishop 
Irénée of Ottawa and Canada. Upon arrival to Montre-
al, His Beatitude was greeted at the airport by His Emi-
nence Archbishop Irénée, Archpriest Anatoliy Melnyk, 
the Rector of the parish, and other diocesan clergy. 

His Beatitude then proceeded to Saints Peter and Paul 
Sobor, where he presided at the All Night Vigil. Fol-
lowing Vigil a light dinner was held with the concele-
brating clergy in the Church Hall. 

On Sunday, October 26th, 2025, His Beatitude presid-
ed at the celebration of the Hierarchical Divine Litur-
gy. Concelebrating with His Beatitude was His Emi-
nence, Father Anatoliy, Priest Gleb Melnyk, and other 
diocesan clergy. 

At the conclusion of the liturgy, His Eminence wel-
comed His Beatitude to Montreal and Father Anatoliy 
presented His Beatitude with an Icon of Saints Peter 
and Paul along with a commemorative book about the 
life of the parish. Also, Priest Joshua Genig offered 
prayerful greetings and best wishes to His Beatitude 
and to the parish community on behalf of His Grace 
Bishop Matthew of Sourozh, Interim Administrator of 
the Patriarchal Parishes of the United States and Cana-
da. 

 

A Festive banquet followed that included presenta-
tions about the life of the parish, traditional Russian 
dances and musical entertainment with members of 
the local community, His Beatitude then returned to 
Washington, DC. 

ATTENDANCE: 
A Comparison - 
NOVEMBER 

2024 2025 

1st Week    

Vespers 5 9 

Liturgy 56 / 37 51 / 24  

2nd Week   

Vespers 8  

Liturgy 45 / 35  

3rd Week    

Vespers  4  

Liturgy 
Vespers foe Entrance 
Liturgy for Entrance  

60 / 49  
15 
10 

 

4th Week    

Vespers 6  

Liturgy 60 / 47  

5th Week    

   



 

             Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747 
 https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/                 padrebartek@gmail.com 

4 

NOVEMBER  FINANCIALS 
Expenses $4,627.30 
Income $4,407.70  
TOTAL   -$219.60 
 
Weekly Tithe  $3606.70 
Weekly Candles $149.00 
Altar Candles                                                    $50.00 
Tetrapod Candles                                              $50.00 
Bulletin                                                             $50.00 
Wine                                                                 $50.00 
Incense                                                              $25.00 
Mission                                                               $5.00 
Fundraiser                                                       $422.00 
   
Monthly Charity:  Second Harvest $115.00 
                              Seminarians                      $100.00 

NOVEMBER Celebrations 
Birthday 

 
29   William & Nadine Sabo– October 
31   Paul & Layne Demkosky– October    
1-   Fr John Zdinak                                                                                                                                                                 
2-   Melina Livosky                                                                                                                                       
5-   Maya Kubancsek                                                                                                                                 
11- Ethan Vansuch                                                                                                                                                                          
13- Elliot Vansuch                                                                                                                                                                   
14- Lynn Krause                                                                                                                                                                 
16- Valerie Schutt / Archbishop Daniel                                                                                                                                                                                     
17- Mark Livosky                                                                                                                                                         
18- George Horodnic, Jr / George Horodnic Sr                                                                                                                                           
20- His Holiness Patriarch Kryill                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
24 Lara Wise (Polewan)                                                                                                                            
25- Michael Livosky Jr / Donna Lynn (Ruff) / Iris 
Konik / Geno Kennedy                                                                                                                            
30- Kristen Basala                                                                                                                                                                      

Anniversary 
7-93   Sub-deaconate ordination of AP Andrew Bartek                                                                                        
13-2012- The Most Blessed Tikhon elected as Primate                                                                                                              
15-1980- AB Nathaniel of Detroit & the Romanian 
Episcopate                                                                                                                                               

Names Day  
8- Michael Centofanti / Michael Polewan / Michael 
Simko / Gabriella Hryb                                                                                                                               
14- Gary Thompson                                                                                                                                       
16- Reader Matthew Vansuch / Ethan                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
24- Sherrie Fredericks                                                                                                                                                          
25- Retired Bishop Lazar of Ottawa                                                                                                                    
30- His Grace Bishop Andrei of Cleveland / AP                 
Andrew Bartek                                                                                                      

Galatians 6:11-18 (Epistle) 

See with what large letters I have written to you with my 
own hand! As many as desire to make a good showing in 
the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only 
that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of 
Christ. For not even those who are circumcised keep the 
law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may 
boast in your flesh. But God forbid that I should boast ex-
cept in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
avails anything, but a new creation. And as many as walk 
according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and 
upon the Israel of God. From now on let no one trouble 
me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 
Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit. Amen. 

