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The Weekly Forerunner  
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

301 Struthers Liberty Rd 
Campbell, OH 44405 

JANUARY  Bulletin Sponsor 
In memory of my loving husband George Kolesar– Given by Barbara Kolesar 

Liturgical & Events Schedule  
Sunday, January 11 
9:35 AM: Hours 
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy / Monthly Panachida / So-
cial 
 
Saturday, January 17 
3:15-3:45 PM:  Confessions by app’t 
4:00 PM: Vespers / Confessions 
 
Sunday, January 18 
9:15-9:45 AM:  Confessions by app’t 
9:35 AM:  Hours 
10:00 AM:  Divine Liturgy / Social– OPEN / Council 
Meeting  

Venerable Theodosius the Great, the    
Cenobiarch / Commemorated 

on January 11 
Saint Theodosius the Great lived during the fifth-sixth 
centuries, and was the founder of cenobitic monasti-
cism. He was born in Cappadocia of pious parents. En-
dowed with a splendid voice, he zealously toiled at 
church reading and singing. Saint Theodosius prayed 
fervently that the Lord would guide him on the way to 
salvation. In his early years he visited the Holy Land 
and met with Saint Simeon the Stylite (September 1), 
who blessed him and predicted future pastoral service 
for him. 

Yearning for the solitary life, Saint Theodosius settled 
in Palestine into a desolate cave, in which, according to 
Tradition, the three Magi had spent the night, having 
come to worship the Savior after His Nativity. He lived 
there for thirty years in great abstinence and unceasing 
prayer. People flocked to the ascetic, wishing to live 
under his guidance. When the cave could no longer 
hold all the monks, Saint Theodosius prayed that the 
Lord Himself would indicate a place for the monks. 
Taking a censer with cold charcoal and incense, the 
monk started walking into the desert.  

At a certain spot the charcoal ignited by itself and the 
incense smoke began to rise. Here the monk established 
the first cenobitic monastery, or Lavra (meaning  

“broad” or “populous”).   Soon the Lavra of Saint Theo-
dosius became renowned, and up to 700 monks gathered 
at it. According to the final testament of Saint Theodosi-
us, the Lavra rendered service to neighbor, giving aid to 
the poor and providing shelter for wanderers. 

Saint Theodosius was extremely compassionate. Once, 
when there was a famine in Palestine and a multitude of 
people gathered at the monastery, the monk gave orders 
to allow everyone into the monastery enclosure. His dis-
ciples were annoyed, knowing that the monastery did not 
have the means to feed all those who had come. But 
when they went into the bakery, they saw that through 
the prayers of the abba, it was filled with bread. This 
miracle was repeated every time Saint Theodosius want-
ed to help the destitute. 

At the monastery, Saint Theodosius built a home for tak-
ing in strangers, separate infirmaries for monks and lay-
men, and also a shelter for the dying. Seeing that people 
from various lands gathered at the Lavra, the saint ar-
ranged for services in the various languages: Greek, 
Georgian and Armenian. All gathered to receive the Ho-
ly Mysteries in the large church, where divine services 
were chanted in Greek. 

During the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Anastasius 
(491-518) there arose the heresy of Eutychius and Seve-
rus, which recognized neither the sacraments nor the 
clergy. The emperor accepted the false teaching, and the 
Orthodox began to suffer persecution. Saint Theodosius 
stood firmly in defense of Orthodoxy and wrote a letter 
to the emperor on behalf of the monks, in which they 
denounced him and refuted the heresy with the teachings 
of the Ecumenical Councils. He affirmed moreover, that 
the desert-dwellers and monks would firmly support the 
Orthodox teaching. The emperor showed restraint for a 
short while, but then he renewed his persecution of the 
Orthodox. The holy Elder then showed great zeal for the 
truth. Leaving the monastery, he came to Jerusalem and 
in the church, he stood at the high place and cried out for 
all to hear: “Whoever does not honor the four Ecumeni-
cal Councils, let him be anathema!” For this bold deed 
the monk was sent to prison, but soon returned after the 
death of the emperor. 

Saint Theodosius accomplished many healings and other 
miracles during his life, coming to the aid of the needy. 
Through his prayers he once destroyed   Con’t Pg 10  
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PLEASE KEEP OUR ELDERS OF THE CHURCH & SHUT-INS IN YOUR  
PRAYERS 

Send a “Thinking of You” card or remember their Birthday with a card.  If anyone needs to be added, please 
contact Fr. Andrew.  

Mrs. Mary Fredericks  
648 Dumont Ave 

Campbell, OH 44405 

Mrs. Audrey Chengelis 
c/o Assumption Village  

9802 Market Street / Room 132 
North Lima, OH 44452 

Mrs. Julia Simko 
c/o Caprice Senior Care Facility  
9184 Market Street / Room 210 

North Lima, OH 44452 

Matushka Helen Psinka 
c/o Concordia Villa St. Joseph 

1030 W State Street / Room 1B49 
Baden, Pa, 15005 

Emilia Yannitto 
8017 Salinas  Tr. 

Boardman, OH  44512-5402 

Carol Ruff 
2207 Birch Trail Blvd  

Youngstown, OH 44515-4910 

Mrs. Dorothy Shirilla 
8362 Van Dr. 

