The Weekly Forerunner
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church

301 Struthers Liberty Rd
Campbell, OH 44405

DECEMBER Bulletin Sponsor
In memory of my loving husband George Kolesar- Given by Barbara Kolesar

Liturgical & Events Schedule
Sunday, December 7
9:15-9:45 AM: Confessions by app’t
9:35 AM: Hours
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Panachida for WWII,
Pearl Harbor & Eugene Pallai / Visit by St. Nicholas /
FOCA Christmas taping / St. Nicholas Social

Wednesday, December 10
6:00 PM: Fire House Training

Thursday, December 11
5-7 PM: Dinner for the less fortunate of Campbell

Saturday, December 13

Pick-up Christmas Cookie Trays
3:15-3:45 PM: Confessions by app’t
4:00 PM: Vespers / Confessions

Sunday, December 14

9:15-9:45 AM: Confessions by app’t

9:35 AM: Hours

10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Social Council Meeting

Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker,
Archbishop of Myra in Lycia
Commemorated on December 6

Saint Nicholas, the Wonderworker, Archbishop of
Mpyra in Lycia is famed as a great saint pleasing unto
God. He was born in the city of Patara in the region of
Lycia (on the south coast of the Asia Minor peninsu-
la), and was the only son of pious parents Theophanes
and Nonna, who had vowed to dedicate him to God.

As the fruit of the prayer of his childless parents, the
infant Nicholas from the very day of his birth revealed
to people the light of his future glory as a wonder-
worker. His mother, Nonna, after giving birth was im-
mediately healed from illness. The newborn infant,
while still in the baptismal font, stood on his feet three
hours, without support from anyone, thereby honoring
the Most Holy Trinity. Saint Nicholas from his infan-
cy began a life of fasting, and on Wednesdays and Fri-
days he would not accept milk from his mother until
after his parents had finished their evening prayers.

From his childhood Nicholas thrived on the study of Di-
vine Scripture; by day he would not leave church, and by
night he prayed and read books, making himself a worthy
dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. Bishop Nicholas of
Patara rejoiced at the spiritual success and deep piety of
his nephew. He ordained him a reader, and then elevated
Nicholas to the priesthood, making him his assistant and
entrusting him to instruct the flock.

In serving the Lord the youth was fervent of spirit, and in
his proficiency with questions of faith he was like an El-
der, who aroused the wonder and deep respect of believ-
ers. Constantly at work and vivacious, in unceasing pray-
er, the priest Nicholas displayed great kind-heartedness
towards the flock, and towards the afflicted who came to
him for help, and he distributed all his inheritance to the
poor.

There was a certain formerly rich inhabitant of Patara,
whom Saint Nicholas saved from great sin. The man had
three grown daughters, and in desperation he planned to
sell their bodies so they would have money for food. The
saint, learning of the man’s poverty and of his wicked
intention, secretly visited him one night and threw a sack
of gold through the window. With the money the man
arranged an honorable marriage for his daughter. Saint
Nicholas also provided gold for the other daughters,
thereby saving the family from falling into spiritual de-
struction. In bestowing charity, Saint Nicholas always
strove to do this secretly and to conceal his good deeds.

The Bishop of Patara decided to go on pilgrimage to the
holy places at Jerusalem, and entrusted the guidance of
his flock to Saint Nicholas, who fulfilled this obedience
carefully and with love. When the bishop returned, Nich-
olas asked his blessing for a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
Along the way the saint predicted a storm would arise
and threaten the ship. Saint Nicholas saw the devil get on
the ship, intending to sink it and kill all the passengers.
At the entreaty of the despairing pilgrims, he calmed the
waves of the sea by his prayers. Through his prayer a
certain sailor of the ship, who had fallen from the mast
and was mortally injured, was also restored to health.

When he reached the ancient city of Jerusalem and came
to Golgotha, Saint Nicholas gave thanks to the Savior. He
went to all the holy places, worshiping at each one. One
night on Mount Sion, the closed doors of the church
opened by themselves for the great pilgrim. Con’t Pg 6
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PLEASE KEEP OUR ELDERS OF THE CHURCH & SHUT-INS IN YOUR
PRAYERS

Send a “Thinking of You” card or remember their Birthday with a card. If anyone needs to be added, please
contact Fr. Andrew.

Mrs. Mary Fredericks Mrs. Audrey Chengelis Mrs. Julia Simko
6.48 Dumont Ave c/o Assumption Village c/o Caprice Senior Care Facility
b 1111 42; 9802 Market Street / Room 132 9184 Market Street / Room 210
Campbell, OH 44405 North Lima, OH 44452 North Lima, OH 44452
Matushka Helen Psinka - . Carol Ruff
c/o Concordia Villa St. Joseph 1?318111;12; Slf.annllfto 2207 Birch Trail Blvd
1030 W State Street / Room 1B49 alas ar. Youngstown, OH 44515-4910
Baden, Pa, 15005 Boardman, OH 44512-5402
Mrs. Dorothy Shirilla Mrs. Pauline Fesz Sue Kennedy
8362 Van Dr. 488 Harmony Lane 593 Hyatt Ave
Poland, OH 44514 Campbell, OH 44405 Campbell, OH 44405-1479
Joan Cross George Horodnic, Sr. Ann Cvercko

c/o Briarfield Manor
461 South Canfield-Niles Rd / Room 101
Austintown, OH 44515

1875 Mallard Land
North Lima, OH 44452

97 Butler Street / Apt 1-rear
Brooklyn , NY 11201

Opportunities DECEMBER Reader Schedule
Parish Christmas Card December 7— Reader Matthew Vansuch
¢ Would you like your name included in the 2025 December 14— Sub-deacon Donald Tamulonis
Christmas Card. Donation amount: $20. Please December 21— Reader Nick Vansuch

see Cindy. December 25— Robert Willson

Christmas Cookies (Tray) Fundraiser
S50 to purchase one (1) tray with 5 dozen cookies