Luke 8:41-56 (Gospel) 

And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a 
ruler of the synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet 
and begged Him to come to his house, for he had an only 
daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. 
But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him. Now a 
woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had 
spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be 
healed by any, came from behind and touched the border 
of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood 
stopped. And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” When all 
denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the mul-
titudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched 
Me?’” But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I per-
ceived power going out from Me.” Now when the woman 
saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and fall-
ing down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence 
of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how 
she was healed immediately. And He said to her, 
“Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you 
well. Go in peace.” While He was still speaking, someone 
came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to 
him, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.” 
But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, “Do 
not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.” 
When He came into the house, He permitted no one to go 
in except Peter, James, and John, and the father and moth-
er of the girl Now all wept and mourned for her; but He 
said, “Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.” And 
they ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead. But He 
put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, say-
ing, “Little girl, arise.” Then her spirit returned, and she 
arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given 
something to eat. And her parents were astonished, but He 
charged them to tell no one what had happened. 
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NOVEMBER Reposed List 

         Infant Kapsonris (1962) ©                                                                                                               
Maria Vaselas (1963) ©                                                                                                                                 
Eva Georgiades (1963) ©                                                                                                                                                                  
1-   Still born Stalian (1920) © / Barbara Boyiazas 
(1931) © / Maria Vovlas (1962) ©                                                                                                                                             
2-   Still born Volchko (1922) ©                                                                                                                                  
3-   Efrosinia Melnik (1929) ©                                                                                                                            
4-   Myrna Tucci (1996) ©                                                                                                                                                                                                  
5-   Fr. Peter Tutko (2021) / Mary Pavoula (1948) 
© / Dan Shirilla (1963) © / Anna Pasco (1962) ©                                                                                                                                                         
6-   Edward Krajnak (1941) © / Simon Zografas 
(1947) © / Mary Feltovich (1963) ©                                                                                                                             
7-   Desiree Flaherty (1960) / Helen Korchniak 
(1920) ©                                                                                                                           
8-   Anna Fesz (1980) © / Michael Puskas (2012) 
© / George Pacak (1931) © / Julia Stuller (1956) 
©                                                                                                                                           
9-   Walter Leshinsky (2012) © / Ann Liszka 
(2006) © / John Zanbetis (1930) ©                                                                                                                                               
10- Mary Billy (1934) (Grandmother)  / Theodore 
Theodosiou (1957) ©                                                                                                     
11- Dorothy Bartek (2005) / Protodeacon Dennis 
Lucak (2018) / Matushka Helen Lucak (2018)                                                                                                                                   
Elias Maillis (1961) © / Charles Demetrios (1963) 
©                                                                                                                                       
12- Steve Bura (1985) © / John Livosky (1946) ©                                                                                                                                

         13- Stamatis Kousoufis (1943) ©                                                                                        
14- Thelma Paullas (1957) ©                                                                                                     
16- Donald Keegan (2021) / John Lebo (1985) 
© / Nicholas Petzakes (1936) © / Infant Spirtos 
(1959) ©                                                                                                                     
17- John Graban (1979) ©                                                                                                        
18- George Pallas (1962) ©                                                                                                      
19- Fr. John Dolhy (2006) / William Bakish 
(1985) © / Mike Talaban (1958) ©                                                                                             
Theodore Cougras (1960) ©                                                                                                    
20- Russell Harvischak (2020) ©                                                                                                 
21- Prot. Fr. Joseph Mihaly (1975) / Paul 
Waychik (1975) © / Mary Lebo (2010) ©                                                                                        
22- Olga Vansuch (2007) ©                                                                                                       
23- Serge Mihaly (2019) / Cilina Tolich (1993) 
© / Anna Graban (2009) © / Andrew Kotchmar 
(1965) ©                                                                                                                     
24- George Harvischak (1963) ©                                                                                                  
25- Luba Johnson (2020) / Thelma Herman 
(1952) ©                                                                                                                   
26- Slavi Radivojkov (1921) © / Infant Xenakis 
(Still Born) (1963) ©                                                                                                        
27- Louise Despetorich (1999) ©                                                                                                 
28- Livan Ostovich (1921) © / Michael Pogonis 
(1973) ©                                                                                                                  
29- His Eminence Archbishop David from Alas-
ka 