Poland, OH 44514 

Mrs. Pauline Fesz 
488 Harmony Lane 

Campbell, OH  44405 

Sue Kennedy 
593 Hyatt Ave 

Campbell, OH 44405-1479 

Joan Cross 
97 Butler Street / Apt 1-rear 

Brooklyn , NY 11201 

George Horodnic, Sr.  
c/o Briarfield Manor 

461 South Canfield-Niles Rd / Room 101 
Austintown, OH 44515 

Ann Cvercko 
1875 Mallard Land 

North Lima, OH 44452 

UPCOMING EVENTS—SAVE THE DATE !  
JANUARY 
à January 25– Chicken Crepes Dinner– OPEN TO PUBLIC. Take out or seat in. Further details to come after  

Christmas.  
FEBRUARY 
à February 8:  Church Annual Meeting. Liturgy will begin @ 9:00 AM. Brief social w/ sandwiches & chips. Meeting 

begins @ 11 AM. Free will offering. 
à February 15:  Meatfare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite meat dishes. (Last day to eat meat until Pascha). Free 

will offering. 
à February 22:  Cheesefare Pot-luck Social. Bring your favorite dairy dishes. (Last day of dairy until Pascha) Free 

will offering. 
à February 23:  Beginning of the Great Fast 

DIOCESAN 2025: A Year in Review 
Another year has been completed with much activity 
within the Diocese of the Midwest. During this time the 
diocese had the honor of hosting several major events, 
honoring distinguished clergy and laity, and experienc-
ing life in the diocese expand. 

The Diocese held its annual Clergy Convocation in the 
spring, and conducted the 64th Diocesan Assembly at 
the All American Council this past summer. The dio-
cese also had a special commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of the repose of St. Tikhon of Moscow and 
Enlightener of North America. This was marked by a 
joint celebration with the Mid-American Diocese of the 
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, and other local cler-
gy. The diocese also welcomed His Eminence Arch-
bishop Alexei of Sitka and Alaska, as well as His 
Grace Bishop Peter of Caffa, Vicar of the Exarchate of  

Spain and Portugal. 2025 also marked the 10th anniver-
sary of episcopal consecration of Archbishop Daniel. 
Many years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel of Chicago and the 
Midwest took on various travels making 19 pastoral 
weekend visits to diocesan parishes throughout the 
year.  Archbishop also attended the Canonization of St. 
Olga in Alaska and the consecration of the new Bishop 
of the Diocese of the West. His Eminence also made pil-
grimage to Bari, Italy to venerate St. Nicholas the Won-
derworker, and also made pilgrimage to Fort Ross for the 
100th anniversary of that historic pilgrimage.  During 
that trip, the Archbishop also prayed before the relics of 
St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco. A retreat was 
also held over the summer bringing the seminarians to-
gether for several days of prayer and fellowship. Addi-
tionally, trips were made to each seminary  Con’t Pg 9 
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Bulletin: In memory of my loving husband George Kolesar– Given by Barbara Kolesar 
Wine: OPEN  
Incense: OPEN 
Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light: Prayers for all for good health in the new year– Given by Melanie Yannitto / For 

the Health of my mom Mildred on the occasion of her 90th Birthday– Given by Michelle Basile  
Altar Candles: In memory of my Father George– Given by Fr. Andrew B.  
Tetrapod Candles: In memory of my God-mother Helen– Given by Fr. Andrew B.  
St. Herman Candles: Commemorating all who participate in the maintenance of the church, the teachers, singers and 

those who participate in social events. Praying for everyone to love one another. 
St. Panteleimon Icon Candles: In memory of my mom Jennie Rudiak on Jan. 3, 1998 & in memory of my husband 

Robert Kennedy Jan 3 1994– Given by Sue Kennedy  
Protection Icon Candles: OPEN 
St. John the Baptist Candles: OPEN   
Monthly Flowers: In memory of my family & friends– Given by Fr. Andrew B. 

$50 per month 
*Wine  
*Bulletin 
*Iconostasis Candles & Eternal Light 
*Altar Candles 
*Tetrapod Candles 

$30 per month 
*St. Herman candles 
*St. Panteleimon Icon candles 
*Protection Icon candles 
*St. John the Baptist candles 

$25 per month 
Incense 
Flowers– NEW UPDATED PRICE / DECREASED 
  

JANUARY Candle & Bulletin Sponsors  
NOTE: If anything is missing from the Sponsorships please contact Fr. Andrew ASAP  

PRAYER LIST 
PARISHIONERS: Achiles Arvan / Joann Biros / Audrey Chengelis / Joan Cross / Ann Cvercko / Pauline Fesz / Mary 
Fredericks / George Horodnic / Gianna Hryb / Elaine Johnston / Sue Kennedy / George Clark / Matushka Helen Psinka /  
Nadine Sabo / Dorothy Shirilla / Julia Simko / Deborah Zelinsky  
 
CLERGY: AP James Gleason (Fr.) / AP Michael Rustic / AP Emil Hutyan / AP John Steffaro / Fr. Peter Simko / Fr. 
Bryan Crivella / Fr. Matthew Nyumu & his family and his faithful at the parish of St Makarios in the Metropolis of   
Nairobi, Kenya / Fr. Michael Dayang & his family & his parishioners at 3 Hierarchs parish in Cameroon / Fr. Raphael 
Stephano & his family and parishioners of his 2 mission communities in the Diocese of Western Tanzania  
  