Number of available trays is limited. ORDER EAR- 40 DAY REMEMBRANCE
LY! Order deadline: Sunday, December 7. December 7- John Formel
Call Sherrie @ 330-881-5087. Decernber 14— Basﬂ GlOVll’lSky

UPCOMING EVENTS—SAVE THE DATE !

DECEMBER

0 Christmas Cookie Trays (December 7: order deadline. Saturday, December 13: pick-up (see above)

0 December 7: St. Nicholas Day Breakfast. Free will offering. There will be a sign-up sheet @ candle desk). Sign-
up is recommended so we can get an estimate but it is not necessary.

¢ December 11: Dinner for Campbell residents in need here (further details to follow).

December 17: 5:30 PM Unction Service, followed by Fish Lenten meal. (There will be a sign-up sheet @ candle

desk. Please sign if you are coming so we know how much fish to prepare.) Free-will offering (Unction Service

& meal open to family & friends but we need to know who is coming for this event)

JANUARY

0 January 5: Holy Night Supper @ 5:30 PM followed by Great Blessing of Water. There will be a sign up sheet.
This will be a pot-luck event. Deadline Christmas Day (to know who is coming). There will be a sign-up sheet @
candle desk listing required foods. This is a strict fast meal. No dairy or meat. Further details to follow.

FEBRUARY

0 February 8: Church Annual Meeting. Liturgy will begin @ 9:00 AM. Brief social w/ sandwiches & chips. Meet-
ing begins @ 11 AM. Free will offering.

0  February 15: Meatfare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite meat dishes. (Last day to eat meat until Pascha). Free
will offering.

0 February 22: Cheesefare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite dairy dishes. (Last day of dairy until Pascha) Free
will offering.

0 February 23: Beginning of the Great Fast

<
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DECEMBER Candle & Bulletin Sponsors
NOTE: If anything is missing from the Sponsorships please contact Fr. Andrew ASAP

Bulletin: In memory of my loving husband George Kolesar— Given by Barbara Kolesar

Wine: OPEN

Incense: OPEN

Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light: In loving memory of parents Nicholas & Mary K. Libertin— given by Charissa &
Tom Oliphant / In memory of the Sveda Family— Given by Barbara Kolesar

Altar Candles: In loving Memory of brother Dr. Nick Libertin— Given by Charissa & Tom Oliphant / In memory of
George and Olga Vansuch— Given by Daughter Sandy & husband Jim Bufalini

Tetrapod Candles: In memory of my husbknd Kenneth & Grandmother Mary & Helen— Given by Carol Ruff/ In lov-
ing memory of parents Bill & Helen Bacish— Given by Patty Thompson

St. Herman Candles: Commemorating all who participate in the maintenance of the church, the teachers, singers and
those who participate in social events. Praying for everyone to love one another.

St. Panteleimon Icon Candles: OPEN

Protection Icon Candles: In Memory of Basil Glovinsky- Given by his Daughter Mary Grieger & Son Tim Glovinsky

St. John the Baptist Candles: OPEN

Monthly Flowers: OPEN

$50 per month $30 per month $25 per month
*Wine *St. Herman candles Incense
*Bulletin *St. Panteleimon lcon candles Flowers— NEW UPDATED PRICE / DECREASED
*|lconostasis Candles & Eternal Light *Protection Icon candles
*Altar Candles *St. John the Baptist candles

*Tetrapod Candles

PRAYER LIST
PARISHIONERS: Achiles Arvan / Joann Biros / Audrey Chengelis / Joan Cross / Ann Cvercko / Pauline Fesz / Mary
Fredericks / George Horodnic / Gianna Hryb / Elaine Johnston / Sue Kennedy / Matushka Helen Psinka / Nadine Sabo /
Dorothy Shirilla / Julia Simko / Deborah Zelinsky

CLERGY: AP James Gleason (Fr.) / AP Michael Rustic / AP Emil Hutyan / AP John Steffaro / Fr. Peter Simko / Fr.
Bryan Crivella / Fr. Matthew Nyumu & his family and his faithful at the parish of St Makarios in the Metropolis of
Nairobi, Kenya / Fr. Michael Dayang & his family & his parishioners at 3 Hierarchs parish in Cameroon / Fr. Raphael
Stephano & his family and parishioners of his 2 mission communities in the Diocese of Western Tanzania

