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CHRIST IS BORN!    

GLORIFY HIM! 

CHRISTOS RAZDAJETSJA! 

SLAVITE JEHO! 
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The Weekly Forerunner  
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

301 Struthers Liberty Rd 
Campbell, OH 44405 

DECEMBER Bulletin Sponsor 
In memory of my loving husband George Kolesar– Given by Barbara Kolesar 

Liturgical & Events Schedule 
TWO WEELK EDITION 

 
Sunday, December 28 
9:35 AM: Hours 
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy (served by AP John          
Steffaro) / Social  
 
Saturday, January 3 
4:00 pm Vespers  
 
Sunday, January 4 
9:35 AM: Hours 
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Panachida / Social 
 
Monday, January 5– Strict Fast Day  
9:00 AM: Vesperal Divine Loturgy  
6:00 pm (SHARP) Holy Night Supper 
7:00 pm Vigil w Great Blessing of Water  
 
Tuesday, January 6 
9:00 AM: Divine Liturgy 
 
Saturday, January 10 
4:00 pm Vespers 
 
Sunday, January 11 
9:35 AM: Hours 
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Monthly Panachida / So-
cial 

 to Bishop Anthimis (Cyrils successor) with her faithful 
servant, the eunuch Indes. Saint Anthimus catechized them, 
and both received holy Baptism. 

Domna began to help the poor: she gave away her valua-
bles with the assistance of Indes, and she also distributed 
food from the imperial kitchen. The chief eunuch, who was 
in charge of provisions for the imperial household, found 
out that Domna and Indes were not eating the food sent 
them from the emperor’s table. He had them beaten in or-
der to find out why they did not partake of the food, but 
they remained silent. Another eunuch informed him that the 
saints were distributing all the emperor’s gifts to the poor. 
He locked them up in prison to exhaust them with hunger, 
but they received support from an angel and did not suffer. 
Saint Domna feigned insanity so she wouldn’t have to live 
among the pagans. Then she and Indes managed to leave 
the court, and she went to a women’s monastery. Abbess 
Agatha quickly dressed her in men’s clothing, cut her hair 
and sent her off from the monastery. 

During this time the emperor returned from battle and or-
dered that a search be made for the former pagan priestess 
Domna. The soldiers sent for this purpose found the mon-
astery and destroyed it. The sisters were thrown into prison, 
subjected to torture and abuse, but not one of them suffered 
defilement. Sent to a house of iniquity, Saint Theophila 
was able to preserve her virginity with the help of an angel 
of the Lord. The angel led her from the brothel and brought 
her to the cathedral. 

At this time the emperor cleared the city square to offer 
sacrifice to the pagan gods. When they began sprinkling the 
crowd with the blood of the sacrificial animals, Christians 
started to leave the square. Seeing this, the emperor became 
enraged, but in the middle of his rantings a great thunder-
storm sprang up. People fled in panic, and the emperor had 
to retreat to the palace for his own safety. 

Later Maximian went to the church with soldiers and told 
them they could escape punishment if they renounced 
Christ. Otherwise, he promised to burn the church and 
those in it. The Christian presbyter Glycerius told him that 
Christians would never renounce their faith, even under the 
threat of torture. Hiding his anger, the emperor exited the 
church, and a short time later commanded the presbyter 
Glycerius be arrested for trial. The executioners tortured 
the martyr, who did not cease to pray and to call on the 
Name of the Lord. Unable to force Saint Glycerius stop 
confessing Christ, Maximian ordered  Con’t Pg 7  

20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia Commemorated 
on December 28 

The Holy 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia: At the beginning of 
the fourth century the emperor Maximian (284-305) gave 
orders to destroy Christian churches, to burn service books, 
and to deprive all Christians of rights and privileges of citi-
zenship. At this time the bishop of the city of Nicomedia was 
Saint Cyril, who by his preaching and life contributed to the 
spread of Christianity, so that many members of the emper-
or’s court were also secret Christians. 
The pagan priestess Domna was living in the palace at that 
time. Providentially, she obtained a copy of the Acts of the 
Apostles and the Epistles of Saint Paul. Her heart burned with 
the desire to learn more about the Christian teaching. With 
the help of a young Christian girl Domna went secretly 
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UPCOMING EVENTS—SAVE THE DATE !  
JANUARY 
à January 5:  Holy Night Supper @ 6 PM (Sharp) followed by Great Blessing of Water. There will be a sign up 

sheet. This will be a pot-luck event. Deadline Sunday, Dec. 28th  (to know who is coming)& what you are bring-
ing ). There will be a sign-up sheet @ candle desk listing required foods. This is a strict fast meal. No dairy or 
meat. Further details to follow. 

à January 25– Chicken Crepes Dinner– OPEN TO PUBLIC. Take out or seat in. Further details to come after  
Christmas.  