 

His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon  Presides at First Feast Day of Righteous Mother 
Olga in Washington, DC 

On Monday, October 27, 2025, His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon presided at the Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas Ca-
thedral, in Washington DC, for the inaugural Feast Day of the Righteous Mother Olga of Kwethluk–Tanqilria Arrsa-
mquq–Wonderworker, Matushka of All Alaska. 

This archpastoral visit was the culmination of several events this year marking the canonization of St. Olga. In antici-
pation of this unique event, His Beatitude, along with the Holy Synod, issued a general call to serve the inaugural feast 
day of St. Olga to all the clergy and faithful of the Orthodox Church in America. Concelebrating with His Beatitude at 
St. Nicholas Cathedral were Priest David Bozeman, Secretary of the Orthodox Church in America, along with clergy 
and faithful of the Archdiocese of Washington. 

His Beatitude delivered the homily where he reflected on the ways the saints continue to bear witness to God. He en-
couraged the faithful to remember that “they are simply a reminder for us, who are so often hard-hearted and stiff-
necked, that God is living and active in his saints and in our lives. He is always at work through his saints—both those 
departed this life and those who still remain, often hidden, in our midst—guiding us toward salvation and leading us 
toward himself. As St. Paisios the Athonite teaches, if our eyes were fully open, then we would perceive our whole life 
and the whole world as a miracle of God.” 

At the conclusion of the Liturgy, His Beatitude greeted all those present, spoke briefly about the canonization event 
itself, recalling the surprising appearance of several flocks of birds, the dust and difficulty of the journey to Kwethluk, 
and the theme of water in baptism and as life-giving reality for the Alaskan community. He then joined the St. Nicho-
las community and gathered clergy for a meal. 

You can Read the full text of His Beatitude’s homily on the national OCA website.  
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OCA Delegation Visits Churches in     
Romania and Slovakia 

At the end of October 2025, and with the blessing 
of His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon, Archpriest Ales-
sandro Margheritino, Chancellor of the Orthodox 
Church in America, undertook an official visit to the 
Churches in Romania and in the Czech Lands and Slo-
vakia. 

On October 24, with the blessing of His Beatitude Pa-
triarch Daniel, Fr. Alessandro traveled to Bucharest 
together with Dr. Ionuț-Alexandru Tudorie, Dean 
of Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, to 
attend the consecration of the iconography of the Na-
tional Cathedral on the feast of Saint Demetrios the 
Myrrh-Gusher. The visit provided the opportunity for 
the Orthodox Church in America to be represented at 
this historic celebration and for Fr. Alessandro to meet 
with various representatives of the Romanian Orthodox 
Church. 

On Saturday, October 25, Fr. Alessandro and Dr. Tu-
dorie were welcomed to the Patriarchal Palace for a 
meeting with His Grace Bishop Varlaam of Ploiești, 
Assistant Bishop to the Patriarch and Secretary of the 
Holy Synod, representing Patriarch Daniel. The discus-
sion focused on the life of both Churches, the signifi-
cance of the consecration of the Cathedral’s iconogra-
phy, and areas of mutual interest and cooperation. Top-
ics included the recent canonization of Saint Olga of 
Alaska and other new saints, as well as the Romanian 
Orthodox Episcopate of America’s resolution to begin 
the canonization process of Archimandrite Roman Bra-
ga, which will be considered by the Holy Synod of 
Bishops at its upcoming November session, and the 
possible collaboration with the Romanian Patriarchate. 