FAMILY & FRIENDS: Mary Ann Bozichovich (Kennedy) / Diane Caban (Sirilla) / George Caban (Sirilla) / Donna
Chiarelli / Karen Debiec / Steve Dubic (Fr.) / Ron Hryb / Paula Kennedy / Joe Kollar (Fr.) / Kelly Marie Konya (Candle
guy’s daughter) / Ginny McCay (Fredericks) / Pauline Meath (Fr.) /Matushka Raisa (Nicoloff) / Conner (Sabo) Chris
Quotap (Fr.) / Bob Smrek (Sirilla) / Matt Turner ( Sirilla)/ Emilia Yanitto / Catherine Zile (Fr.) / David (Willison) /
Drew (Willison) / Eleanor Marie (Vansuch) / Katherine (Steffaro) / Richard (Tusinac) / Genna Koval & her unborn
baby / Kelly and her unborn baby

MILITARY FAMILY & FRIENDS: Cory Deaton (Fr.) / Alena Grabavoy (Fr.) / Liam Garrity (Zelinsky) /
Kenneth (Simko)

MISCELLANEOUS: Metropolitan Paul (Orthodox Diocese of Aleppo) & Archbishop John (Archdiocese of
Aleppo) still being held captive & Metropolitan Arseny imprisoned / The UN & IOCC humanitarian aid workers around
the world / Those suffering persecution in Syria, Iraq, Israel, Egypt, Ukraine and around the world.

CHRISTMAS CARDS CONFESSIONS .
DECEMBER SOCIAL RECEIVED Please plan to go to Confession

December 7— St. Nicholas Social - . prior to Unction Service on
Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley

December 14- O Club 1300 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd Wednesday, December }7 to

December 21— Council P.O. Box 430 properly prepare to receive the

December 28— Sisterhood ) Sacrament. Please invite family
Youngstown, OH 445010430 & friends & they will be anoint-

ed with the oil of St. Nectarous.

Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747
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DECEMBER Celebrations

1 Ileana Bruner / Thomas McDonald
3 Melanie Yannitto
4  Stephen Calzone / Hannah Willison
5  Ted Fesz / Mat. Laryissa Bremer
6  Paul Demkosky Sr.
8  Nicholas Basile / John Koval
9  Alexis Jesko / Pauline Meath / Angie
Dardovsky / John Koval
10 Karen Phillips
12 Nicholas Shirilla
16 George Clark
17 Ann Cvercko
27 Claudia Moore
30 Jeff Stokely, Christina Adzima
31 Ken Krause
Annivensouy
2-2023  His Grace Bishop Benedict Bishop of Hart-

ford & New England
5-2004 AB Mark of Philadelphia & Eastern, PA
19-1971 Retired Bishop Seraphim of Sendai
26 Anthony & Shelia Jesko, Jr.
31 Jimmy & Christine Billy

Noumes Doy

4  Barbara Kolesar / Alex Vansuch

6  Nicholas Basile / Dr. Niicla Nicoloff / Reader Nick
Vansuch / Mildred Wilfong / Michele Basile

9  Ann Cvercko / Kelly Ann Ferrick / Annie Jesko /
Sue Kennedy / Linda Livosky / Carol Ruff / Lynn
Krause / Audrey Chengelis

15 Debbie Zelinsky

22 Nancy Tusinac

27- Stephen Simko

31 Melanie Rusnak / Melanie Yannitto
Sunday After Christmas - David Dionisio / Dc. David
Gemmel / David Konik
THANK YOU RECEIVED

Dear Pastor & Congregation,

Thank you so much for the financial gift of $1,041 to
Second Harvest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley.

In 2024, the Food Bank and its network of 160 partner
agencies and programs fed nearly 20,000 neighbors
each week in Columbiana, Mahoning & Trumbull
counties and provided over 8.8 million meals. Your
generous donation makes a great impact on the lives of
many people.

On behalf of those who will be fed, and on behalf of
our board of directors and staff, we offer our heartfelt
gratitude and thanks for your gift.

With warm regards,

Michael Iberis, Executive Director

FINAL NOVEMBER FINANCIALS
Expenses $17,986.24
Income $22,340.10
TOTAL $4,353.86
Weekly Tithe $12,336.70
Weekly Candles $707.00
Altar Candles $100.00
Tetrapod Candles $50.00
Bulletin $100.00
Icon Screen / Eternal Light $100.00
Wine $50.00
Incense $25.00
Mission $5.00
Fundraiser $501.00
Cookie Tray donation $50.00

Wasko Funeral reimbursement for Calendar $373.20

Christmas card $220.00
Reimbursement of Shirts for festival $90.20
Christmas Flowers $90.00
Fundraiser $7,522.00
Monthly Charity: Second Harvest $115.00

Seminarians $466.00

Special collection for Campbell needy dinner$161.00

Ephesians 5:9-19 (Epistle)

(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness,
and truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. And
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of
those things which are done by them in secret. But all
things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for
whatever makes manifest is light. Therefore He says:
“Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ
will give you light.” See then that you walk circumspectly,
not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the
days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with
wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the
Lord,

https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/
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DECEMBER Reposed List

Dan Ivanovich (1929) ©

1- Sam Zilens Sr (1978) © / Mary Livoniak (1952)
©

2- John Gozur (1972) © / Marian Dunchak (1999)
© / Priscilla Sirilla (2003) © / Eugene Pallai (2024)
3- John Korchniak (1919) © / Irene Black (2003)

