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The Weekly Forerunner  
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

301 Struthers Liberty Rd 

Campbell, OH 44405 

DECEMBER Bulletin Sponsor 
In memory of my loving husband George Kolesar– Given by Barbara Kolesar 

Liturgical & Events Schedule  
Sunday, December 14 
9:15-9:45 AM: Confessions by app’t 
9:35 AM: Hours 
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Social Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 17 
4:00 –5:15 PM: Confessions 
5:30 PM: Sacrament of Holy Unction 
7:00 PM: Lenten Meal (sign-up sheet @ Candle desk) 
 
Saturday, December 20 
3:15-3:45 PM: Confessions 
4:00 PM: Vespers / Confessions 
 
Sunday, December 21 
9:15-9:45 AM: Confessions by app’t 
9:35 AM: Hours 
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Monthly Panachida /      
Social 

40 DAY REMEMBRANCE 
December 14– Basil Glovinsky  
January 11– Paul Demkosky / AP Paul Pyrch 

 

Diocesan Calendar to Highlight Travels, 
Gatherings, and Events 

The Communications Department of the Diocese of 
the Midwest has recently added a Diocesan Calen-
dar to the website. This new feature was blessed by 
Archbishop Daniel of Chicago and the Midwest at the 
recent Department Directors meeting of the diocese. 

The online calendar will feature upcoming visits of the 
Archbishop, diocesan events, such as Assemblies and 
Clergy Convocations, as well as significant events tak-
ing place in the OCA and the parishes throughout the 
diocese. 

The Diocesan Calendar can be found under “News” in 
the navigation bar, or by the “Archpastoral Messages” 
portion of the website. 

If you would like to make a submission to be consid-
ered, please send an email to communica-
tions@domoca.org. 

Altar Feast in Mentor, OH Welcomes 
Archbishop 

On Friday, December 6, St Nicholas Church in Mentor, 
OH celebrated its altar-feast. For the occasion, the parish 
welcomed His Eminence Archbishop Daniel of Chicago 
and the Midwest. 

The festal celebrations began with Great Vespers on the 
evening of Thursday, December 5 by Priest Mark Ther-
rien, Rector, and Deacon Matthew. His Eminence was in 
attendance and accompanied by the Diocesan Chancel-
lor, Archpriest Herman Kincaid. The Archbishop offered 
a word to the community as it began its altar feast. 

The following day, His Eminence celebrated the Divine 
Liturgy and was accompanied by Archpriest Herman 
Kincaid, Priest Mark Therrien, Archpriest Andrew Clem-
ents, Archpriest Ilia Marzev, Priest Paisios Hamann, Pro-
todeacon Samuel Slimak, Deacon Matthew Kaminsky, 
and Deacon Noah. 

After the vesting of the hierarch, one of the parish’s serv-
ers, Adam Woodruff, was ordained to the ranks of reader 
and subdeacon. During his homily, His Eminence 
preached on St Nicholas as a model for living the Lord’s 
Beatitudes. In all, about 160 of the faithful were in at-
tendance, which included both parishioners and also 
many faithful from other churches in the surrounding 
area. To conclude the celebrations, at the conclusion of 
the Divine Liturgy a festal Moleben to St Nicholas was 
served, and a fasting reception was held in the church 
hall. 
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PLEASE KEEP OUR ELDERS OF THE CHURCH & SHUT-INS IN YOUR  

PRAYERS 

Send a “Thinking of You” card or remember their Birthday with a card.  If anyone needs to be added, please 

contact Fr. Andrew.  

Mrs. Mary Fredericks  
648 Dumont Ave 

Campbell, OH 44405 

Mrs. Audrey Chengelis 
c/o Assumption Village  

9802 Market Street / Room 132 
North Lima, OH 44452 

Mrs. Julia Simko 
c/o Caprice Senior Care Facility  
9184 Market Street / Room 210 

North Lima, OH 44452 

Matushka Helen Psinka 
c/o Concordia Villa St. Joseph 

1030 W State Street / Room 1B49 
Baden, Pa, 15005 

Emilia Yannitto 
8017 Salinas  Tr. 

Boardman, OH  44512-5402 

Carol Ruff 
2207 Birch Trail Blvd  

Youngstown, OH 44515-4910 

Mrs. Dorothy Shirilla 
8362 Van Dr. 

Poland, OH 44514 

Mrs. Pauline Fesz 
488 Harmony Lane 

Campbell, OH  44405 

Sue Kennedy 
593 Hyatt Ave 

Campbell, OH 44405-1479 

Joan Cross 
97 Butler Street / Apt 1-rear 

Brooklyn , NY 11201 

George Horodnic, Sr.  
c/o Briarfield Manor 

461 South Canfield-Niles Rd / Room 101 
Austintown, OH 44515 

Ann Cvercko 
1875 Mallard Land 

North Lima, OH 44452 

DECEMBER SOCIAL 
December 14– O Club 
December 21– Council  
December 28– Sisterhood  

UPCOMING EVENTS—SAVE THE DATE !  

DECEMBER 

 December 17:  5:30 PM Unction Service, followed by Fish Lenten meal. (There will be a sign-up sheet @ candle 
desk. Please sign if you are coming so we know how much fish to prepare.) Free-will offering (Unction Service & 
meal open to family & friends but we need to know who is coming for this event) 

JANUARY 

 January 5:  Holy Night Supper @ 5:30 PM followed by Great Blessing of Water. There will be a sign up sheet. 
This will be a pot-luck event. Deadline Sunday, Dec. 28th  (to know who is coming)& what you are bringing ). 
There will be a sign-up sheet @ candle desk listing required foods. This is a strict fast meal. No dairy or meat. Fur-
ther details to follow. 