FEBRUARY 
à February 8:  Church Annual Meeting. Liturgy will begin @ 9:00 AM. Brief social w/ sandwiches & chips. Meeting 

begins @ 11 AM. Free will offering. 
à February 15:  Meatfare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite meat dishes. (Last day to eat meat until Pascha). Free 

will offering. 
à February 22:  Cheesefare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite dairy dishes. (Last day of dairy until Pascha) Free 

will offering. 
à February 23:  Beginning of the Great Fast 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 
If anyone would like their homes blessed this 
January, please see Father Andrew for ap-
pointment.  

MEMBER IN GOOD                   
STANDING  

A member in good standing: 

¨ 18 or High School Graduate. You are a 
member if you are in College. 

¨ Receive the Sacraments of Confession 
and Communion on a regular basis. 

¨ Your Financial obligation is up-to-date.  

Galatians 1:11-19 (Epistle, Sunday After Christmas) 
But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached 
by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor 
was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For 
you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the 
church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced 
in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, be-
ing more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when 
it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called 
me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, 
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but 
I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then after three 
years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fif-
teen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s 
brother. 

OCA Joins Amicus Brief Defending Religious Liberty 
The Orthodox Church in America has joined the Serbian Orthodox Diocese of New 
Gračanica–Midwestern America, the Catholic bishops of Illinois and the Illinois Cath-
olic Health Association in filing an amicus brief in the case NIFLA v. Treto in the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. The brief challenges a law that requires 
healthcare providers, which abstain from performing abortions, to nevertheless still 
provide patients with referrals to abortion providers and to deliver state-mandated 
statements promoting the supposed benefits of abortion in order to receive certain le-
gal protections. 

The Orthodox Church has always taught that human life is sacred, from the moment 
of conception until natural death. This law threatens that belief by compelling pro-life 
healthcare providers to speak in ways that contradict their faith and moral convictions. 

The Orthodox Church in America has joined this effort because the freedom to speak 
and serve in accordance with our faith is essential to the Church’s witness and minis-
tries. We pray that the court will safeguard the dignity of all human life and uphold 
the constitutional freedoms that allow religious ministries to serve with integrity and 
faithfulness. 

The Orthodox Church in America is grateful for the work of the Becket Fund for Reli-
gious Liberty. 

This article appeared 
in the Becket religious 
Liberty for all website  
Case Summary 

Illinois bullies pro-life 
healthcare professionals 
into supporting abortion 

For nearly 40 years, Illi-
nois protected healthcare 
providers who declined to 
participate in abortion by 
giving them immunity 
from lawsuits and disci-
plinary action. But in 
2016, the state gutted that 
long-standing protection. 

Con’t Pg 6  
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Bulletin: In memory of my loving husband George Kolesar– Given by Barbara Kolesar 
Wine: OPEN  
Incense: OPEN 
Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light: OPEN 
Altar Candles: OPEN 
Tetrapod Candles: OPEN 
St. Herman Candles: Commemorating all who participate in the maintenance of the church, the teachers, singers and 

those who participate in social events. Praying for everyone to love one another. 
St. Panteleimon Icon Candles: OPEN 
Protection Icon Candles: OPEN 
St. John the Baptist Candles: Open   
Monthly Flowers: OPEN   

$50 per month 
*Wine   
*Bulletin 
*Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light 
*Altar Candles 
*Tetrapod Candles 

$30 per month 
*St. Herman candles 
*St. Panteleimon Icon candles 
*Protection Icon candles 
*St. John the Baptist candles 

$25 per month 
Incense 
Flowers– NEW UPDATED PRICE / DECREASED 
  

JANUARY Candle & Bulletin Sponsors  
NOTE: If anything is missing from the Sponsorships please contact Fr. Andrew ASAP  

Mark 1:1-8 (Gospel, Sunday Before Theophany) 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My mes-
senger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You. The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the LORD; make His paths straight.’” John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of re-
pentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all 
baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “There comes One after me who is 
mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose. I indeed baptized you with water, but He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Hot Meal for Needy Community                 
Residents of Campbell, OH (Article               
appeared on the Diocesan Web-site) 

On Thursday, December 11, 2025, the parishioners of 
St John the Baptist Church, Campbell, OH prepared and 
served a hot meal, desserts and beverages to the local 
Campbell community. The new Mayor of Campbell, 
Mr. Bill Valentino gave a helping hand serving all who 
attended. 

Joining him were community volunteers, local elemen-
tary school basketball players former city council mem-
bers and local restaurant employees, as well as St. 
John’s parishioners. The parish plans to continue this 
special event several times a year. 

Following the meal, the parish took food to the local 
senior complex for over 200 people. Most recently, 
Archpriest Andrew Bartek, Rector, gave the invocation 
at the swearing in of the new Mayor and new City 
Council members of Campbell.  