16- Anne Cvercko (1996) © / Svetlana Gozur
Evanoff (2014) ©

18- Archbishop Job (2009) / V. Rev. Michael
Macura

19- Edward Malchisky (2001) / Catherine Bon-
dar (2010) © / Margaret Boldish (2016) ©

20- George Fischu, Sr (1983) © / Anna Livosky

© / Dennis Graban (2024) (1946) © / Loukas Arfaras (1951) ©

4- Kathleen Garman (2010) © / Anakreon John 21- John Kotchmar (2022) © / Dorthy Sudak
(1923)©/ . (2024)

?@‘ Mary Bobosh (1975) © / Michael Evans (1977) 22- Susan La Valle (2019) / Peter Alesaudridis

6- Sophie Sasnowchik (1975) © / Ann Dahulich
(2017) / Mary Krajnak (1945) ©

8- Anna Hastol (1982) © / Bill Soltis (2014) /
George Kotie (1940) © / Mary Pretko (1947) ©
Anna Papoch (1963) ©

9- Mary Niznih (1990) © / Emanuel Ginnis (1954)
© / Joseph Andrasko (1960) © / Judith Banas

(1946) © / George Roman (1953) ©

23- Fr. David Sedor (2008) / Anna Volchko
(1989) © / Mary Vansuch (2008) © / George
Matzye (1950) ©

24- John Feltovich (1981) ©

25- Stephen Vansuch (2002) ©

26- Fr. Robert Sally (2002) / Julia Malchisky
(1971) / John Joseph Marinelli (1996) ©

(2018) © o 27- Eileen Elash (2009) © / Adam Nedastup
10- Michael Basala (1991) / Suzanne Marinelli (1920) ©
(1999) © 28- Fr. John Kuchta (2019) / Julia Zora (2001)

12- Pauline Truhan Livosky (2017) ©

13- Andrew Libertin (1931) ©

14- Michael Hastal (1984) © / Susan Marie Sveda
(2004) ©

15- Theodore Fesz (2020) © / Joseph Graban
(2003) © / Still born Cmur (1924) © / Catherine
Papantonakis (1951) © / Eugenia Pontikos (1953) ©

©

29- Andrew Midlik (1943) © / John Vansuch
(1995) ©

30- Bishop Boris (2000) / Ed Pehanich, Sr
(2019) / Kosta Alesandridis (1928) © / Christina
Chulik (1943) ©

31- Robert LaVallee (2007) / Hermenegildo
Guerrero (2018) / Mary Shirilla (1952) © / John
Niciforos (1964) ©

Clvistmas Flowens—2025

To help defray the cost of the Christmas flowers, the the * H}S Emmence, Met. Qrestes;
price is $15/ flower. Give Father the names of your *  His Eminence, Archbishop Job;
loved ones (in memory or health) you would like re- *  His Eminence, Archbishop Paul;
membered during the Great Entrance on Christmas Day. *  His Grace, Bishop Matthias;
Give $$ to Cindy. Deadline: November 22nd. *  His Grace, Bishop John;

*  His Grace, Bishop David,
Archpriest Andrew - (8 Flowers) *  His Grace, Bishop Innocent;
For the Health of: x  His Beatitude, Met. Herman & His Beatitude,
*  His Eminence, Archbishop Daniel; Met. Theodosius
*  All parishioners & their families; *  George & Dorothy, my parents;
*  The Altar Society, ‘O’ Club, the Sisterhood, the * My family & friends; and

Council, the Choir, Fr. Dn. Jimmy & Protodeacon
David, all the altar servers;

* My family & friends; Horodnic Family — (2 Flowers)

*  The Hawk Run, Summitt & Cambell Fire Depart- #  For health of Goeorge Horodnic, Sr.
ments: especially Steve, Evan, David, Greg, Bryan, * In memory of Irene Horodnic
Robert, Steve, Frank, Tony & Paul; and Marblehead
Police Depart. Hull Family — (1 Flower)

*  The Mayor, City Council, residents and businesses; %« For Health of Thomas Hull Jr.
of Campbell

In Memory of:
*  His Eminence, Met. Nicholas, my ordaining Bishop:;

The Diptychs of this Parish

Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747
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Thanksgiving Day Address By His
Beatitude 2025

To the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Orthodox
Church in America, beloved children in the Lord,

Christ is in our midst!

To all my flock in the United States of America: Happy
Thanksgiving! And to all my flock throughout the
North American continent: Glory to Jesus Christ!

Despite secularization, polarization, ubiquitous com-
mercialization and corporatization on every side, rapid
social change on every front, today Americans from all
walks of life set aside a day for thanksgiving, a day
celebrating tradition and community. The prominence
of this holiday in American life speaks not just to the
best impulses of our national culture, but to the basic
yearnings of every human heart. We long for meaning,
for belonging, for a life that is simple and good.

In the Church, we find the ultimate fulfillment of these
yearnings; we find our destiny as vessels of the over-
flowing life and love of the Godhead; we find our eter-
nal place in the everlasting family of God, adopted unto
the Father through the Cross of the Son.

As we give thanks to God this day for his earthly boun-
ty, for the joys of family and friends and communal
life, let us also thank him for his merciful invitation to
enter into the joy of unending thanksgiving in heaven,
where the eternal holiday of salvation is celebrated,
where the banquet of the Lamb delights all the children
of God unto ages of ages.