FEBRUARY 

 February 8:  Church Annual Meeting. Liturgy will begin @ 9:00 AM. Brief social w/ sandwiches & chips. Meeting 
begins @ 11 AM. Free will offering. 

 February 15:  Meatfare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite meat dishes. (Last day to eat meat until Pascha). Free 
will offering. 

 February 22:  Cheesefare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite dairy dishes. (Last day of dairy until Pascha) Free 
will offering. 

 February 23:  Beginning of the Great Fast 

DECEMBER Reader Schedule 
December 14– Sub-deacon Donald Tamulonis 
December 21– Reader Nick Vansuch 
December 25– Robert Willson  
December 28– George Horodnic  

Colossians 3:4-11 (Epistle) 

hen Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear 
with Him in glory. Therefore put to death your members 
which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of 
these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when 
you lived in them. But now you yourselves are to put off all 
these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out 
of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put 
off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new 
man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image 
of Him who created him, where there is neither Greek nor 
Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 
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DECEMBER Candle & Bulletin Sponsors  
NOTE: If anything is missing from the Sponsorships please contact Fr. Andrew ASAP  

Bulletin: In memory of my loving husband George Kolesar– Given by Barbara Kolesar 
Wine: OPEN  
Incense: OPEN 
Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light: In loving memory of parents Nicholas & Mary K. Libertin– given by Charissa & 

Tom Oliphant / In memory of the Sveda Family– Given by Barbara Kolesar  
Altar Candles: In loving Memory of brother Dr. Nick Libertin– Given by Charissa & Tom Oliphant / In memory of 

George and Olga Vansuch– Given by Daughter Sandy & husband Jim Bufalini  
Tetrapod Candles: In memory of my husbknd Kenneth & Grandmother Mary & Helen– Given by Carol Ruff / In lov-

ing memory of parents Bill & Helen Bacish– Given by Patty Thompson / In Memory of Dc. Jimmy’s parents James 
& Darlene & Mat. Christine’s parents Frances & Jean– Given by Hryb family 

St. Herman Candles: Commemorating all who participate in the maintenance of the church, the teachers, singers and 
those who participate in social events. Praying for everyone to love one another. 

St. Panteleimon Icon Candles: In memory of my family and friends– Given by AP Andrew Bartek  
Protection Icon Candles: In Memory of Basil Glovinsky- Given by his Daughter Mary Grieger & Son Tim Glovinsky  
St. John the Baptist Candles: In memory of AB Job & His Grace Bishop Boris– Given by AP Andrew Bartek   
Monthly Flowers: OPEN   

$50 per month 
*Wine   
*Bulletin 
*Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light 
*Altar Candles 
*Tetrapod Candles 

$30 per month 
*St. Herman candles 
*St. Panteleimon Icon candles 
*Protection Icon candles 
*St. John the Baptist candles 

$25 per month 
Incense 
Flowers– NEW UPDATED PRICE / DECREASED 
  

Sunday of the Forefathers 
Commemorated on December 14 

 
The Sunday that falls between December 11-17 is known as the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers. These are the ances-
tors of Christ according to the flesh, who lived before the Law and under the Law, especially the Patriarch Abraham, 
to whom God said, “In thy seed shall all of the nations of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3, 22:18). 

PRAYER LIST 
PARISHIONERS: Achiles Arvan / Joann Biros / Audrey Chengelis / Joan Cross / Ann Cvercko / Pauline Fesz / Mary 
Fredericks / George Horodnic / Gianna Hryb / Elaine Johnston / Sue Kennedy / Matushka Helen Psinka /  Nadine Sabo / 
Dorothy Shirilla / Julia Simko / Deborah Zelinsky  
 
CLERGY: AP James Gleason (Fr.) / AP Michael Rustic / AP Emil Hutyan / AP John Steffaro / Fr. Peter Simko / Fr. 
Bryan Crivella / Fr. Matthew Nyumu & his family and his faithful at the parish of St Makarios in the Metropolis of   
Nairobi, Kenya / Fr. Michael Dayang & his family & his parishioners at 3 Hierarchs parish in Cameroon / Fr. Raphael 
Stephano & his family and parishioners of his 2 mission communities in the Diocese of Western Tanzania  
  
FAMILY & FRIENDS: Mary Ann Bozichovich (Kennedy) / Diane Caban (Sirilla) / George Caban (Sirilla) / Donna 
Chiarelli / Karen Debiec / Steve Dubic (Fr.) / Trudy Ellmore / Ron Hryb / Paula Kennedy / Joe Kollar (Fr.) / Kelly    
Marie Konya (Candle guy’s daughter) / Ginny McCay (Fredericks) / Pauline Meath (Fr.) /Matushka Raisa (Nicoloff) / 
Conner (Sabo) Chris Quotap (Fr.) / Bob Smrek (Sirilla) / Matt Turner ( Sirilla) /    Emilia Yanitto / Catherine Zile (Fr.) / 
David (Willison) / Drew (Willison) /  Eleanor  Marie (Vansuch) / Katherine (Steffaro) / Richard (Tusinac) / Genna     
Koval & her unborn baby / Kelly and her unborn baby / Miranda & her unborn baby 
 