Father Andrew serves as the Chaplain of the Campbell 
Fire Department. 

DOM Seminarian Ordained to the 
Priesthood 

On Saturday, December  13, the feast of St. Herman 
of Alaska, His Eminence Archbishop Daniel of Chi-
cago and the Midwest presided over the Divine Lit-
urgy at the Diocesan Cathedral, Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral, Chicago, IL. 

Serving with His Eminence were Priest Alexander 
Koranda, Cathedral Dean, Archpriest Nicholas 
Wyslutsky, Dean of Cleveland, Archpriest Tarasiy 
Maxim, Priest Christopher Moore, Protodeacon Sam-
uel Slimak, Deacon Timothy Heinbokel, Deacon 
Pedro Sarsama and Deacon Paul Schlafer. The choir 
was directed by Cathedral Choir Director, Reader 
Vladimir Lymar. 

After the Great Entrance, Dn. Paul was ordained to 
the Holy Priesthood. 

Following the Divine Liturgy, the Archbishop spoke 
on the life of St. Herman and congratulated the fami-
ly. The family hosted a meal in the parish hall for 
those gathered 
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DECEMBER Reader Schedule 
December 25– Robert Willson  
December 28– George Horodnic  
January 4– Sub-Deacon Donald  Tamulonis 
January 11- Reader Matthew Vansuch  

40 DAY REMEMBRANCE 
January 11– Paul Demkosky / AP Paul Pyrch 
January 18– Pauline Meath 

SPECIAL COLLECTION:                         
DECEMBER  

 

ATTENDANCE: 
A Comparison - 

NOVEMBER 
2024 2025 

1st Week    

St. Nicholas Vespers None 14 

St. Nicholas Liturgy 
Sat. Vespers  
Liturgy / Communion  

52 / 38 (last 
year this was 
a Sunday) 

13 / 11 
8 
58 / 38  

2nd Week   

Vespers 13 Canceled 
Werather 

Lit. / Communion  65 / 50 25 /14 
Weather  

3rd Week    

Vespers 10 Canceled 

Liturgy / Communion 
Unction Service  

55 / 38 
Holy Week 
Last Year  

40 / 26 
28 

4th Week    

Christmas Eve 44  

Christmas Day  
Sat. Vespers 
Liturgy / Communion 

75 / 43 
12 
74 / 48  

 

5th Week    

 No Record No Record 

JANUARY CHARITY              
COLLECTION  

OCMC—Support a Mission 
Priest  

MORE INFORMATION FROM IL    
RELIGIOUS CASE FROM PAGE 6  

Case Snapshot 

Illinois law forces pro-life healthcare professionals to 
tell women about the “benefits” of abortion and to refer 
them to abortion providers. A group of pro-life preg-
nancy centers and doctors sued the state, and a lower 
court recently blocked the “benefits-discussion” re-
quirement but left the referral mandate in place. Both 
sides appealed, and the case is now before the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. 

Status 

On December 16, 2025, Becket filed a friend-of-the-
court brief in support of the pro-life healthcare profes-
sionals and on behalf of the Catholic bishops of Illinois, 
the Illinois Catholic Health Association, the Orthodox 
Church in America, and the Serbian Orthodox Diocese 
of New Gračanica-Midwestern America. The brief ar-
gues that Illinois’s mandate strikes at the heart of 
America’s long tradition of protecting religious people 
from compelled speech. 

Archbishop Daniel visits Holy           
Assumption in Marblehead, OH 

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel of Chicago and 
the Midwest visited Holy Assumption Church, Mar-
blehead, OH for an archpastoral visit on December 
6 and December 7.   

On Saturday December 6, His Eminence arrived at 
the parish at 110 East Main Street, which is located 
across the street from Lake Erie. On Sunday morn-
ing parishioner Ron Royhab met His Eminence at 
the front doors of the church with the traditional 
greeting of bread and salt. 

Serving with the Archbishop were Archpriest Her-
man Kincaid, Chancellor, Archpriest Peter Tomas, 
Rector, Priest Jacob Ponomarenko (ROCOR), and 
Protodeacon Samuel Slimak. The choir was directed 
by Matushka Michelle. 

Prior to the Divine Liturgy, Joseph Schutt was ton-
sured to the rank of Reader. Fr. Peter was awarded 
the jeweled cross for 30 years of service as a priest 
during the Little Entrance. At the conclusion of the 
service, His Eminence blessed the 30-year marriage 
of Fr. Peter and Matushka Michelle. 