That evening, Fr. Alessandro was invited to concele-
brate Great Vespers at Schitul Măgureanu Monastery in 
Bucharest, at the invitation of its Abbot, Archimandrite 
Antim, followed by a meal with the brotherhood and 
guests. On Sunday, October 26, the delegation attended 
the historic consecration of the iconography of the Na-
tional Cathedral—an event commemorating the year in 
which the Romanian Orthodox Church celebrates the 
100th anniversary of its elevation to the rank of Patriar-
chate and the 140th anniversary of its Autocephaly. 
Construction of the Cathedral, which now stands as the 
largest Orthodox Church in the world, began in 2010 
under the leadership of Patriarch Daniel. The service 
was attended by thousands of faithful and concelebrat-
ed by His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholo-
mew, Patriarch Daniel, and numerous bishops, clergy, 
and deacons of the Romanian Orthodox Church from 
around the world.  

Fr. Alessandro and Dr. Tudorie were accompanied to 
the Cathedral by Priest Cosmin Pricop, Dean of the 
Theological Faculty of the University of Bucharest.  

Later that evening, they were invited to a private reception 
hosted by the Alexandrion Foundation in honor of Patriarch 
Bartholomew, where they greeted His All-Holiness, mem-
bers of the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s delegation, and other 
dignitaries attending the event. 

On Monday, following the Divine Liturgy, Fr. Alessandro 
and Dr. Tudorie held further informal meetings with repre-
sentatives of the Romanian Patriarchate and the Metropolis 
of Bucharest. 

On Tuesday, October 28, Fr. Alessandro departed Bucha-
rest for Košice, Slovakia, to begin the second part of his 
trip. He was received at the Košice airport by His Eminence 
Archbishop Juraj of Košice and Michalovce. That evening, 
Archbishop Juraj welcomed Fr. Alessandro to the Diocesan 
Cathedral, offering an opportunity to discuss the life of the 
Archdiocese, the Church of the Czech Lands and Slovakia, 
and matters of mutual interest. 

On Wednesday, Archbishop Juraj and his Archdeacon 
guided Fr. Alessandro on a visit to the Diocese. The tour 
began at the Cathedral in Michalovce, where a new bell 
tower with a crypt and baptistry is under construction. 
There, they met with Archpriest Sergej Barilik, Dean, and 
later visited the Diocesan Chancery. In the afternoon, they 
visited the parish of Markovce, where Priest Martin Halik 
spoke about his mission among the Roma community and 
various charitable programs. In the evening, they visited the 
parish of Brezina, served by Archpriest Vasil Bardzak, 
Chancellor of the Archdiocese. 

On Thursday, October 30, Fr. Alessandro was accompanied 
by Archbishop Juraj to Prešov for an audience with His 
Beatitude Metropolitan Rastislav, Primate of the Orthodox 
Church of the Czech Lands and Slovakia. Also present was 
Archpriest Michal Švajko, Secretary of the Archdiocese of 
Prešov. Fr. Alessandro conveyed the greetings of Metropol-
itan Tikhon and of the Orthodox Church in America, and 
on behalf of Metropolitan Tikhon, presented Metropolitan 
Rastislav with relics of the recently canonized Saint Olga of 
Alaska, whose veneration is spreading rapidly throughout 
the Church in the Czech Lands and Slovakia. His Beatitude 
expressed deep gratitude for the gift and emphasized the 
importance of continued fraternal relations and mutual vis-
its between the two Churches. Their discussion touched on 
topics of common concern, developments in world Ortho-
doxy, possible future pilgrimages, and the shared history 
linking the two Churches. 

Following the audience, Fr. Alessandro visited the Prima-
tial Cathedral of Saint Alexander Nevsky, the Theological 
Faculty of the University of Prešov, and the Seminary, 
where he was warmly received by Archpriest Štefan 
Pružinský, Dean of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology. 
Their conversation focused on theological education and 
priestly formation. That afternoon, Fr. Alessandro returned 
to Košice with Archbishop Juraj, whom he thanked for the 
generous hospitality he had received throughout his visit. 

On Friday, October 31, Fr. Alessandro departed Slovakia to 
return to the United States. 