MILITARY FAMILY & FRIENDS: Cory Deaton (Fr.) / Alena Grabavoy (Fr.) / Liam Garrity (Zelinsky) /           
Kenneth (Simko) 
  
MISCELLANEOUS: Metropolitan Paul (Orthodox Diocese of Aleppo) & Archbishop John (Archdiocese of               
Aleppo) still being held captive & Metropolitan Arseny imprisoned / The UN & IOCC humanitarian aid workers around 
the world / Those suffering persecution in Syria, Iraq, Israel, Egypt, Ukraine and around the world.  
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DECEMBER FINANCIALS 
Expenses $5,075.03 
Income $4,690.70  
TOTAL   -$384.33 
 
Weekly Tithe  $3197.70 
Weekly Candles $171.00 
Christmas Flowers                                           $250.00 
Altar Candles                                                     $50.00 
Protection Candles                                            $30.00 
St. John the Baptist Candles                             $30.00 
Christmas Card                                               $240.00 
Kolachi sales                                                     $72.00 
Cookie Tray Sales                                          $650.00 
   
Monthly Charity: St. Herman’s Seminary      $215.00   

DECEMBER Celebrations 
Birthday 

1 Ileana Bruner / Thomas McDonald 
3 Melanie Yannitto 
4 Stephen Calzone / Hannah Willison 
5 Ted Fesz / Mat. Laryissa Bremer 
6 Paul Demkosky Sr. 
8 Nicholas Basile / John Koval 
9 Alexis Jesko / Pauline Meath / Angie  

Dardovsky / John Koval 
10 Karen Phillips 
12 Nicholas Shirilla 
16 George Clark 
17 Ann Cvercko 
27 Claudia Moore 
30 Jeff Stokely, Christina Adzima 
31 Ken Krause 

Anniversary 
2-2023 His Grace Bishop Benedict Bishop of Hart-

ford & New England 
5-2004 AB Mark of Philadelphia & Eastern, PA 
19-1971 Retired Bishop Seraphim of Sendai 
26 Anthony & Shelia Jesko, Jr. 
31 Jimmy & Christine Billy  
 

Names Day  
4 Barbara Kolesar / Alex Vansuch 
6 Nicholas Basile / Dr. Niicla Nicoloff / Reader Nick 

Vansuch / Mildred Wilfong / Michele Basile 
9 Ann Cvercko / Kelly Ann Ferrick / Annie Jesko / 

Sue Kennedy / Linda Livosky / Carol Ruff / Lynn 
Krause / Audrey Chengelis 

15 Debbie Zelinsky 
22 Nancy Tusinac 
27- Stephen Simko 
31 Melanie Rusnak / Melanie Yannitto 
Sunday After Christmas - David Dionisio / Dc. David 

Gemmel / David Konik  

His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon                
Celebrates St. Nicholas Feast Day for 2025 

On December 5-6, 2025, His Beatitude Metropolitan 
Tikhon presided at the celebration of services at St. Nich-
olas Cathedral, Washington, DC, for their patronal feast 
day. 

On December 5, His Beatitude celebrated the All-Night 
Vigil. With him was the Chancellor of the Orthodox 
Church in America, Archpriest Alessandro Margheritino, 
and Priest David Bozeman, the Secretary of the Orthodox 
Church in America, along with local cathedral and Arch-
diocesan clergy. The next morning, on December 6, His 
Beatitude presided at the celebration of the hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy. 

At the conclusion of the Liturgy, His Beatitude greeted all 
present, reminding them of the simplicity of St. Nicholas 
and his legacy of charity and faithfulness. After singing 
hymns to St. Nicholas, all left for refreshments following 
the service. 

We wish many years to the clergy and parishioners of St. 
Nicholas Cathedral! 
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DECEMBER Reposed List 

         Dan Ivanovich (1929) ©                                                                                                                                     
1-   Sam Zilens Sr (1978) © / Mary Livoniak (1952) 
©                                                                                                                                                    
2- John Gozur (1972) © / Marian Dunchak (1999) 
© / Priscilla Sirilla (2003) © / Eugene Pallai (2024)                                                                                                                                                           
3-   John Korchniak (1919) © / Irene Black (2003) 
© / Dennis Graban (2024)                                                                                                                                
4-   Kathleen Garman (2010) © / Anakreon John 
(1923) © /                                                                                                                                                                       
5-   Mary Bobosh (1975) © / Michael Evans (1977) 
©                                                                                                                                                              
6-   Sophie Sasnowchik (1975) © / Ann Dahulich 
(2017) / Mary Krajnak (1945) ©                                                                                                                             
8-   Anna Hastol (1982) © / Bill Soltis (2014) / 
George Kotie (1940) © / Mary Pretko (1947) ©                                                                                                                          
Anna Papoch (1963) ©                                                                                                                                      
9- Mary Niznih (1990) © / Emanuel Ginnis (1954) 
© / Joseph Andrasko (1960) © / Judith Banas 
(2018) ©                                                                                                                                                   
10- Michael Basala (1991) / Suzanne Marinelli 
(1999) ©                                                                                                                                     
12- Pauline Truhan Livosky (2017) ©                                                                                                         
13- Andrew Libertin (1931) ©                                                                                                                                                     
14- Michael Hastal (1984) © / Susan Marie Sveda 
(2004) ©                                                                                                                           
15- Theodore Fesz (2020) © / Joseph Graban 
(2003) © / Still born Cmur (1924) © / Catherine 
Papantonakis (1951) © / Eugenia Pontikos (1953) ©                                                                                                                                                 