Finally, in giving thanks, let us remember also the hun-
gry hearts of those around us who do not yet know
Christ, who have yet clearly to hear his call; and re-
membering this, let us put into practice the words of the
Savior: “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38).

Glory to God for all things!
With my primatial prayers and blessing,

+Tikhon
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada

Note: I know this is late but I was away last week so
I’m putting the address in this week. Fr Andrew

St. Nicholas con’t from pg 1

Going round the holy places connected with the earthly
service of the Son of God, Saint Nicholas decided to
withdraw into the desert, but he was stopped by a divine
voice urging him to return to his native country. He re-
turned to Lycia, and yearning for a life of quietude, the
saint entered into the brotherhood of a monastery named
Holy Sion, which had been founded by his uncle. But

the Lord again indicated another path for him, “Nicholas,
this is not the vineyard where you shall bear fruit for Me.
Return to the world, and glorify My Name there.” So he left
Patara and went to Myra in Lycia.

Upon the death of Archbishop John, Nicholas was chosen
as Bishop of Myra after one of the bishops of the Council
said that a new archbishop should be revealed by God, not
chosen by men. One of the elder bishops had a vision of a
radiant Man, Who told him that the one who came to the
church that night and was first to enter should be made
archbishop. He would be named Nicholas. The bishop went
to the church at night to await Nicholas. The saint, always
the first to arrive at church, was stopped by the bishop.
“What is your name, child?” he asked. God’s chosen one
replied, “My name is Nicholas, Master, and I am your serv-
ant.”

After his consecration as archbishop, Saint Nicholas re-
mained a great ascetic, appearing to his flock as an image
of gentleness, kindness and love for people. This was par-
ticularly precious for the Lycian Church during the persecu-
tion of Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-305).
Bishop Nicholas, locked up in prison together with other
Christians for refusing to worship idols, sustained them and
exhorted them to endure the fetters, punishment and torture.
The Lord preserved him unharmed. Upon the accession of
Saint Constantine (May 21) as emperor, Saint Nicholas was
restored to his flock, which joyfully received their guide
and intercessor.

Despite his great gentleness of spirit and purity of heart,
Saint Nicholas was a zealous and ardent warrior of the
Church of Christ. Fighting evil spirits, the saint made the
rounds of the pagan temples and shrines in the city of Myra
and its surroundings, shattering the idols and turning the
temples to dust.

In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a participant in the First
Ecumenical Council. This Council proclaimed the Nicean
Symbol of Faith, and he stood up against the heretic Arius
with the likes of Saints Sylvester the Bishop of Rome
(January 2), Alexander of Alexandria (May 29), Spyridon
of Trimythontos (December 12) and other Fathers of the
Council.

Saint Nicholas, fired with zeal for the Lord, assailed the
heretic Arius with his words, and also struck him upon the
face. For this reason, he was deprived of the emblems of his
episcopal rank and placed under guard. But several of the
holy Fathers had the same vision, seeing the Lord Himself
and the Mother of God returning to him the Gospel and
omophorion. The Fathers of the Council agreed that the
audacity of the saint was pleasing to God, and restored the
saint to the office of bishop.

Having returned to his own diocese, the saint brought it
peace and blessings, sowing the word of Truth, uprooting
heresy, nourishing his flock with sound doctrine, and also
providing food for their bodies. The face of Saint Nicholas
resembled that of an Angel, resplendent with divine grace.
A brilliant ray shone from his face, Con’t next pg
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St Nicholas con’t from previous pg

like that which shone from the face of Moses (Exodus
34:29), so that those who looked at him were aston-
ished. Whoever was oppressed by some affliction or
passion of the soul had only to behold the Saint, and his
sorrow was eased at once. As for those who conversed
with him, they soon found themselves advancing on the
path of virtue. Not only were the faithful moved to
compassion, but unbelievers as well, and they directed
their steps on the path of salvation when they heard him
speak. The evil of unbelief which had been implanted
in their hearts since childhood was uprooted, and in its
place, the word of truth was sown.

Even during his life the saint worked many miracles.
One of the greatest was the deliverance from death of
three men unjustly condemned by the Governor, who
had been bribed. The saint boldly went up to the execu-
tioner and took his sword, already suspended over the
heads of the condemned. The Governor, denounced by
Saint Nicholas for his wrong doing, repented and
begged for forgiveness.

Witnessing this remarkable event were three military
officers, who were sent to Phrygia by the emperor Con-
stantine to put down a rebellion. They did not suspect
that soon they would also be compelled to seek the in-
tercession of Saint Nicholas. Evil men slandered them
before the emperor, and the officers were sentenced to
death. Appearing to Saint Constantine in a dream, Saint
Nicholas called on him to overturn the unjust sentence
of the military officers.

He worked many other miracles, and struggled many
long years at his labor. Through the prayers of the saint,
the city of Myra was rescued from a terrible famine. He
appeared to a certain Italian merchant and left him three
gold pieces as a pledge of payment. He requested him
to sail to Myra and deliver grain there. More than once,
the saint saved those drowning in the sea, and provided
release from captivity and imprisonment.

Having reached old age, Saint Nicholas peacefully fell
asleep in the Lord. His venerable relics were preserved
incorrupt in the local cathedral church and flowed with
curative myrrh, from which many received healing. In

the year 1087, his relics were transferred to the Italian

city of Bari, where they rest even now (See May 9).