Following the service everyone enjoy fellowship at 
a local restaurant. 
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 Matthew 2:13-23 (Gospel, Sunday After Christmas) 
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and 
stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy 
Him.” When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and de-
parted for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called 
My Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who 
were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according 
to the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what 
was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, re-
fusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” Now when Herod was dead, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 
“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.” Then he arose, took the young 
Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of 
Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

2 Timothy 4:5-
8 (Epistle, Sunday     
Before Thophany ) 

But you be watchful in all 
things, endure afflictions, do 
the work of an evangelist, fulfill 
your ministry. For I am already 
being poured out as a drink of-
fering, and the time of my de-
parture is at hand. I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith. 
Finally, there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give to me on that 
Day, and not to me only but 
also to all who have loved His 
appearing. 

Religious Liberty Case con’t from pg 3  

The Illinoislegislature amended its Health Care Right 
of Conscience Act to require any healthcare profes-
sional who refuses to participate in abortion for reasons 
of conscience to do two things if they want to receive 
any conscience-based protections: tell women about 
the supposed “benefits” of abortion, and refer them to a 
list abortion of providers. For pro-life pregnancy cen-
ters and many religious healthcare professionals, this 
mandate attacks the core of their work. These minis-
tries exist to offer life-affirming care rooted in the be-
lief that every person is made in the image of God. The 
law instead demands that they speak a message that 
contradicts their faith and the very purpose of their 
ministry.   

An impossible choice 

Under the law, anyone who refuses to promote abor-
tion loses the legal immunity that normally protects 
healthcare providers from malpractice suits, discrimi-
nation claims, and enforcement actions by the state 
licensing board. That loss of protection puts pro-life 
healthcare professionals to an impossible choice—
either speak and promote the state’s message about 
abortion, or face legal and professional consequences 
for refusing to say what violates their beliefs. A group 
of pro-life pregnancy centers and doctors challenged 
the law in federal court. In spring 2025, the district 
court blocked the “benefits-discussion” requirement 
but left the referral mandate in place, and both sides 
appealed. 

Becket defends America’s long tradition protecting 
religious speech 

On December 16, 2025, Becket filed a friend-of-the- 

court brief on behalf of the Catholic bishops of Illinois, 
the Illinois Catholic Health Association, and two Ortho-
dox Church bodies. The brief argues that, while the pro-
life pregnancy centers and doctors should prevail under 
the First Amendment rule against government compel-
ling speech, there is an even simpler way to decide the 
case. It urges the court to reaffirm that, in the Anglo-
American legal tradition, protections for speech first de-
veloped to safeguard religious speech; and for that rea-
son, governments have never been permitted to force reli-
gious groups to voice a message they do not believe. The 
court should ensure thatIllinois is not allowed to do so 
here. 

For the Catholic Conference of Illinois, being required to 
speak positively about abortion risks confusing the faith-
ful and weakening the Church’s public witness. For the 
Illinois Catholic Health Association, which includes 
Catholic hospitals and healthcare ministries, the mandate 
threatens the integrity of the healing work they carry out 
every day, forcing them to contradict the very mission 
that animates their service. And for the Orthodox Church 
in America and Serbian Orthodox Church, minority reli-
gious groups whose teachings are not always widely un-
derstood, government-forced speech creates the danger of 
pressure and misunderstanding that can chill its minis-
try.  More Information on this story on Pg 5.  

DECEMBER SOCIAL  
December 28– Sisterhood  
January 4– O Club  
January 11– Council 
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20,000 Martyrs con’t from pg 1 

him to be burned to death. 

On the Feast of the Nativity of Christ in the year 302, 
when about 20,000 Christians had assembled at the ca-
thedral in Nicomedia, the emperor sent a herald into the 
church. He told the Christians that soldiers were sur-
rounding the building, and that anyone who wished to 
leave had to offer sacrifice to the pagan gods. Anyone 
who defied the emperor would perish when the soldiers 
set fire to the church. All those present refused to wor-
ship the idols. 

As the pagans prepared to set fire to the church, Bishop 
Anthimus, baptized all the catechumens and communed 
everyone with the Holy Mysteries. All 20,000 of those 
praying died in the fire. Among them were the abbess 
Agatha and Saint Theophila who had been saved from 
the den of iniquity by a miracle. Bishop Anthimus, how-
ever, managed to escape the fire. 

Maximian thought that he had exterminated all the 
Christians of Nicomedia. He soon learned that there 
were many more, and that they would confess their faith 
and were prepared to die for Christ. The emperor won-
dered how to deal with them. At his command they ar-
rested the regimental commander Zeno, who was openly 
criticizing the emperor for his impiety and cruelty. Zeno 
was fiercely beaten and finally beheaded. They jailed the 
eunuch Indes, formerly a priest of the idols, for refusing 
to participate in a pagan festival. 