         16- Anne Cvercko (1996) © / Svetlana Gozur 
Evanoff (2014) ©                                                                                                             
18- Archbishop Job (2009) / V. Rev. Michael 
Macura                                                                                                                       
19- Edward Malchisky (2001) / Catherine Bon-
dar (2010) © / Margaret Boldish (2016) ©                                                                                     
20- George Fischu, Sr (1983) © / Anna Livosky 
(1946) © / Loukas Arfaras (1951) ©                                                                                           
21- John Kotchmar (2022) © / Dorthy Sudak 
(2024)                                                                                                                       
22- Susan La Valle (2019) / Peter Alesaudridis 
(1946) © / George Roman (1953) ©                                                                                             
23- Fr. David Sedor (2008) / Anna Volchko 
(1989) © / Mary Vansuch (2008) © / George 
Matzye (1950) ©                                                                                                              
24- John Feltovich (1981) ©                                                                                                     
25- Stephen Vansuch (2002) ©                                                                                                    
26- Fr. Robert Sally (2002) / Julia Malchisky 
(1971) / John Joseph Marinelli (1996) ©                                                                                      
27- Eileen Elash (2009) © / Adam Nedastup 
(1920) ©                                                                                                                 
28- Fr. John Kuchta (2019) / Julia Zora (2001) 
©                                                                                                                            
29- Andrew Midlik (1943) © / John Vansuch 
(1995) ©                                                                                                                     
30- Bishop Boris (2000) / Ed Pehanich, Sr 
(2019) / Kosta Alesandridis (1928) © / Christina 
Chulik (1943) ©                                                                                                              
31- Robert LaVallee (2007) / Hermenegildo 
Guerrero (2018) / Mary Shirilla (1952) © / John 
Niciforos (1964) ©                                                                                                           

 Martyrs Thyrsos, Leukios, and Kallinikos                
Commemorated on December 14 

The Holy Martyrs Thyrsos, Leukios, and Kallinikos, suffered for 
Christ under Emperor Decius (249-251) at Caesarea in Bithynίa. 
When Saint Leukios reproached the prefect Cumbricius for his un-
just persecution of Christians, he was tortured and then executed. 

Saint Thyrsos, who was still a catechumen, was nonetheless eager 
for martyrdom. He was sentenced to cruel tortures after refusing to 
offer sacrifice to the idols. Citing the words of the Prophet Jeremiah 
(2:27), he ridiculed those who worshiped idols made of wood and 
stone. 

The Saint’s arms and legs were pulled out of their sockets, his eyes 
were plucked out, and his teeth were smashed with a hammer. He 
was taken to a heathen temple, where, by his prayers, he toppled a 
statue of Apollo. Cumbricius was outraged by this, and he ordered 
even greater torments be devised for the athlete of Christ. Saint 
Thyrsos endured them all, then died after making the Sign of the 
Cross. The pagan priest Kallinikos, after witnessing the bravery of 
Saint Thyrsos and the miracle he performed, believed in Christ and 
boldly confessed the true Faith, for which he was beheaded. 



 

             Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747 
 https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/                 padrebartek@gmail.com 

6 

Christmas Flowers—2025 
To help defray the cost of the Christmas flowers, the the 
price is $15/ flower. Give Father the names of your 
loved ones (in memory or health) you would like re-
membered during the Great Entrance on Christmas Day. 
Give $$ to Cindy. Deadline: November 22nd. 
 
Archpriest Andrew - (18 Flowers) 
For the Health of: 
 His Eminence, Archbishop Daniel; 
 All parishioners & their families; 
 The Altar Society, ‘O’ Club, the Sisterhood, the 

Council, the Choir, Fr. Dn. Jimmy & Protodeacon 
David, all the altar servers; 

 My family & friends; 
 The Hawk Run, Summitt & Cambell Fire Depart-

ments: especially Steve, Evan, David, Greg, Bryan, 
Robert, Steve, Frank, Tony & Paul; and Marblehead 
Police Depart.  

 The Mayor, City Council, residents and businesses; 
of Campbell  

In Memory of: 
 His Eminence, Met. Nicholas, my ordaining Bishop; 
 His Eminence, Met. Orestes; 
 His Eminence, Archbishop Job;  
 His Eminence, Archbishop Paul;  
 His Grace, Bishop Matthias;  
 His Grace, Bishop John; 
 His Grace, Bishop David; 
 His Grace, Bishop Innocent; 
 His Beatitude, Met. Herman & His Beatitude, Met. 

Theodosius 
 George & Dorothy, my parents; 
 My family & friends; and  
 The Diptychs of this Parish 
 
Horodnic Family – (2 Flowers) 
 For health of Goeorge Horodnic, Sr. 
 In memory of Irene Horodnic  
 
Hull Family – (1 Flower) 

 For Health of Thomas Hull Jr. 
 
Ferrick Family- (1 Flower) 

 In memory of my mom Eileen Elash 
 
Cvercko Family- (3 Flowers) 

 In Memory of Andrew Cvercko 
 In Memory of Morris & Antonia Peevszok 
 In Memory of Andrew & Anna Cvercko 

Luke 14:16-24 (Gospel) 

Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper 
and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to 
say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are 
now ready.’ But they all with one accord began to make 
excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me 
excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me 
excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.’ So that servant came and re-
ported these things to his master. Then the master of the 
house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here 
the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ 
And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you com-
manded, and still there is room.’ Then the master said to 
the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 
’For I say to you that none of those men who were invit-
ed shall taste my supper.’” 