The name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and
wonderworker Nicholas, a speedy helper and suppliant
for all hastening to him, is famed in every corner of the
earth, in many lands and among many peoples. In Rus-
sia there are a multitude of cathedrals, monasteries and
churches consecrated in his name. There is, perhaps,
not a single city without a church dedicated to him.

The first Russian Christian prince Askold (+ 882) was
baptized in 866 by Patriarch Photius (February 6) with
the name Nicholas. Over the grave of Askold, Saint
Olga (July 11) built the first temple of Saint Nicholas in
the Russian Church at Kiev. Primary cathedrals were

dedicated to Saint Nicholas at Izborsk, Ostrov, Mozhaisk,
and Zaraisk. At Novgorod the Great, one of the main
churches of the city, the Nikolo-Dvorischensk church,
later became a cathedral.

Famed and venerable churches and monasteries dedicated
to Saint Nicholas are found at Kiev, Smolensk, Pskov,
Toropetsa, Galich, Archangelsk, Great Ustiug, Tobolsk.
Moscow had dozens of churches named for the saint, and
also three monasteries in the Moscow diocese: the Nikolo-
Greek (Staryi) in the Chinese-quarter, the Nikolo-
Perervinsk and the Nikolo-Ugreshsk. One of the chief
towers of the Kremlin was named the Nikolsk.

Many of the churches devoted to the saint were those es-
tablished at market squares by Russian merchants, sea-
farers and those who traveled by land, venerating the won-
derworker Nicholas as a protector of all those journeying
on dry land and sea. They sometimes received the name
among the people of “Nicholas soaked.”

Many village churches in Russia were dedicated to the
wonderworker Nicholas, venerated by peasants as a mer-
ciful intercessor before the Lord for all the people in their
work. And in the Russian land Saint Nicholas did not
cease his intercession. Ancient Kiev preserves the
memory about the miraculous rescue of a drowning infant
by the saint. The great wonderworker, hearing the grief-
filled prayers of the parents for the loss of their only child,
took the infant from the waters, revived him and placed
him in the choir-loft of the church of Holy Wisdom
(Hagia Sophia) before his wonderworking icon. In the
morning the infant was found safe by his thrilled parents,
praising Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker.

Many wonderworking icons of Saint Nicholas appeared in
Russia and came also from other lands. There is the an-
cient Byzantine embroidered image of the saint, brought
to Moscow from Novgorod, and the large icon painted in
the thirteenth century by a Novgorod master.

Two depictions of the wonderworker are especially nu-
merous in the Russian Church: Saint Nicholas of Zaraisk,
portrayed in full-length, with his right hand raised in
blessing and with a Gospel (this image was brought to
Ryazan in 1225 by the future wife of Prince Theodore, the
Byzantine Princess Eupraxia, who perished in 1237 with
her husband and infant son during the incursion of Batu);
and Saint Nicholas of Mozhaisk, also in full stature, with
a sword in his right hand and a city in his left. This recalls
the miraculous rescue of the city of Mozhaisk from an
invasion of enemies, through the prayers of the saint. It is
impossible to list all the grace-filled icons of Saint Nicho-
las, or to enumerate all his miracles.

Saint Nicholas is the patron of travelers, and we pray to
him for deliverance from floods, poverty, or any misfor-
tunes. He has promised to help those who remember his
parents, Theophanes and Nonna.

Saint Nicholas is also commemorated on May 9 (The
transfer of his relics) and on July 29 (his nativity).

Con’t next Pg
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ATTENDANCE:
A Comparison - 2024 2025
NOVEMBER
1st Week
Vespers 5 9
Liturgy 56/37 51/24
2nd Week
Vespers 8 17
(Festival
Weekend)
Liturgy 45/35 54727
3rd Week
Vespers 4 14
Liturgy 60 /49 56/36
Vespers foe Entrance |15 8
Liturgy for Entrance |10 9/6
4th Week
Vespers 6 11
Liturgy 60 /47 58/36
S5th Week
Liturgy No 5th week |53 /36

Growing Missouri Mission
Community Now an Established
Church

Annunciation Church in St. James, Missouri has
recently seen its status changed from a “mission”
designation to a full parish, or “church” designa-
tion. The once mission parish of the diocese has
seen tremendous growth over the years both in
terms of membership and development of their
property. In an announcement to the community
on November 27, Priest Joel Wilson, Rector, stat-
ed, “seeing these fruits of more than 12 1/2 years
of missionary labor in south central Missouri,
after coming to offer talks for our Fall Retreat
and serving the first commemoration of St. Olga
with us at the end of October, our Archbishop
Daniel determined it was time for us to be estab-
lished as a parish of the Diocese of the Midwest.
Glory to God!” Fr. Joel thanked the Mother of
God, His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, and eve-
ryone else who has supported the parish over the
years. “We feel convicted to take this coming
year to rest, reflect, pray, pour out into you all,
and then prepare for the even greater spiritual
labor of building a permanent temple and plant-
ing new missions, in God’s time.” The parish
has recently built new facilities for worship and
fellowship, but are in the process of building a
temple.