FAMILY & FRIENDS: Mary Ann Bozichovich (Kennedy) / Diane Caban (Sirilla) / George Caban (Sirilla) / Donna 
Chiarelli / Karen Debiec / Trudy Ellmore / Thomas Hull, Jr. / Ron Hryb / Paula Kennedy / Joe Kollar (Fr.) / Kelly Marie 
Konya (Candle guy’s daughter) / Ginny McCay (Fredericks) / Matushka Raisa (Nicoloff) / Conner (Sabo) Chris Quotap 
(Fr.) / Bob Smrek (Sirilla) / Matt Turner ( Sirilla) / Emilia Yanitto / Catherine Zile (Fr.) / David (Willison) / Drew 
(Willison) /  Eleanor  Marie (Vansuch) / Katherine (Steffaro) / Richard (Tusinac) / Genna Koval & her unborn baby / 
Kelly and her unborn baby / Miranda & her unborn baby 
 
MILITARY FAMILY & FRIENDS: Cory Deaton (Fr.) / Alena Grabavoy (Fr.) / Liam Garrity (Zelinsky) /           
Kenneth (Simko) 
  
MISCELLANEOUS: Metropolitan Paul (Orthodox Diocese of Aleppo) & Archbishop John (Archdiocese of               
Aleppo) still being held captive & Metropolitan Arseny imprisoned / The UN & IOCC humanitarian aid workers around 
the world / Those suffering persecution in Syria, Iraq, Israel, Egypt, Ukraine and around the world.  

What does “Member in Good 
Standing” mean?  

A member in good standing is someone who 

¨ Is 18 or High School Graduate. You are 
a member if you are in College. 

¨ Receives the Sacraments of Confession 
and Communion on a regular basis. 

¨ Your Financial obligation is up-to-date.  

Open Council Position 
Please see Fr. Andrew or any 
Council member for more infor-
mation if you are interested in 
serving. Again, a gentle remind-
er ,no nominations from the floor - 
for proper vetting to take place.  

Submit Written Re-
ports 

All Parish Organizations must 
submit a written report so they 
can be included with the Annual 
Meeting Minutes to the Diocese.  

Thank You.  
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FINAL DECEMBER FINANCIALS 
Expenses $20,353.40 
Income $17,084.70  
TOTAL   -$3,268.70 
 
Weekly Tithe  $10,422.70 
Weekly Candles $634.00 
Christmas offering                                       $3,470.00 
Christmas Flowers                                           $320.00 
St. Herman Candles                                         $180.00 
Rubric Book                                                       $40.00 
Altar Candles                                                     $50.00 
Tetrapod Candles                                              $50.00 
Protection Candles                                            $30.00 
St. John the Baptist Candles                             $30.00 
St. Nicholas Dinner                                        $300.00 
Christmas Card                                               $623.00 
Coffee Hour                                                      $17.00 
Kolachi sales                                                     $72.00 
Cookie Tray Sales                                          $650.00 
Campbell Community Dinner                          $30.00 
Monthly Charity: St. Herman’s Seminary      $523.00  
                        Special Alaska Collection       $136.00  

JANUARY Celebrations 
Birthdaƻ 

1 Beth Hull 
2 Stella Jane Zelinsky 
3 Terri Konik 
6 Karen Simko / Faith Simko 
7 Lueleta Dardovski / Luke Clark / Charles Wilfong 
10 Elizabeth Willison 
11 Ronald Allen Fredericks 
12 Patricia Pethtel 
14 Bobby Kennedy 
15 James Bufalini / Ron Luthern 
19 Balaci Kristian / Nicola Nicoloff 
21 Andrea Stokley 
22 Stephen Elash / Lorraine Livosky 
23 Susan Beskid 
25 Frank Batura 
26 Mildred Wilfong 
30 Nadine Todessa 
31 Julie Dardovski 

Anniversarƻ 
1-2-2005 Deaconate Ordination of AP Andrew Bartek 
16-2023 His Grace Nikodhim Bishop of Boston &  

Albanian Diocese 
24-2015 AB Daniel of Chicago & the Diocese of the  

Mid-west 
25-2020 His Grace Bishop Alexis Bishop of Sitka & 

Alaska 
26 Fr. James Gleason Anniversary to the Holy 

Priesthood 
Nameơ Daƻ  

2 Retired Bishop Seraphim of Sendai / Julia Simko                                                                                 

ATTENDANCE: 
A Comparison - 

DECEMBER 
2024 2025 

1st Week    

St. Nicholas Vespers None 14 

St. Nicholas Liturgy 
Sat. Vespers  
Liturgy / Communion  

52 / 38 (last 
year this was 
a Sunday) 

13 / 11 
8 
58 / 38  

2nd Week   

Vespers 13 Canceled 
Weather 

Lit. / Communion  65 / 50 25 /14 
Weather  

3rd Week    

Vespers 10 Canceled 

Liturgy / Communion 
Unction Service  

55 / 38 
Holy Week 
Last Year  

40 / 26 
28 

4th Week    

Vesperal Liturgy   
Christmas Eve Morning  
Christmas Eve 

 
 
44 

18 / 15 
 
27 

Christmas Day  
Sat. Vespers 
Liturgy / Communion 

75 / 43 
12 
74 / 48  

77 / 46 
No Vesper 
71 / 40  

5th Week    

 No Record No Record 

2 Corinthians 4:6-15 (Epistle, Saint) 
For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of 
darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 
We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we 
are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not for-
saken; struck down, but not destroyed –always carrying 
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who 
live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the 
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 
So then death is working in us, but life in you. And since 
we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is writ-
ten, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe 
and therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the 
Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will pre-
sent us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that 
grace, having spread through the many, may cause 
thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 
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JANUARY Reposed List 