ATTENDANCE: 
A Comparison - 
NOVEMBER 

2024 2025 

1st Week    

St. Nicholas Vespers None 14 

St. Nicholas Liturgy 
Sat. Vespers  
Liturgy / Communion  

52 / 38 (last 
year this was 
a Sunday) 

13 / 11 
8 
58 / 38  

2nd Week   

Vespers 13  

Lit. / Communion  65 / 50  

3rd Week    

Vespers 10  

Liturgy / Communion 55 / 38  

4th Week    

Christmas Eve 44  

Christmas Day  
Sat. Vespers 
Liturgy / Communion 

75 / 43 
12 
74 / 48  

 

5th Week    

 No Record No Record 

SPECIAL COLLECTION:  DECEMBER  
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Archpriest Paul Pyrch– Former Priest of 
our Diocese 

Archpriest Paul Pyrch fell asleep in the Lord on De-
cember 2, 2025, surrounded by his loving family, in 
Virginia Beach, VA. 

Father Paul was born on August 4,1938 to Paul and 
Rose Pyrch in Pittsburgh, PA.  Growing up in a Rus-
sian-immigrant household deeply rooted in the local 
Orthodox Church led him to pursue a career in the 
Priesthood as a young man.  

After completing his undergraduate studies in Theolo-
gy and Music at Columbia University, Father Paul en-
tered into study at Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theolog-
ical Seminary.  He was privileged to study under Fa-
ther Alexander Schmemann, of blessed memory, his 
Father Confessor and life-long spiritual mentor. Short-
ly after graduating from seminary, he married Virginia 
Dofner, of blessed memory, on June 4, 1961.  Serving 
nine months as a Deacon, Father Paul was then or-
dained to the Holy Priesthood by the late Archbishop 
Benjamin of Pittsburgh on June 3, 1962.  He was as-
signed to a small parish in Royalton, IL where, in ten 
years, he revitalized the parish making it one of the 
more active parishes in the Midwest.  With his leader-
ship, this small parish raised thousands of dollars for 
Saint Vladimir’s Seminary in his drive to call others to 
God’s service. 

After his assignment to his home parish in Ambridge, 
PA, Father Paul was commissioned into the United 
States Navy as an Eastern Orthodox Chaplain in 
1975.  He served the military community honorably for 
23 years while receiving numerous personal awards for 
his ministry to thousands of Sailors and Marines 
around the world.  He served three tours of duty with 
the United States Marine Corps–quite likely among his 
favorite duty stations–and was the first Orthodox 
Chaplain ever assigned to a nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier, the USS NIMITZ 
(CVN-68)—one of a total of twenty-three US Naval 
ships on which he served throughout his career.  His 
knowledge of Russian enabled him to provide assis-
tance to Commanding Officers in translating incoming 
messages from Soviet ships during the Cold War. 

Father Paul retired from the Navy in 1997 and was at-
tached to the Dormition of the Theotokos Parish, in 
Norfolk, VA.  Ever anxious to continue his life of ser-
vice, Father Paul also took a position with H.D. Oliver 
Funeral Apartments as an After Care Coordinator 
providing grief counseling to families in the Hampton 
Roads area at that time. Father Paul came out of retire-
ment in 2010 to serve the Dormition parish for nine 
months until a new Priest could be assigned, and later 
to serve the parish of Saint Elpis in Hopewell, VA, 
(Greek Archdiocese) for one year while they were 
without a Priest.   

Throughout his life, Father Paul was blessed to have had 
the opportunity to travel much of the country and concele-
brate extensively at various parishes in places like Jackson-
ville, FL; Charleston, SC; Bethesda, MD; Washington, 
D.C.; Roanoke, VA; Richmond, VA; Newport News, VA; 
Virginia Beach, VA; Poquoson, VA; Madison, IL; and Sa-
vannah, GA.  These beloved pan-Orthodox experiences 
shaped Father Paul’s Orthodox ministry in a way that he 
truly cherished. 

Father Paul’s dedication and faithful service to Christ’s 
Holy Church was an inspiration to others fostering seven 
Priestly vocations for the Church and bringing countless 
new members to the Orthodox faith. Through the years, he 
served as a mentor to young Priests who sought his advice 
and direction–especially those in divine service to Ortho-
dox Christians in our armed services. 

Ever the consummate professional, Father Paul was also 
known to be an avid gardener, bass fisherman, and a huge 
fan of his beloved Pittsburgh Steelers, Pirates, and Pen-
guins. He was known by his family and close friends to 
have a keen sense of humor. His ship-shape-attention-to-
detail personality reflected a man who loved God, the Or-
thodox Church, and his family fiercely and always “told 
the truth” as he would say. 

Father Paul’s labors in the Vineyard of Christ for nearly 64 
years were the experiences that mattered most to him. 
Many faithful were blessed by his efforts and devotion in 
serving our Lord and Savior for so many years.  

Father Paul is survived by his beloved family: daughters 
Catherine Raisor, Elizabeth LaMotte (Bo), and Faith Pyrch 
(fiance Eric Tilton); grandchildren Leah Raisor (Jenn), 
Rebekah Raisor (fiance Troy Todd), Drew LaMotte, Kyra 
LaMotte, George Gerber, Johnathan Pyrch 
(Pashence) and great-grandson Elijah Pyrch, as well as his 
sisters Rosemary Pyrch Simpson (Howard, deceased), Car-
olyn Cunningham Ziady (Gus), and Barbara Pyrch Czer-
winski (Tom), and many beloved nieces and nephews.  