Luke 17:12-19 (Gospel)

Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who
were lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted up their voices and
said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” So when He saw them,
He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it
was that as they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, when
he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glori-
fied God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks.
And he was a Samaritan. So Jesus answered and said, “Were there
not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any
found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?
And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you
well.”

Inaugural Divine Liturgy at New Omaha, NE
Chapel

On Saturday, November 8, the Synaxis of the Archangel Mi-
chael and the Other Bodiless Powers, a group of around 35 faith-
ful gathered for the inaugural Divine Liturgy of the Saint Tikhon
Chapel of Omaha, NE. The Liturgy was celebrated by Priest Jo-
seph Winsler with Diocesan Chancellor, Archpriest Herman
Kincaid, in attendance. After the Liturgy, Fr. Herman read an
Archpastoral Decree wherein His Eminence Archbishop Daniel
of Chicago and the Midwest, formally declared the canonical
establishment of the chapel under his care.

Following Liturgy, the newly formed community enjoyed a fes-
tive meal with some attendees describing the atmosphere as sim-
ilar to Pascha. During the meal, Fr. Herman met with the com-
munity and discussed the relationship between the diocese and
the chapel and also the next steps. The community began as a
group of faithful in Omaha saw the need for an OCA presence in
the city where Orthodox parishes are experiencing record num-
bers of inquirers and are reaching capacity. This group met with
diocesan leadership and petitioned Archbishop Daniel to come
under his archpastoral care. At the beginning of this month, His
Eminence welcomed the chapel community into the diocese,
naming it in honor of the Holy Hierarch and Confessor Tikhon,
Enlightener of North America.

St. Nicholas con’t from previous pg

In Italy, the relics of Saint Nicholas are in the Roman Catholic
Basilica of Saint Nicholas in Bari; and his left arm is in Saint
Nicholas Roman Catholic Church of Rimini.

In Russia, relics of Saint Nicholas are to be found in Christ the
Savior Cathedral in Moscow, and in the Saint Alexander Nevsky
Lavra in St. Petersburg.

The right hand of Saint Nicholas is in the church of Saint George
the New in Bucharest, Romania.

In Greece, portions of the Saint's relics are in the Monasteries of
Saint Nicholas Apo Bathia in Euboia, and Phaneromeng in Sala-
minos. A piece of the Saint's left arm is in the Metropolitan
church of Volos. One of the Saint's teeth is at Kalabryta Monas-
tery in the Peloponng@sos.
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Liturgical Practicum Concludes in
Chicago

November 14 through 16 the Diocese of the Midwest
hosted a liturgical practicum focused on the practical
aspects of the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. The event
was sold out with 21 participants learning a wide ar-
ray and yet detailed instruction for serving the Hierar-
chal Liturgy, general etiquette, and best practices.

The Hierarchal Divine Liturgy was served on Satur-
day morning at Holy Trinity Cathedral, Chicago, IL
and then again on Sunday morning at St. George Ca-
thedral, Chicago, IL giving participants an experience
of back-to-back services to build upon their experi-
ences and lessons from the practicum. The retreat
was lead by Protodeacon Peter Ilchuk and Subdeacon
Dimitri Pletz. After the divine services on Sunday, St.
George Cathedral provided a meal in honor of Arch-
bishop Daniel’s birthday, with local and visiting cler-
gy assisting in the celebrations.

The Diocese wishes to extend its thanks to Protodea-
con Peter Ilchuk for coming to help with the instruc-
tion for those attending the practicum, especially with
the deacons, and for helping direct the services. The
Department of Liturgical Practice intends to have
these practicums 2-3 times each year in various places
throughout the Diocese to help make this instruction
on this service and the other services of the church
more easily accessible to our clergy and altar servers.

DOM Departments Hold Meeting

The directors of the various departments and minis-
tries of the Diocese of the Midwest met for a meet-
ing December 1 and December 2. Meetings were
held under the chairmanship of His Eminence
Archbishop Daniel of Chicago and the Midwest at
the Chancery offices in Chicago, IL. Two days of
meetings brought together the departments of the
Diocese, that were formed by the Diocesan Assem-
bly as a part of the Strategic Plan. The departments
include: the Department of Christian Education, led
by Priest Daniel Greeson, the Department of Chris-
tian Service & Humanitarian Aid, led by Archpriest
Christopher Rowe, the Department of Clergy
Health & Family Life, led by Priest Jacob Van
Sickle, Department of Communications, led by
Priest Alexander Koranda, and Department of Li-
turgical Practice, led by Priest Esteban Vazquez
adn the Department of Evangelization by Ethan
Rucker. Also participating in the discussions were
Archpriest Herman Kincaid, Chancellor, Priest Ni-
kolai Lochmatow, Secretary, Subdeacon Dimitir
Pletz, Treasurer, and Ms Alice Woog. Numerus
topics were discussed and goals were set for each
department to meet in the coming months. Reviews
of work and communication strategies of the past
year were also conducted.

Holy Synod Meets for Regular Fall 2025
Session

The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in
America met for its Regular Fall 2025 Session from No-
vember 10-14, 2025, under the presidency of His Beatitude
Metropolitan Tikhon. The meetings were held at the Hotel
Belvoir in Springfield, VA, and at St. Mark Orthodox
Church in Bethesda, MD.