         Margaret Graban (1978) ©                                                                                                                                  
Judith Banas (2019)                                                                                                                                  
1-   Katherine Kristian (1994) © /Anna Harvis-
chak (2013) ©                                                                                                                 
2-   Nicholas Libertin (2021) © / Nicholas Bohac 
(1921) © / Elia Dudin (1949) ©                                                                                                                                       
3-   Mitred Archriest Stavros Rousos / Anna Ro-
man (1978) © / Elizabeth Kuzma (1925) ©                                                                                                                          
sub-deacon Vladimir (Walter) Rusnak (2025)©                                                                                                        
4-   George Bartek (1983) / Archpriest Michael 
Slovesko / Peter Fatholitis (1937) © / Ed Kusin-
ski (2026)                                                                                                                                                           
5-   Ann Marie Petroff (2006) ©                                                                                                                                                       
6-   Helen Pender (2016) / John Timkovich 
(1951) © / Infant Klimis (still born) (1964)                                                                                                                                
Mother Elizabeth (2024)                                                                                                                                     
7-   Mary Vansuch (1971) © / Mike Felt (1920) 
©                                                                                                                               
8-   Bishop Mark of Boston (2018) / Sub-deacon 
John Zeling (2012) © / John Voytilla (1945) ©                                                                                                                         
Mary Graban (1995) ©                                                                                                                                                        
9-   Katherine Trovers (1980) © / Carolyn Weil 
(1998) © / Vasil Kovach (1925) ©                                                                                                                     
George Ontko (1943) © / William Boldish 
(1968) ©                                                                                                                                     
11- Alan James Cole (2017) ©                                                                                                                           
12- AP Moses Berry (2024)                                                                                                                                   
14- George O’Shanie (1981) © / John Graban 
(1990) © / Helen Papach (1929) ©                                                                                                                          
Michael Harvey (1958) © / John Genaros (1960) 
©  

         15- Augustine Shima (1928) © / Fedor 
Chulik (1943) ©                                                                                                                         
16- Elizabeth Mariniak (1927) © / Infant Nicho-
las Harvischak (1996) ©                                                                                                                  
17- Vera Kawalik (2001) © / Anna Talaban 
(1949) ©                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

18- Andrew Kovach (1994) © / 18- Margaret 
Domowchik (1996) ©                                                               
20- Joshua Zdinak (2016) / Marie Borsic 
(1984) © / Catherine Cochran (2011) ©                                                                                        
Diamada Patellis (1929) © / Irene 
Horodnic (2024)                                                                                                              
21- George Evans (1984) © / Fr. Michael 
Shuster (2020) / Ann Shirilla (2012) ©                                                                                       
Charles Patellis (1928) © / Catherine 
Vojtilla (1942) ©                                                                                                            
22- Fr. John Stefanik (2000) / Andrew 
Pacak (1973) © / Michael Pasloskey 
(1985) ©                                                                                                                
Steve Dmetruk (2002) © / Nicholas Bo-
bosh (2008) © / Lubica Krestich (1926) 
©                                                                                                                            
23- Fr. Michael Sopoliga (2009) / Helen 
Midlick (2004) © / Eugene Kennedy 
(2004) ©                                                                                                                     
Rudolph Zelina (2007) © / Kosovka 
Raslta (1923) ©                                                                                                              
24- Madeline Puskarcik (2006) ©                                                                                                 
25- Steve Sirihla (1977) © / Helen Gra-
ban (1992) © / George Magriplis (1931) 
©                                                                                                                    
Veronica Shirilla (1995) ©                                                                                                   
26- Nate DiPero (1985) © / Baby Brown 
(1939) © / Vasil Maximor (1957) ©                                                                                            
27- Joe Vansuch (1998) © / Michael 
Guorgiadis (1952) ©                                                                                                          
28- John Anos (1936) © / Vasil Vasi-
lagas (1959) © / Helen Lis (2024)                                                                                            
29- George O’Shenic, Jr. (1986) ©                                                                                                         
30- Archpriest John Mason (2019) / Ste-
phen Kurtos (1965) ©                                                                                                         
31- Edward Bartek (1983) / Olga Ven-
slavsky (2003) ©                                              

 

JANUARY  
Reader Schedule 

January 11- Reader Matthew Vansuch  
January 18– Reader Nick Vansuch 
January 25– Robert Willison  

 
Charity Collection 

OCMC - Support a Mission Priest 
 
Social 

January 11– Council 
January 18– OPEN 
January 25– Sisterhood  

40-DAY REMEMBRANCE 
January 11– Paul Demkosky / AP Paul Pyrch 
January 18– Pauline Meath 
February 15– Ed kusinski 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 
If anyone would like their homes blessed 
this January, please see Father Andrew for 
appointment.  
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Registration Opens for Online Music 
Classes Offered by the OCA Music     

Department 
The OCA Department of Liturgical Music and Transla-
tions again offers its popular introductory online cours-
es for the benefit of church singers and conductors. As 
before, this semester we are also pleased to offer the 
opportunity for intermediate- and advanced-level con-
ductors to take private lessons with Dr. Peter Jermihov. 