The Funeral Service for a Priest will be held for Father 
Paul at the Dormition Orthodox Church, 736 Sheppard 
Avenue, Norfolk, VA on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, at 
10:00 AM with visitation at the Church on Monday even-
ing, December 8, 2025, from 5:30-6:30 PM and Trisagion 
service at 6:30 PM. A private burial will take place at a 
later date at Albert G. Horton, Jr. Memorial Veteran’s 
Cemetery in Suffolk, VA. In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in his memory to Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox 
Theological eminary, 575 Scarsdale Road, Yonders, NY 
10707.  
May Father Paul’s memory be eternal! 
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RUSSIAN Christmas Eve Supper (Holy 
Supper) 

An extensive collection of Eastern Orthodox Christian 
traditions & customs from all over the world. To gath-
er and preserve our rich and ancient heritage for gener-
ations to come. Please contribute your traditions to this 
site, email chrisav1984@gmail.com 

Following 40 days of Nativity Lent, the birth of Jesus 
Christ is commemorated with a final Lenten feast on 
6th January (Old Calendar). 
There are several symbolic features to the dinner table, 
including the placing of hay under the tablecloth in 
memory of the manger in which the Holy Child was 
placed by His Mother at His birth. Some grain is also 
thrown in the straw to represent the abundance of 
Christ’s Coming. The linen tablecloth represents the 
birth clothes Christ was wrapped. 

The Supper usually consists of 12 courses, symbolic of 
the 12 Apostles. The twelve fasting foods usually 
served are: barley, honey, stewed prunes, pierogi, sau-
erkraut, potatoes, lima beans, garlic, Lenten bread, 
mushroom soup and salt. Reminders that life is both 
bitter and sweet and that the work of each day through-
out the current year was required to truly celebrate 
Christ's Coming. 

The Holy Supper 

The meal begins with the singing of the Christmas tro-
parion and the lighting of a candle placed in the center 
of the table. The candle symbolizes the star 
of Bethlehem. 

The Holy Supper usually takes place in the home with 
the father leading the family in the prayer ritual. It be-
gins with the youngest child reading the Nativity ac-
count from the Gospel of St. Matthew 2:1-12. The fa-
ther then starts with an opening prayer asking God to 
bless the bread, wine, and food. He then breaks the 
bread and passes it out to all present. This symbolizes 
Christ at the Last Supper. 

The supper begins with a spoonful of the traditional 
Kutya, a cooked wheat or barley kasha, sweetened 
with honey, poppy seeds and chopped nuts – symbolic 
of joy and happiness. 

An extra place is always set at the table for Jesus, ei-
ther in Spirit, or in the form of a traveller or stranger, 
for none are turned away on this day without a warm 
invitation to partake of this Holy Supper. 

If there is a priest present the prayers are lead by him 
instead of the father. 

The Prayers & ceremony 

Priest: O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who blessed the 
five loaves in the wilderness and with them You satis-
fied the five thousand, bless this loaf, wine, and the 
food we are about to eat and multiply them in this city,  

and in all the world, and sanctify all the faithful who partake 
of them. For it is You, O Christ our God, Who bless and sanc-
tify all things, and to You we ascribe glory, together with 
Your Father, Who is without beginning, and Your all-holy, 
and good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 
of ages. 

People: Amen. Honey is placed on the forehead with the 
words: 

All: May we love one another as the bee loves honey. The 
cup of wine in passed around for each to drink. 

All: Unite us in Faith and Love. Bread is broken and passed 
to all. It is then dipped into the honey and eaten: 

All: Let us love one another. Garlic is eaten – not pealed but 
cracked with the teeth. 

All: May God Spare us from all Evil. The twelve Lenten 
foods are eaten without knives or pepper. Pepper symbolizes 
arguments and knives the cutting of friendship 

Closing Prayer: May He who was born in a cavern and lay in 
a manger for our salvation Christ our true God, through the 
prayers of the Holy Theotokos, of the Holy Apostle and 
Evangelist Luke and of all the saints have mercy on and save 
us for He is good and loves mankind. 

People: Amen 

After Supper, the candle is blown out gently and if the smoke 
rises straight up it means a blessing for the year. It is tradi-
tional for all to attend a Vesper Service following which the 
choir may begin visiting homes to sing Christmas Carols. 

Traditional Foods Served 

The foods range from bitter to sweet to remind us of the bit-
terness of life before Christ was born and the sweetness of 
life which comes after His birth. The number 12 symbolizes 
the twelve apostles. 

Two may be chosen from each category – except soup. 

Appetizers: lkra (caviar), Kutya, Pick-led Mushrooms, Pi-
roshki (with mushroom or sauerkraut filling), Herring (with 
beet and onion slices), Baklazhan (eggplant caviar). 

Soup: Mushroom, Barley, Fish (with dumplings), Borscht, 
Cabbage, Vegetable. 

Fish dishes: Baked Pike, Trout or other, Fried Filet of Sole or 
Bluefish, Fish in Aspic, Stuffed Carp, Fishcakes, Fried 
Smelts, Boiled Lobster. 

Vegetable dishes: Potato Pancakes, Boiled Potato (with dill), 
Baked Sauer-kraut, Baked Sliced Beets, Potato Salad (with 
beets), Cauliflower (with bread crumbs and margarine top-
ping), Lenten Cabbage Rolls, Pickled Baked Cabbage, 
"Malosolniyeh" Pickles (freshly dilled). 