The persecution against Christians continued. Dorotheus, 
Mardonius, Migdonius the deacon and others were 
thrown into prison. Bishop Anthimus encouraged them 
by sending letters to them. One of the messengers, the 
Deacon Theophilus, was captured. They subjected him 
to torture, trying to learn where the bishop was hiding. 
The holy martyr endured everything, while revealing 
nothing. Then they executed him and also those whom 
the bishop had addressed in his letter. Though they were 
executed in different ways, they all showed the same 
courage and received their crowns from God. 

For weeks, Saint Domna concealed herself within a cave 
and sustained herself by eating plants. When she re-
turned to the city, she wept for a long time at the ruins of 
the church, regretting that she was not found worthy to 
die with the others. That night she went to the sea shore. 
At that moment fishermen pulled the bodies of the mar-
tyrs Indes, Gorgonius and Peter from the water in their 
nets. 

Saint Domna was still dressed in men’s clothing, and she 
helped the fishermen to draw in their nets. They left her 
the bodies of the martyrs. With reverence she looked 
after the holy relics and wept over them, especially over 
the body of her spiritual friend, the Martyr Indes. 

After giving them an honorable burial, she did not depart 
from these graves so dear to her heart. Each day she 
burned incense before them, sprinkling them with fra-
grant oils. When the emperor was told of an unknown  

youth who offered incense at the graves of executed 
Christians, he gave orders to behead the youth. The Mar-
tyr Euthymius was also executed along with Domna. 

Commemoration of the Holy Righteous 
David the King, Joseph the Betrothed, 

and James the Brother of the Lord   
Commemorated on December 28 

The Holy Prophet-King David, Saint Joseph the Be-
trothed, and Saint James the Brother of the Lord are 
commemorated on the Sunday after the Nativity. If there 
is no Sunday between December 25 and January 1, their 
commemoration is moved to December 26. 

At an early date, some churches in the East began to 
commemorate certain important figures of the New Tes-
tament at the time of Theophany, and later during the 
Nativity season. In Syria, for example, Saint Stephen 
(December 27), Saints James (April 30) and John 
(September 26), and Saints Peter and Paul (June 29) 
were commemorated near the end of December. 

In Jerusalem, the saints mentioned above were com-
bined with a feast that the Jews of Hebron celebrated on 
December 25 or 26 in honor of the Old Testament Patri-
arch Jacob. Later on, the Christians substituted Saint 
James (October 23) for Jacob, and then the commemora-
tion of the Brother of the Lord became associated with 
his ancestor King David. In time, Saint Joseph was 
linked with Saints David and James. 

Saint Joseph had four sons from his previous marriage: 
James, Judah, Joses, and Simon (or Symeon), and three 
daughters: Esther, Martha, and Salome, who was the 
mother of Saint John the Theologian. 

Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles                     
Commemorated on January 4 

The Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles was established by 
the Orthodox Church to indicate the equal honor of each 
of the Seventy. They were sent two by two by the Lord 
Jesus Christ to go before Him into the cities He would 
visit (Luke 10:1). 

Besides the celebration of the Synaxis of the Holy Disci-
ples, the Church celebrates the memory of each of them 
during the course of the year: 

Saint James the Brother of the Lord (October 23); Mark 
the Evangelist (April 25); Luke the Evangelist (October 
18); Cleopas (October 30), brother of Saint Joseph the 
Betrothed, and Simeon his son (April 27); Barnabas 
(June 11); Joses, or Joseph, named Barsabas or Justus 
(October 30); Thaddeus (August 21); Ananias (October 
1); Protomartyr Stephen the Archdeacon (December 27); 
Philip the Deacon (October 11); Prochorus the Deacon 
(July 28); Nicanor the Deacon (July 28 and December 
28);  Con’t pg 10  
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NATIVITY MESSAGE OF THE MOST 
REVEREND DANIEL ARCHBISHOP 
OF CHICAGO AND THE MIDWEST 

To the Clergy, Monastics, Faithful and Friends of the 
Diocese of the Midwest 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to the world 
the light of wisdom! For by it, those who worshipped the 
stars, were taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of 
Righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient from on 
high. O Lord, glory to Thee! 

Beloved Sons and Daughters in Christ, 

CHRIST IS BORN!          GLORIFY HIM! 

I greet you all in the joy and peace of Christ as we gather 
with family, friends, and our fellow believers to cele-
brate in the bright light and brilliance of the Nativity of 
Our Lord! 

The liturgical texts of the Feast of the Nativity are filled 
with references to light and darkness.  From the text of 
the troparion of the feast, quoted above,  to the words 
taken from the Prophet Isaiah, The people who walked 
in darkness have seen a great light (Isaiah 9:2), and in 
many other scriptural and liturgical texts, we are remind-
ed that Christ, the Light of the World, was born into this 
world as the Light which extinguishes all darkness, the 
darkness of sin and of death, and the darkness experi-
enced in human life.  Even one of the season’s most pop-
ular carols reminds us of this.  In We Three Kings, we 
hear the refrain, “Oh star of wonder, star of night, star 
with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still proceed-
ing, guide us to thy perfect light.” The Perfect Light of 
which we sing is Christ Himself. 