Registration links and costs are as follows: 

Sight Singing and Ear Training (10 weeks) $450 
Basic Conducting Technique (12 weeks) $575 
Intermediate and/or Advanced Conducting (8-wk. 
block) $600 per 8-lesson block 

Both the Sight-Singing course and the Conducting 
Technique course will begin on Monday, January 12; 
Sight-Singing will conclude on Friday, March 20, and 
Conducting will conclude on Friday, April 3. Both 
classes will conclude before Holy Week. 

Space is limited and classes tend to fill up very quickly. 
Please register as soon as possible. 

About the Classes 

To successfully complete the courses, students are ex-
pected to commit at least three to four hours per 
week on required course work and practice. Infor-
mation about each course can be found at the end of 
this announcement. 

Each class consists of pre-recorded lessons that stu-
dents can watch asynchronously on their own schedule, 
one per week. Every lesson has a homework compo-
nent, and then each student is expected to meet online 
with a course instructor for 20-30 minutes—to ask 
questions and to give the instructor an opportunity to 
monitor each student’s progress and offer assistance as 
necessary. 

These courses and individual lessons are meeting the 
needs of church singers and choir directors in the par-
ishes The positive feedback received includes such 
comments as 

(Sight-Singing) 

“I can now look at a Tone and pitch it and sing the mel-
ody… The tools I learned in the class will help me to 
continue to grow in my singing abilities.” 

“[The sight-singing course] gave a very good founda-
tion for sight singing. I can pick up a piece of music in 
any of the keys we learned and know how to sing it. 
Fabulous!” 

“Learning the structure of troparia, stichera, and canon 
[melodies] was very helpful.” 

“From the point of view of one with only a little, prior 
musical training, I have found the course-work so far to 
be amazingly helpful… in an immediate way.  Right  

(Conducting Technique) 

“The [conducting] course content was perfect. Always chal-
lenging, yet fun! That is what made it so perfect!” 

“I liked being able to watch the [conducting] videos multiple 
times. I especially appreciated the Zoom interactive sessions. 
Thanks!” 

“[The conducting course] actually fulfilled goals I didn’t 
even know I should have—such as score analysis.” 

(Individual Conducting Lessons) 

“[Dr. Jermihov] identified and then corrected some bad con-
ducting habits that I had developed over the years.  His at-
tention to detail enables him to quickly diagnose faults and 
unintentional miscommunications that I was completely una-
ware of in [my] conducting…” 

“Dr. Jermihov is helping me to develop a more advanced 
vocabulary of gestures to communicate with my choir. Your 
choir and parish will appreciate the time you take to learn 
with Dr. J!” 

“Dr. Jermihov explains the core principles of conducting in a 
very clear and comprehensive way…. Most importantly, Dr. 
Jermihov is a very passionate teacher who has warm and 
friendly personality.” 

“[Studying] conducting with Dr Peter Jermihov,… I have 
grown both as a musician and as a conductor, gaining 
knowledge and conducting skills….This would not be possi-
ble if it were not for Dr. Jermihov sharing with me his 
knowledge, experience, and passion for Orthodoxy and Or-
thodox Church music.” 

Our Instructors 

“Our online courses strive to accommodate the greatest 
number of students while offering each student the maxi-
mum personalized attention,” states Dr. Vladimir Morosan, 
Project Lead for Online Instruction for the Department of 
Liturgical Music. An outstanding and dedicated team of as-
sistant instructors has been assembled to help teach the clas-
ses: for Sight Singing and Ear Training — 

Deacon Anthony Stokes (St. Maximus Orthodox Church, 
Denton, TX) 
Tracey Edson (St. Nicholas Church, Portland, OR) 
Protinica Michelle Jannakos (St. Luke Orthodox Church, 
Palos Hills, IL) 
Zach Mandell (St. Vladimir’s Seminary, Yonkers, NY) 
Andrew Ritchey (St. Tikhon’s Seminary, Waymart, PA) 

Assisting with the conducting class will be: 

Jacob Mandell (St. Michael’s Orthodox Church in Irvona, 
PA, and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church in 
Madera, PA) 
Raymond Mandell (St. Michael’s Orthodox Church in Irvo-
na, PA, and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church in 
Madera, PA) 
Dr. Vladimir Morosan (St. Katherine Orthodox Church, 
Carlsbad, CA)    Con’t Next Pg  
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On-Line Music con’t from previous pg  
Anne Schoepp (St. Lawrence Orthodox Church, Felton, 
CA) 
Individual lessons for intermediate- and advanced-level 
conductors are taught by Dr. Peter Jermihov, a life-long 
church musician, who has served as a choir director, 
chanter, teacher, composer and arranger, in a number of 
parishes in various jurisdictions, including the OCA, 
ROCOR, the Moscow Patriarchate, and the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese. His mission as a church musician 
is to bring beauty and professional competence to Di-
vine Worship. 
Jermihov holds the DMA Degree in Choral Conducting 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana and studied 
orchestral conducting at the St. Petersburg Conservato-
ry under Ilya Musin. He is founder and artistic director 
of the Society of Saint Romanos the Melodist, a not-for
-profit corporation devoted to the furtherance of Ortho-
dox culture in America. For a more complete descrip-
tion of Dr. Jermihov’s career, please vis-
it www.peterjermihov.com. 
The Basic Sight-Singing and Ear Training Class 
This class is designed specifically with the needs of 
singers in Orthodox church choirs. The course empha-
sizes the mastery of basic intervals, scales, and rhythms 
that are encountered in liturgical hymns. In order to 
succeed in this course, a person needs to love to sing 
and be able to ‘carry a tune,’ but doesn’t need to have 
any prior knowledge of music theory. 
The course is taught using the online Google Class-
room platform, with weekly face-to-face meetings on 
Zoom. Topics will include intervals and scales, rhyth-
mic notation, key signatures, and time signatures, using 
examples from liturgical hymns whenever possible. 
If you are thinking of taking this class, please consider 
whether you have a solid 3 to 4 hours per week (45-50 
minutes most weekdays) to devote to this class. The 
new auditory and vocal skills you will be learning re-
quire consistent and extensive practice over the full 10-
week period. One learner recently wrote: “I seriously 
overestimated my ability to devote the necessary time 
to the weekly exercises.” 
The Basic Conducting Technique Class 
The class is oriented towards beginner conductors or 
those who are currently conducting a choir but have not 
completed a formal conducting course. Topics covered 
include basic posture and visual communication by 
means of gestures; giving the pitch; preparing, starting 
and stopping the sound; elementary beat patterns; rela-
tionships of beat patterns to word patterns; beginning 
score analysis. 
Familiarity with musical notation and basic music theo-
ry (key signatures, time signatures, intervals) is a pre-
requisite. All prospective learners will be asked to take 
a Basic Music Theory Assessment Quiz, to ensure that  