Fruit & cake: Dried-fruit Compote, Cherry or Blueberry Var-
eniki, Poppy seed Cake or Roll. Nut Pudding, Apple Strudel, 
Kissel, Fruit Rolls. 

Beverages: Wine, Kvass, Russian Tea (served with preserves 
and lemon slices) 
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Holy Supper Christmas Eve in the 
CARPATHO-RUSYN Tradition The      
Christmas Eve Holy Supper (Svjatyj 

Vecer / Velija) 

The Carpatho-Rusyn people maintain a wide variety 
of customs associated with all the holidays of the 
year, but few of them are as elaborate or as eagerly 
awaited as those associated with the Feast of the Na-
tivity of Jesus Christ. 
The entire drama of events associated with Christmas 
is made present in the Rusyn home by the ob-
servance of the Holy Supper. The custom of Holy 
Supper is observed wherever Rusyns live, but varia-
tions in customs and foods served at the meal are 
found from region to region, village to village, even 
among different families. These variations testify to 
the richness of the Rusyn culture, but in the unity of 
a tradition kept by all Rusyns. 
Forty Days of Preparation 
The season of Christmas is heralded by forty days of 
prayer and fasting beginning the day after the feast of 
Saint Philip the Apostle, (November 14/27) [new 
calendar/old calendar]. This period is thus known as 
St. Philip's Fast (in Rusyn: Fylypovka) or the Nativi-
ty Fast. No festivities are held during this time, 
which is reserved for spiritual preparation for the 
Birth of the Savior. 
Rusyns reserve the day of Christmas Eve to prepare 
for the Holy Supper. The men of the house spend the 
day caring for the livestock; the women are busy 
baking, cooking and cleaning. Weeks before, the 
houses are whitewashed or painted inside and out; 
this day is to make sure everything - and everyone - 
is thoroughly cleansed inside and out. 
In our Carpathian Mountain villages, the "gazda" or 
head of the household feeds the animals with gener-
ous portions of food, honoring them as the animals 
who gathered at the cave to honor the newborn 
Christ child. There he picks up some straw or hay 
and enters the house. Asking God's blessings that the 
family all live to see the next Christmas, he places it 
on the table, under the tablecloth, or on the floor un-
der the table. Seeds or garlic may also be scattered 
on the table. He might prepare a sheaf of wheat or 
oats ("didko" or "Diduch") and place it in a corner of 
the house under the icons in hopes of a rich and good 
harvest next year. A clean white linen cloth covers 
the dinner table, representing the swaddling clothes 
with which the Virgin Mary clothed her infant son. 
An empty chair and place are set at the table in 
memory of departed family members and reserved 
for the unexpected guest for whom there should al-
ways be room. 
 
In the middle of the table sits a large round loaf of 
white, corn, rye or wheat bread, similar to the Easter 
Paska bread but variously called "kracun", "krecun", 
kracunyk, rohac or lokska. Candles are placed near  

the center of the table, or even one in the center of the 
bread. The bread represents Jesus Christ who called Him-
self "the Bread of Life." Another candle is placed in the 
window as a sign of welcome to any traveler seeking shel-
ter. Finally, a manger scene or icon of the Nativity is 
placed on the table. The room now represents the cave and 
the manger of Bethlehem, the humble surroundings of the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 
The entire family prepares to greet the newborn Jesus by 
hurrying to wash their faces and hands at a nearby cold 
stream, believing they will be kept clean and healthy 
throughout the next year. 

The Evening Star Appears - At Last the Holy Supper 
Begins 
The meal begins just as the first star appears in the sky at 
the setting of the sun. The first star represents the star of 
Bethlehem. The father then proceeds into the room greet-
ing his family with "Christos Razdajetsja" - Christ is 
Born!" The family replies, "Slavite Jeho" - "Glorify Him!" 
He then takes a rope (or chain) and after sprinking it with 
holy water, ties the four legs of the table with rope or 
chain, asking God's blessings and protection from all cor-
ners of the world. This symbolizes the ever-lasting bond of 
the family. 
The mother sprinkles the family members with holy water 
so that their souls and minds might be receptive to the 
meaning of the Birth of Christ. The father then takes the 
holy water to sprinkle the livestock and any household ani-
mals, reminding the family of the animals in the stable 
when Christ was born. After this blessing, the animals are 
fed. (It is a belief among many Rusyns that the animals can 
speak at midnight on Christmas Eve and would complain 
to God if they were mistreated!) 
The candles on the table are lit to symbolize the appear-
ance of Christ, the Light of the World, at His birth. The 
father or eldest so leads the family in kneeling prayer, like 
the adoration of Christ by the shepherds and wise men. 
The prayer expresses gratitude to God for His blessings 
during the past year. It includes petitions for health, happi-
ness, long life and salvation, that the family may be united 
in love forever, and blessing of the food. Then the Tropari-
on of Christmas is sung: "Rozdestvo Tvoje Christe Boze 
nas, vozsija mirovi svit razuma…" "Your Nativity, O 
Christ our God, has shed upon the world the light of 
knowledge.." 
The food may then be blessed with holy water. A toast 
"vincovanja" with sweet wine, brandy "palenka", or whis-
key mixed with honey is offered, again by the father. It 
may be simple or quite elaborate, but is usually something 
like this: "Lord Jesus Christ, Who was born in a manger 
for our sake and salvation, bless this food and drink of 
Your servants, for You are holy, always, now and ever, 
and forever." or "Good Christians! I greet you on the Feast 
of Christ's Nativity and wish that the Lord grant you and 
your children good health and fortune to praise the eternal 
God for many blessed years!"; those present answer "Daj 
Boze!" - "Grant it, O God!". The prayer is followed with 
the exchange of the Christmas Greeting: CHRIST IS 
BORN! GLORIFY HIM!, after which   Con’t next pg  
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Carpatho-Russian con’t previous pg 