Throughout these past forty days, we have been prepar-
ing ourselves to celebrate the cherished and bright feast 
of the Birth in the Flesh of our Lord, God, and Savior 
Jesus Christ. through its fasting discipline, its call to 
prayer, the exhortation to reach out in love to a needy 
world, and its appeal to participate more fully in the Di-
vine Services, the Church has called us to reflect more 
deeply upon the relationship between darkness and light 
that we encounter in various spheres of human life — 
principally in the areas of our physical, spiritual and 
moral life. 

During the most recent days of this year’s period of 
preparation for the celebration of our Lord’s Nativity, we 
have been witnesses to an increase in the powers of 
darkness extending around the globe.  Violence, continu-
ing wars, the hateful and senseless taking of innocent 
human life, brutal social upheaval, and the attempted 
destruction of the moral order, among other influences 
and efforts, have been experienced around the world in 
so many different and intense ways in these past few 
weeks and days.  However, whether by the taking of one 
human life, the attempt to harm or destroy a people or 
peoples, or a movement to destroy the moral order, these 
are all an exercise of darkness trying to overtake the  

light.  This, however, is ultimately impossible.  The 
Light – the Light of Christ – will always illumine and 
bring brightness, order, and peace. The Light that shone 
in the darkness of the night of the Savior’s birth will al-
ways overcome the darkness.  The Light of Christ will 
always shine through and overcome the darkness of this 
world.  This is good news, the good news we now cele-
brate. 

I invite you all to join with me in pondering and celebrat-
ing this great mystery of the Birth of Christ.  Our com-
munal celebration of the Lord’s Nativity offers us the 
opportunity to pause and reflect upon the Mystery of the 
Incarnation: that God became man, took upon Himself 
our human flesh and human life, was Incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary and the Holy Spirit and became man.  This 
is not only a celebration of Christ’s birth, and neither is it 
merely a time to ponder the depths of the mystery of the 
Incarnation — it is much more. It is also a profound 
proclamation, the Good News, that light has entered the 
world’s deepest night. The Birth of Christ proclaims that 
no darkness is too mighty or too powerful for Christ’s 
light to penetrate it. Just as the star guided the wisemen 
from the East, so the light of Christ, the Perfect Light, 
guides every individual who is willing to seek after 
Him.  May we, too, be guided by His Light. 

May the Light of Christ shine brilliantly in your hearts 
and homes as you gather with family and friends to cele-
brate this bright and joyous feast.  Be assured of my 
prayers for you and all your loved ones. 

CHRIST IS BORN!          GLORIFY HIM! 

With love in the Incarnate Son of God, 

DANIEL 
Archbishop of Chicago and the Midwest 

NATIVITY  MESSAGE FROM HIS        
BEATITUDE METROPOLITAN TIKHON  
To the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Orthodox 
Church in America, beloved children in the Lord, 

When it was time for thy coming upon earth, the first taxa-
tion of the world was held; and then thou madest ready to 
enroll the names of all who believed in thy birth. For this 
cause Caesar published such a decree, since thy timeless 
and eternal kingdom was newly made manifest. 
– St. Germanus, Doxastichon at the Praises, tone six 

Christ is born! Glorify him! 

In one of her most famed hymns, the venerable Cassia 
draws parallels between the reign of Caesar and the reign 
of Christ: “When Augustus reigned alone upon earth,” she 
says, “the many kingdoms of men came to an end,” and 
when Christ was born in that reign, the many gods of the 
nations were done away. As the many cities of the world 
passed under one rule, all the nations came to believe in 
one God.       Con’t Next Pg  



 

             Office: 330-755-4931 / Cell: 570-212-8747 
 https://www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org/                 padrebartek@gmail.com 

9 

Metro. Nativity address con’t from previous pg  

The relationship between these two reigns, two rules – 
that of Rome and that of Christ – goes beyond poetic 
parallels, however. Divine providence arranged for the 
birth of the Lord at precisely the right moment, when the 
Pax Romana, the peace secured by the ascendancy of the 
Roman Empire, ensured that the Good News of Jesus 
Christ could travel freely throughout the Mediterranean 
world, from Jerusalem to Italy, to Gaul and North Afri-
ca, and beyond it, to barbarian lands and the Persian 
Empire. 

At the same time, we must not forget the role played by 
Roman rule also at the end of the Savior’s earthly life, 
when the Lord gave himself up for the life of the world: 
he was flogged by Roman soldiers, condemned by a Ro-
man governor, pierced by a Roman lance. In the end, it 
was a Roman officer who recognized what had taken 
place: “Truly this was the Son of God.” 