they have the theory skills to successfully complete the 
various assignments for this course. 

If you are thinking of taking this class, please consider 
whether you have a solid 3 to 4 hours per week (45-50 
minutes most weekdays) to devote to this class. The new 
physical (kinesthetic) skills you will be learning require 
consistent and extensive practice over the full 12-week 
period. 

Also, each week has a homework component that in-
volves score study and analysis—an essential skill for a 
choir director. As one learner reported: “Each week had a 
different degree of difficulty. One definitely needed time 
to study and practice. The course was not easy.” 

Individual Conducting Lessons – Intermediate and Ad-
vanced 

Weekly individual conducting lessons (50 minutes per 
lesson, using Zoom) are available in Blocks of four. A 
standard course of study consists of 16 lessons; students 
have the option of signing up and paying for an Initial 
Two Blocks (8 lessons), with additional 4-week blocks 
available. 

Individualized objectives are determined in consultation 
with the instructor, and will include a range of topics, 
from different styles of beating, to conducting recitative 
and mixed meter, score analysis, and rehearsal prepara-
tion. Repertoire studied is determined by agreement and 
in alignment with individual objectives. Expected practice 
time: 30-60 minutes per day, 5 days per week. 

Intermediate conductors are expected to read music, have 
a working knowledge of key signatures and staff notation, 
and be able to hear and accurately discern pitches and in-
tervals; they should be able to sing any given part of a 4-
part choral score, and have some experience directing an 
ensemble or currently hold a conducting position. 

Advanced conductors should have completed a music de-
gree—either an undergraduate or graduate degree, or, at 
the very least, be in their 3rd year of a 4-year music de-
gree program. This presupposes the completion of the 
standard 2-year sequence of courses in music theory, ear-
training, and keyboard harmony. Advanced conductors 
should have the basic ability to analyze a- score and be 
able to play a 4-part choral score at the piano (not neces-
sarily at a performance level or tempo). They should 
have, also, conducting experience with a choral and/or 
instrumental ensemble. 

Matthew 11:27-30 (Gospel, Saint) 
All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no 
one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone 
know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the 
Son wills to reveal Him. Come to Me, all you who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and low-
ly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My 
yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
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A Year-End Reflection and Invitation: 
The Office of Pastoral Life’s                        

Commitment to Support and Growth 
As we come to the close of another year, we give thanks 
for the steady, faithful ministry of our clergy and clergy 
wives—those who serve with joy, persevere through 
quiet struggles, and now welcome an increasing number 
of newcomers into the life of the Church across North 
America. 

By God’s mercy, parishes continue to grow as places of 
prayer, healing, and transformation. At the heart of each 
parish stands a priest—and often, a priest wife—whose 
daily labors, both visible and unseen, nourish the people 
of God. Strengthening them in their calling is essential 
to the ongoing health and flourishing of our communi-
ties. 

The Office of Pastoral Life (OPL) exists to support this 
sacred work. With full respect for the episcopal ministry 
of care entrusted to each diocesan bishop, the Office of 
Pastoral Life walks alongside that ministry by offering 
resources, connection, and encouragement to clergy and 
their families. 

Encouraging Growth Amid Complexity 

The priestly vocation does not end at ordination; it 
grows over time. As the pastoral responsibilities facing 
clergy families become more complex, so too does the 
need for ongoing development, rest, and reflection. Ad-
ministrative demands, pastoral care, preaching, commu-
nity leadership, and personal spiritual renewal all re-
quire sustained energy and support. 

The Office of Pastoral Life provides structured opportu-
nities for clergy and clergy wives to reflect, grow, and 
connect. Through online gatherings, retreats, clergy wife 
initiatives, and the Thriving in Ministry program—a 
peer-learning initiative supported by the Lilly Endow-
ment—we foster a culture of shared wisdom, spiritual 
strength, and mutual encouragement. This work is not 
about solving problems. It is about helping good priests 
and their wives become even better at what they are 
called to do, for the good of the parishes they serve. 