point everyone may be seated. 
The father breaks the bread, first making the sign of the 
cross on the bottom of the loaf with the knife, and gives 
a piece to each member of the family. The bread is a 
symbol of Christ, the Bread of Life. The bread is then 
eaten. The father breaks the bread, first making the sign 
of the cross on the bottom of the loaf with the knife, and 
gives a piece to each member of the family. The bread is 
a symbol of Christ, the Bread of Life. The bread is then 
eaten. 
The mother takes a tooth of garlic, dips it honey, and 
makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of the father 
and then on each member of the family according to sen-
iority. The honey symbolizes the sweetness of life, the 
garlic - the bitterness. Garlic is held by Rusyns to have 
curative powers and to keep away evil spirits. When the 
mother makes the sign of the cross on her eligible-for-
marriage daughter, she exclaims. "May Jesus grant that 
young men will go after you like bees to honey!"  

Twelve Dishes - But Even More Variations! 
 
Since St. Philip's Fast culminates with a day of strict 
fasting on Christmas Eve, the Holy Supper dishes con-
tain no meat and (usually) no dairy products. In some 
locales, Rusyns keep the fast so strictly that they eat no 
food on Christmas Eve until the Holy Supper! The meal 
consists of seven, nine, or even twelve courses, repre-
senting Christ's twelve Apostles. A wide variety of foods 
may be prepared, depending on the region or village, 
including: 

bobal'ki (small dough balls) with kapusta (sauerkraut) 
or poppyseeds and honey 

pyrohy filled with potatoes, lekvar (prunes) or sauer-
kraut 

mushrooms and onions fried in vegetable oil 

pea or lima bean soup 

stewed and fresh fruit 

sauces of dried plums (slivcanka) or pears (hruscanka) 

lentils 

nuts 

macanka (thick mushroom soup) 

mashed potatoes 

meatless holubki (cabbage stuffed with rice) 

fish or herring 

Regional dishes also give a specialized touch to the 
meal: kutja (boiled barley or buckwheat porridge with 
honey) in eastern Subcarpathia; kapuscanyk, adzimka, 
knise, or balja (variations of pagac cabbage pastry) in the 
Presov Region, keselyca (fermented oatmeal and yeast) 
in the Lemko Region. No one is permitted to skip a dish; 
each person must at least taste each dish!  

Between the servings of each course, traditional Rusyn 
carols may be sung, or amusing stories and family remi-
niscences told. The dinner and some individual dishes 
can be accompanied with superstitious rites to predict 
what the coming year will hold: blowing candle smoke to 
see from what direction a suitor may come, throwing a 
bunch of tied spoons against the door, or using a spoon to 
toss kutja at the ceiling to see if it sticks (a sign of good 
fortune). 
After dinner, the father reads the narrative of the birth of 
Jesus from the Bible. A prayer of thanksgiving is recited 
for the most precious gift of all, the only-begotten Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. Koljady (carols) are sung as the chil-
dren eagerly hunt for nuts, fruit or coins or small toys 
hidden in the straw or in some secluded part of the home. 
If the family is fortunate enough to have a tree - it is dec-
orated now. 

The Carolers Arrive 
The local carolers (jaslickari / gubi / Betlehemcj / 
Vyfejemci / zvizdari) may now pay a visit to the home. 
The carolers come dressed as angels and shepherds, car-
rying a miniature church (typical in Subcarpathia) or led 
in procession by a star on a pole (more common in the 
Lemko Region/Galicia). They dress in white garments, 
with tall cylinder hats and brightly colored ribbons across 
their chests, and they carry staves, perhaps with a bell at 
the end. Almost all ages - youngsters, teens, adults - are 
known to form "Bethlehem caroler" - or "Star Caroler" 
groups. 
The guba, kuba, dido or staryj pastyr, the oldest shepherd 
(with a mask on his face) is the main character and also 
the comedian. The "Bethlehem play" they present is a 
short presentation of carols, sung greetings (koljadky), 
dialogue, dancing, and the announcement of Christ's 
birth. A puppet play, vertep (the cave) may be presented 
instead in some regions. The family then rewards the car-
olers with drinks or coins to thank them for their long 
journey from home to home. The carolers journey will 
continue after the evening church services, into the night, 
and throughout the next three days. 
 

On To Church To Meet The Savior 
The carolers, like angels, summon the listeners to Bethle-
hem to witness the miraculous birth of Christ. At the 
sound of the first bell the family hastens through the 
snow to the parish church to share in the joy of the ser-
vice of Great Compline (Povecerije velikoje). As all its 
candles and icon lamps are progressively lit, the festively 
decorated church resounds with the antiphonal chanting 
of prophetic verses from the Old Testament Book of Isai-
ah concerning the coming of the Messiah, each followed 
by the response "S nami Boh, razumijte jazyci, I pokarja-
jtesja, jako s nami Boh!" "God is with us, give ear o you 
nations and submit yourselves, for God is with us!" Like 
angels and shepherds and wise men of old, the Rusyn 
family joins the ranks of saints and apostles of every age 
who truly celebrate the birth of the Savior. 