The session opened on Tuesday, November 11, with a Mo-
lieben, followed by a retreat for the hierarchs facilitated by
Archpriest Alexander Garklavs, former Chancellor of the
Orthodox Church in America. After lunch, the Holy Synod
convened its first meeting, beginning with the Report of the
Metropolitan and followed by appointments to Synodal Of-
fices and Committees. The Holy Synod then considered
requests from the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of Amer-
ica and the Diocese of New York and New Jersey concern-
ing the cases of Archimandrite Roman (Braga) and Metro-
politan Leonty, respectively, and tasked the Canonization
Committee with formally investigating their potential can-
onization. The hierarchs also reviewed a proposal from the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America to establish a
committee on Medical Assistance in Dying and Assisted
Suicide. The meeting concluded with continued discussion
on the liturgical calendar.

During the second meeting on Tuesday afternoon, the Holy
Synod heard a report from Archpriest John Dresko, Chair of
the Pension Board. The Deans of St. Vladimir’s and St.
Tikhon’s Seminaries, Dr. Alexander Tudorie and Archpriest
John Parker, also presented reports on the seminaries, con-
cluding the day’s agenda.

On Wednesday, November 12, the Holy Synod received
reports from the Office of External Affairs and Interchurch
Relations, including an update on the restructuring plan for
the Office. The hierarchs also received a report concerning
the recent concelebration with Archbishop Stefan and the
recognition of the Macedonian Orthodox Church, as well as
reports on the Orthodox Church in America’s recent delega-
tion to the Churches in Romania and Slovakia. Archpriest
Daniel Andrejuk, Dean of the Representation Church of
Saint Catherine the Great Martyr in Moscow, attended in
person and briefed the Holy Synod on parish life and recent
projects under his leadership. The meeting concluded with a
presentation from Priest David Bozeman on proposed up-
dates to the social media guidelines for clergy and lay lead-
ers in the Orthodox Church in America.

The fourth meeting opened with the report of Archpriest
Alessandro Margheritino, Chancellor of the Orthodox
Church in America, which included a Chancery update and
reports from ORSMA and SMPAC. After lunch, the Holy
Synod received reports from Priest David Bozeman, Secre-
tary of the Orthodox Church in America, and Mr. Andrew
Smith, Treasurer of the Orthodox Church in America, in-
cluding consideration of the 2026 budget. The day conclud-
ed with the Legal Report from Mr. Mark Hamilton, OCA
Legal Counsel, followed by the review of clergy matters
and depositions. Con’t Next Pg
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Holy Synod Con’t from previous pg

On Thursday, November 13, the Holy Synod traveled to St. Mark Orthodox Church in Bethesda, MD, for the celebra-
tion of the Divine Liturgy commemorating the Feast of St. John Chrysostom. His Grace Bishop Vasily of San Francis-
co and the West presided. Thursday also marked the thirteenth anniversary of His Beatitude’s primatial enthronement

and provided an opportunity for Bishop Vasily to extend congratulations to His Beatitude on behalf of the Holy Synod
and the entire Church.

Following a meal offered by the parish community, the Holy Synod resumed its meetings, considering recommenda-
tions from His Eminence Archbishop Michael on behalf of the Board of Theological Education regarding ordination
candidates, and reviewing a special program proposed jointly by Saint Tikhon’s Seminary and the Diocese of the Mid-
west. This was followed by presentations from Archpriest Nicholas Solak of the Office of Pastoral Life and updates
from Archpriest Justin Patterson, Program Manager for the OCA Departments. After these presentations, the Holy Syn-
od confirmed the recipients of the 2026 Mission Planting Grants previously approved by the Metropolitan Council. The
final meeting addressed additional diocesan matters.

His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon concluded the Fall Session by expressing his gratitude to the hierarchs for their
work and prayerful deliberations throughout the week.

Qu

>
Give As You Have Been Blessed

“Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. > Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and olive
oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a
dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God always. Deuteronomy 14:22-23

2026 Household Estimate of Giving

$ . - weekly biweekly monthly (circle one)
$ . Total Annually

Signed:

Signed:

** Please remember: if unforeseen hardships change your ability to give, you will not be held accountable to your orig-
inal estimate. Simply speak with Fr. Andrew and different arrangement will be made. Conversely, if the Lord blesses
you more than you had originally foreseen, feel free to give more than your estimate.**

Return by December 1, 2025

May our Lord God bless you as you follow His commands!

Venerable Paul the Obedient / Commemorated on December 7

We do not know when Saint Paul lived. There is only a short Life which says that he was the son of wealthy parents. He
left secular life upon reaching maturity. The appellation “Obedient” was bestowed upon the monk for his deep humility,
and for the complete renunciation of his own will. Once, the monk stirred boiling tar with his hand, and received not the
slightest burn from it. Some of the brethren regarded him as a God-bearing ascetic, but others became suspicious of him.
After fervent prayer, the monks received a unique vision proving that their brother was a true ascetic. By night they were
all transported to Paradise and they conversed with Saint Paul, who permitted them to take a flower or twig with them as
a remembrance. Awakening from sleep, they found in their hands the flowers and twigs from Paradise. After this Saint
Paul went to Jerusalem, and then to Cyprus. Having led a solitary life, he ended his life on Mount Paregoros [Mount Sol-
ace]. Before his death the voice of God said to him, “Ascend the mountain, Paul, and accept the end of life.”
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