Financial Strength for Spiritual Service 

One of the most persistent challenges clergy families 
face is financial strain. In response, the Office of Pasto-
ral Life launched the Financial Health Initiative, a grow-
ing effort—also supported by the Lilly Endowment—to 
equip clergy and their families with the tools and 
knowledge they need to serve with stability and peace of 
mind. 

From budgeting and clearing debt to building savings 
and preparing for retirement, this initiative helps clergy 
families grow in financial confidence and stewardship—
strengthening their ability to serve faithfully and freely. 
While compensation decisions remain within  

the purview of each diocese, the Office of Pastoral Life 
focuses on practical skills and resources that empower cler-
gy households to navigate their financial lives with clarity 
and hope. 

An Invitation to Support 

As the year draws to a close, we invite you to participate in 
this work. Your year-end offering to the Office of Pastoral 
Life will make a direct impact in the lives of those who 
serve—strengthening not only individuals, but entire par-
ishes 

Your support helps: 

Provide learning and gathering opportunities for clergy and 
clergy wives 

Expand financial literacy and stability through the Finan-
cial Health Initiative 

Sustain peer learning and renewal through the Thriving in 
Ministry program 

Encourage a culture of spiritual strength and support across 
our Church 

This is not simply administrative support. It is a ministry of 
encouragement for those who labor daily for the salvation 
of souls 

Building Up the Body of Christ 

“For the equipping of the saints, for the work of ministry, 
for the building up of the body of Christ…” 
(Ephesians 4:12) 

The Office of Pastoral Life serves to build up those who 
build up others. In supporting this work, you help ensure 
that every parish has a priest and a priest wife who are 
growing, thriving, and well-equipped to care for their flock 
in faithfulness and joy. 

To make your offering, visit opl.oca.org/giving or contact 
our office directly. 

May the Lord bless you richly in this holy season, and may 
the year ahead bring renewed strength to all who serve 
Him. 

— Office of Pastoral Life, Orthodox Church in America 

Matthew 4:12-17 (Gospel, Sunday After 
Theophany  

Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He 
departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and 
dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “The land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in dark-
ness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death Light has dawned.” From that 
time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
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Year in review con’t from pg 2  

in the fall and spring to spend time with the students 
and their family. 

In 2025 the diocese continued developing their strategic 
plan, which includes new departments and bringing life 
to various dormant and underdeveloped ministries. The 
department directors met twice as a group to continue 
to build their ministries. The diocese also continues to 
focus on vocations seeing an increase in seminarians. 
The diocese has also responded to this increase by of-
fering more financial support from the operating budg-
et, and also from the annual “Support Our Seminarians” 
campaign. During the past year, three seminarians were 
ordained to the priesthood, and one to the diaconate. 

St. Paul Church in Dayton, OH observed its 40th anni-
versary. Other highlights also include Archpriest An-
drew Harrison and Archpriest John Adamcio being 
awarded the miter for their many years of service. 
Archpriest Herman Kinciad, Chancellor, was also 
award the Jeweled Cross. Many years! 

The various ministries of the diocese were also busy 
offering their skills to enrich one another for the benefit 
of the diocesan communities. The St. Andrew of Crete 
Music Ministry had a full and successful musical work-
shop in Dayton, OH, while the St. Macrina program 
held their 12th retreat. The Clergy Wives group held 
several online retreats offering support and prayer to 
one another, as well as a brunch with the Archbishop. 
Children’s camps continued to offer sessions through-
out the year, both in the summer and winter. These ef-
forts provided educational, spiritual, and fun opportuni-
ties for the youth of the diocese to engage with their 
faith. The DOM also offered scholarships to the chil-
dren of the diocese to attend these camps through the 
Archbishop Job Memorial Fund. The first liturgical 
training program was held for Deacons and Subdeacons 
in mid November, which reached it’s max compacity 
within just a few weeks of the programs announcement. 

In the past year, the diocese also experienced the loss of 
one clergyman, Deacon Mark Sauskojus. May his 
memory be eternal! 

Much good has come from the past year inspiring the 
hopes of those in this diocese, while also creating chal-
lenges for our continued effort. May God continue to 
bless and strengthen our hierarch, Archbishop Daniel, 
our clergy and faithful in the upcoming year, assisting 
us in keeping our eyes on our home – the Heavenly 
Kingdom. 

Born on November 18, 1923 in Portage, PA, the son of 
the late Archpriest Theodore and Mary [Youshak] Geeza, 
he was a 1945 graduate of Columbia University, New 
York, NY.  The following year he graduated from Saint 
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary and was 
married to Helen Korba. 

Following his graduation and marriage, he served as 
choir director and teacher at Three Saints Church, Gar-
field, NJ until his ordination to the priesthood by His Em-
inence, Metropolitan Theophilus [Pashkovsky] in 
1947.  After serving as pastor of Saint Nicholas Church, 
Weirton, WV, he was commissioned as an Orthodox 
chaplain in the US Navy in March 1953.  In recognition 
of his long and distinguished service in the chaplaincy, 
which included a tour of duty in Vietnam, he was named 
as the first Dean of Orthodox Chaplains in 1970 and was 
awarded the Chaplain’s cross for meritorious service the 
following year. 

Following the repose of his wife in 1971, he continued 
his ministry until his retirement from the chaplaincy in 
1975.  Having pursued post-graduate studies at Saint Vla-
dimir’s Seminary, he was appointed Dean of Holy Trinity 
Cathedral, San Francisco, CA and Chancellor of the Dio-
cese of the West. 