Roman imperial authority paved the way for the coming 
of Christ in the flesh and made possible the apostolic 
preaching of the Gospel; this same authority sentenced 
God himself to death. Thus, Rome occupies an ambiva-
lent place in the tradition of the Church; as a symbol, it 
is bivalent. On the one hand, we speak of the New Rome 
and the Third Rome: the reign of Christ established on 
earth in Roman garb. Our bishops, with their eagle rugs 
and their sakkoi, still bear the trappings of Eastern Ro-
man emperors. 

On the other hand, in New Testament—in St. Peter’s 
first epistle and St. John’s Apocalypse (1 Pet. 5:13; Rev. 
17–18 et passim)—we see Rome equated with Babyloni-
an harlotry, with the old Jerusalem that kills the prophets 
and rejects those sent to her. Rome appears both as the 
city of God on earth and the supreme city of the world, 
the dominion of the flesh and of the devil. 

However, St. Germanus of Constantinople, in the doxas-
tichon I quote above, offers a new and higher perspec-
tive. He does not only draw parallels, as does St. Cassia; 
neither does he assign Roman rule an incidental, albeit 
providential, role. Instead, he views Rome as the direct 
instrument of God: “For this cause Caesar published 
such a decree,” so that the kingdom of God might appear 
and Christ might enroll his faithful in the book of life. 
Whatever else Caesar’s decree may have done, whatever 
Caesar may have intended, the cause for that decree was 
determined by God, and it was part of his holy design, 
his plan; God’s providence was the agent, the decisive 
factor. 

When God made the world out of nothing, he did so in 
order that the world might come to know him and love 
him, and so that he could show his love to the world—so 
that he could love the world. This does not apply only to 
the world as an abstract whole; it applies to each of us, 
who are microcosms, little worlds unto ourselves. God 
loves each of us with his whole love; in love, he made 
everything for each of us—for me and for you. As St. 
Paul says, “all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos  

or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or 
the future, all are yours; and you are Christ’s; and Christ 
is God’s” (1 Cor. 3:21–23). 

All of history points toward the coming of Christ; all the 
actors on the world stage, all the empires of men, all the 
civilizations from furthest antiquity to the end of the 
world: all of this has existed, exists, and will exist solely 
for the sake of his First and Second Coming. Moreover, 
since his Coming was for our sake—not his own, since, 
in his divine aseity, he has no need of anything—this 
means that all the world exist for us, for each of us—for 
me and for you. All of history took place, takes place, 
will take place, for your sake. 

Rome stands as a potent symbol of all this history, of the 
entire world of human events. Thus, it is inevitable that 
Rome both serves as a vehicle of the Gospel and an in-
strument of the Passion, both as an ally and an enemy of 
Christ. The Church, in her earthly sojourn, has known 
the two aspects of Rome as well: the Rome of Diocletian 
and the Rome of Constantine; the Rome of the cata-
combs and the Rome of the Hagia Sophia. 

So it is in our own lives. Sometimes the circumstances of 
life bring us joy, sometimes they bring us pain. But no 
matter what happens to us, we must know, as the great 
spiritual testament attributed to St. Seraphim of Vyritsa 
says, that all of this was from the hand of the loving God. 
Every weal, every woe, every ease, every hardship: all of 
this was from him. Without all these events, known and 
unknown, past, present, and future, you would not be 
who you are. All of this is a gift from God to you, so that 
you could receive a still greater gift: God himself. 

Today he appears as a newborn Child in the arms of his 
most pure Mother; soon she shall bear him to the temple 
of sacrifice, and thence to exile in Egypt. Thus, both in 
happiness and in trials, let us imitate her in always ex-
tending to him our heart’s embrace. Holding him close, 
we will come to understand, with St. Germanus and St. 
Seraphim, that everything that has taken place, from the 
very beginning of time, has happened so that we could 
come to this moment, to this cave, to this manger, and 
experience the Advent of God in the flesh. Everything 
has happened so that he could be ours, and we could be 
his. 

To our infant Savior, the Creator and Sustainer of all, the 
true Love of our hearts, our deepest Desire, the Fulfill-
ment of our being: to him be all love and adoration, to-
gether with his Father and his All-holy Spirit, throughout 
the ages of this world and unto endless eternity. 

Greeting you with the joy of Christ’s Nativity, 
With my primatial prayers and blessing, 

+ Tikhon 
Archbishop of Washington 
Metropolitan of All America and Canada 
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Feast of the Theophany of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus ChristCommemorated 

on January 6 
Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy 
Trinity to the world through the Baptism of the Lord 
(Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). God the Fa-
ther spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was bap-
tized by Saint John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon the Son in the form of a dove. From an-
cient times this Feast was called the Day of Illumination 
and the Feast of Lights, since God is Light and has ap-
peared to illumine “those who sat in darkness,” and “in 
the region of the shadow of death” (Mt.4:16), and to save 
the fallen race of mankind by grace. 