In July 1978, he was named Bishop-elect of Manhattan, a 
new post created by the Holy Synod of Bishops to assist 
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius.  On September 
16 of the same year he was tonsured into monastic orders 
by Metropolitan Theodosius at Holy Trinity Church, 
Yonkers, NY and elevated to the rank of archimandrite. 

Upon the retirement of His Eminence, Archbishop John 
[Garklavs] of Chicago in September 1978, the 18th As-
sembly of the Diocese of Chicago and the Midwest, 
meeting in Madison, IL on October 1, 1978, unanimously 
nominated Archimandrite Boris to fill the vacant episco-
pal see.  Members of the Holy Synod of Bishops, meet-
ing in New York on October 17-18, 1978, formally elect-
ed him to succeed Archbishop John. 

On November 11, 1978, he was consecrated to the epis-
copacy by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius; 
Archbishop John of Chicago; His Grace, Bishop [later 
Archbishop] Kyrill of Pittsburgh; His Grace, Bishop 
Firmilian of the Serbian Orthodox Church; and His 
Grace, Bishop Ireney, Vicar of the Moscow Patriarchate 
at Chicago’s historic Holy Trinity Cathedral.  During his 
tenure as Bishop of Chicago, Bishop Boris organized 
diocesan departments, initiated publication of a diocesan 
newspaper, The Vigil, and promulgated uniform parish 
bylaws.  He also oversaw the establishment of several 
new missions and parishes throughout the Midwest Dio-
cese, the OCA’s largest. 

In November 1988, Bishop Boris retired from active min-
istry, but remained active in various aspects of Church 
life. 

May Bishop Boris’ memory be eternal! 

In Memoriam: Anniversary of the Repose 
of Bishop Boris 

December 30, marks the 25th anniversary of the repose 
of His Grace Bishop Boris of Chicago and the Midwest. 
Bishop Boris served the Diocesan Hierarch of the Mid-
west Diocese from November of 1978 until his retire-
ment in November of 1988. 
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2025 Cඈඎඇർංඅ Mൾආൻൾඋඌ 
  
Nancy Tusinac, President  

(Sub-committee Chairman for all social events) 
Phone- 724-456-7366 

 

Cindy Ferrick, Treasurer  
(Sub-committee Chairman of the Sunshine Club) 
Phone 330-531-1119 

 

Joann Sirilla, Financial Secretary  
(Sub-committee Chairman on all fundraisers) 
Phone 330-881-6775 

 

Sub-deacon Dr. Donald Tamulouis, V. President  
(Sub-committee Chairman on all Maintenance is-
sues). He will be working with Michael Simko 
Phone 330-774-8860 

 

Sherrie Fredericks, Secretary  
(Sub-committee Chairman on sending articles & 
pictures of events to the Diocese) 
Phone: 330-881-5087 

 

Natalia Simko, Council Member  
(Sub-committee Chairman on all Cemetery issues) 
Phone- 330-980-3033 

 

David Konik, Council Member  
(Sub-committee Chairman on Welcoming Cmte) 
Phone: 330-717-6714 

 

David Dionisio, Council Member  
(Sub-committee Chairman on all organizational is-
sues in the church (including safety issues) 
Phone: 425-241-7825 

NEW COUNCIL SUB-COMMITTEES 
You will note, each Council member is in charge of keep-
ing order in their respective areas. If there are any issues 
in a particular area, please contact the responsible Council 
member.  

They are responsible to find a solution to the reported is-
sue.  That may include seeking your or another person’s 
help. This will allow more organized response and avoid 
one person being burdened with everything. 

Sunshine Club – This new club is responsible for sending 
out birthday, anniversary and get well cards. 

Venerable con’t from pg 1 

the locusts devastating the fields in Palestine. Also by 
his intercession, soldiers were saved from death, and 
he also saved those perishing in shipwrecks and those 
lost in the desert. 

Once, the saint gave orders to strike the semandron (a 
piece of wood hit with a mallet), so that the brethren 
would gather at prayer. He told them, “The wrath of 
God draws near the East.” After several days it be-
came known that a strong earthquake had destroyed 
the city of Antioch at the very hour when the saint had 
summoned the brethren to prayer. 

Before his death, Saint Theodosius summoned to him 
three beloved bishops and revealed to them that he 
would soon depart to the Lord. After three days, he 
died at the age of 105. The saint’s body was buried 
with reverence in the cave in which he lived at the 
beginning of his ascetic deeds. 

Ephesians 4:7-13 (Epistle, Sunday 
After) Theophany 

But to each one of us grace was given according 
to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore He 
says: “When He ascended on high, He led cap-
tivity captive, and gave gifts to men.” (Now this, 
“He ascended” – what does it mean but that He 
also first descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? He who descended is also the One who 
ascended far above all the heavens, that He 
might fill all things.) And He Himself gave some 
to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping 
of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edi-
fying of the body of Christ, till we all come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

Maintenance Issues: 

Sub-Deacon Donald, VP  

Michael Simko  -  330-565-0084 

Michael Centofanti  -  330-544-3518  

BLESSING OF MILL CREEK  
TODAY  

TIME: 2:00 pm 

Where Lake Glacier in Mill Creek Park  

Lower Parking lot 

Cookies & Hot Chocolate to follow.  