In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize cate-
chumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so that Baptism 
also is revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind. 

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apos-
tolic times, and it is mentioned in The Apostolic Consti-
tutions (Book V:13). From the second century we have 
the testimony of Saint Clement of Alexandria concerning 
the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night 
vigil before this Feast. 

There is a third century dialogue about the services for 
Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus and 
Saint Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following cen-
turies, from the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fa-
thers of the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John 
Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, 
commented on the Feast of Theophany. 

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzanti-
os composed much liturgical music for this Feast, which 
is sung at Orthodox services even today. Saint John of 
Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not because 
He Himself had need for cleansing, but “to bury human 
sin by water,” to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of 
the Holy Trinity, and finally, to sanctify “the nature of 
water” and to offer us the form and example of Baptism. 

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church 
proclaims our faith in the most sublime mystery, incom-
prehensible to human intellect, of one God in three Per-
sons. It teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trini-
ty, one in Essence and Undivided. It exposes and over-
throws the errors of ancient teachings which attempted to 
explain the Creator of the world by reason, and in human 
terms. 

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers 
in Christ, and it inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude 
for the illumination and purification of our sinful nature. 
The Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing 
from sin is possible only by the power of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily 
these gifts of the grace of holy Baptism, keeping clean 
this priceless garb, for “As many as have been baptized 
into Christ, have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). 

On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even 
if the Feast falls on a Wednesday or Friday. 

70 Apostles Con’t from Pg 7  

Timon the Deacon (July 28 and December 30); Parmenas 
the Deacon (July 28); Timothy (January 22); Titus (August 
25); Philemon (November 22 and February 19); Onesimus 
(February 15); Epaphras and Archippus (November 
22 and February 19); Silas, Silvanus, Crescens or 
Criscus (July 30); Crispus and Epaenetos (July 30); An-
dronicus (May 17 and July 30); Stachys, Amplias, Urban, 
Narcissus, Apelles (October 31); Aristobulus (October 
31 and March 16); Herodion or Rodion (April 
8 and November 10); Agabus, Rufus, Asyncritus, Phlegon 
(April 8 ); Hermas (November 5, November 30 and May 
31); Patrobas (November 5); Hermes (April 8); Linus, Gai-
us, Philologus (November 5); Lucius (September 10); Ja-
son (April 28); Sosipater (April 28 and November 10); 
Olympas or Olympanus (November 10 ); Tertius (October 
30 and November 10 ); Erastos (November 30), Quartus 
(November 10 ); Euodius (September 7); Onesiphorus 
(September 7 and December 8); Clement (November 25); 
Sosthenes (December 8); Apollos (March 
30 and December 8); Tychicus, Epaphroditus (December 
8); Carpus (May 26); Quadratus (September 21); Mark 
(September 27), called John, Zeno (September 27); Aris-
tarchus (April 15 and September 
27); Pudens and Trophimus (April 15); Mark nephew of 
Barnabas, Artemas (October 30); Aquila (July 14); Fortu-
natus (June 15) and Achaicus (January 4). 

With the Descent of the Holy Spirit the Seventy Apostles 
preached in various lands. Some accompanied the Twelve 
Apostles, like the holy Evangelists Mark and Luke, 
or Saint Paul’s companion Timothy, or Prochorus, the dis-
ciple of the holy Evangelist John the Theologian, and oth-
ers. Many of them were thrown into prison for Christ, and 
many received the crown of martyrdom. 

There are two more Apostles of the Seventy: Saint Cephas, 
to whom the Lord appeared after the Resurrection (1 Cor. 
15:5-6), and Simeon, called Niger (Acts 13:1). They also 
were glorified by apostolic preaching. 

There are discrepancies and errors in some lists of the Sev-
enty Apostles. In a list attributed to Saint Dorotheus of 
Tyre (June 5) some names are repeated (Rodion, or 
Herodion, Apollos, Tychicus, Aristarchus), while others 
are omitted (Timothy, Titus, Epaphras, Archippus, Aquila, 
Olympas). Saint Demetrius of Rostov consulted the Holy 
Scripture, the traditions passed down by the Fathers, and 
the accounts of trustworthy historians when he attempted 
to correct the mistakes and uncertainties in the list in com-
piling his collection of Lives of the Saints. 

The Church in particular venerates and praises the Seventy 
Apostles because they taught us to honor the Trinity One 
in Essence and Undivided. In the ninth century Saint Jo-
seph the Hymnographer composed the Canon for the Syn-
axis of the Seventy Apostles of Christ. 


